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HRE is nothing in the Pexsran LETTERS 
4 that has given readers ſo general a ſatisfac- 
tion, as to find in them a ſort of romance, with- 
out having expected it. It is eaſy to diſcern in 
them the beginning, the progreſs, and the con- 

cluſion of it: the ſeveral different perſons in · 
troduced, are connected together by a ſort of 2 
chain. The longer they refide in Europe, the 
leſs marvellous and extraordinary the manners of 
that part of the world begin to appear to them: 
and they are more or leſs ſtruck with the marvel - 
lous and extraordinary, according to their diffe- 
rent characters. Add to this, that the Afiatic 
fcraglio grows diſorderly in proportion to the 
time of Uſbek's abſence ; that is to ſay, accord - 
ing as phrenzy increaſes in it, and love abates. 
| There is another reaſon why theſe romances, 
| generally ſpeaking, ſucceed, and that is, becauſe 
- the perſons introduced give themſelves an ac- 
count of what happens to them, which cauſes 
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the paſſions to be felt more ſenſibly than any 
narrative made by another could do. 'This is 
likewiſe one of the cauſes of the ſucceſs of ſome 
admirable works which have appeared fince the 
PzRz$SIAn LETTERS. To conclude, in common 


romances digreſſions can never be admitted, ex- 


cept when they themſelves conftitute another ro- 


mance. Reaſoning cannot be intermixed with 
the ſtory, becauſe the perſonages not being 
brought together to reaſon, that would be re- 
pugnant to the defign and nature of the work. 
But in the form of letters, wherein- p 

are introduced at random, and the ſubjects treat- 


ed of do not depend upon any defign, or plan, 


already formed, the author has the advantage of 


rality with romance, and to connect the whole 
by a ſecret, and, as it were, undiſcoverable chain. 
So great a call was there for the PænSIAMR Lx r- 


TERS, upon their firſt publication, that the book - 


ſellers exerted their utmoſt efforts to procure 
continuations of them. 'They pulled every au- 
thor they met by the ſleeve, and ſaid, Sir, I muft 
beg the favour of you to write me a collection of 
PersIan LETTERS. But what has been ſaid, 
is ſufficient to convince the reader, that they do 
not admit ot a continuation, and ſtill leſs of a 


mixture with letters wrote by another hand, how 


ingenious ſoever. There are in them ſome 


ſtrokes, which many have looked upon as too 


bold. But theſe are requeſted to take the na- 
ture of the work into conſideration. The Per- 


ſians, who were to play ſo conſiderable a part in 


It, 


being able to blend philoſophy, politics and mo- 
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te formation and progreſs of their ideas. Their 
firſt thoughts could not but have a daſh of fingu- 
| larity ii them: it was apprehended that there is 
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it, were all on a ſudden tranſplamed to Europe, 
that is, removed to anather world, as it were. 


— time therefore it was neceflary o 


them as full of ignorance and preju- 
dices. The author's chief defign was to diſplay 


nothing to be done but to give them that ſort of 
which is not incompatible with under- 
ſtanding. It was only to repi eſent their ſituation 


of mind at ſeeing any thing that appeared extra- 


ordinary to them. 'The author, far from hav- 


ing a defign to ftrike at any principle of our re- 
ligion, thought himſelf even free from the im- 


putation of indiſcretion. Theſe firokes appear 


always connected with a manifeſtation of ſurpriſe, 
or aſtoniſhment, and not with the idea of inqui- 


ry, much leſs with that of criticiſm. In ſpeaking 
of our religion, theſe Perſians ſhould not appear 
better informed than when they talk of our man- 


ners and cuſtoms. And if they ſometimes ſeem 
to look upon the tenets of our religion as fingu- 
lar, the ſingularity they diſcover in them fully 
ſhews their ignorance of their connection with 
the other truths thereof. The author juſtifies 
himſelf in this manner, as well on account of his 
attachment to theſe important truthis, as through 


reſpect for the human ſpecies, which he certainly 


could nat have had an intention to wound in the 


tendereſt part. The reader is therefore requeſted = 
1 not to ceaſe one moment to conſider theſe ſtrokes 
— * 
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to be ſurpriſed, or as the paradoxes of men whe 
ſpoke of what they did not underſtand. He is 
likewiſe requeſted to conſider that the whole 
beauty of the invention conſiſted in the conſtant 
contraſt between the real Nate of things and the 
ſingular, or whia:fical manner in which they were 
comemplated. Certain it is, that the nature and 
deſign of the PR S1Ul᷑m LETTERS are ſo apparent 


and obvious, that none can miſtake them, but 


ſuch as have a mind to impoſe upon themſelves. 
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INTRODUCTION 


TO THE 


Firſt FRENCH EDITION. 


1 Shall neither write a dedicatory epiſtie, nor 


& ſolicit protection for this work; if it is good, 
it will be read, if bad, I am not anxious that it 
ſhould be read by any. I have adventured the 
fic{ of theſe letters to try the public taſte ; I have 
2 great number more, which 1 may hereafter 
give. But this depends ppon my not. being 


| known, for from the moment that happens, I 


am filent. I know a lady who walks very well, 
but limps if obſerved. There are faults enough 
ja the work for the critics, without ſubjecting 
myſelf to them. If I was known, it weuld be 
faid, his book is his true character; he might 
have engaged himſclf to a better purpoſe ; it is 
vnworthy of a grave man. The critics are ne- 
ver deficicot in theſe kinds of reflections, be- 
cauſe little wit is neceſſary to make them. 5 

The Perſians who wrote theſe leiters, lodged 
with me, and we paſſed our time together; as 
they regarded me as one of another world, they 
hid nothing from me. In fact, perſons removed 
to ſuch a conſiderable diſtance, could have no ſe- 


© crets. They communicated to me the moſt of 


their 
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their letters, which I copied, others I took which 
they were deſirous not to entruſt me with, as they 
expoſed the jealouſy and vanity of the Perſian. 
I am no more than a tranſlator : my whole care 
has been to ſuit this work to our manners. I 
have relieved the reader, as mnch as I could from 
the Aftatic ſtile, and have exoneraied him from 
the trouble of an infinite number of ſublime and 
elevated enpreſſions. But this is not all the ſcr- 
vice I have rendered him; I have retrenched 
thoſe long compliments, of which the oricntals 
are not leſs profuſe than ourſelves, and have paſ- 


fed over a great many particulars too trifling to 


be made public, and which ought only to live 


from friend to friend. If this had been obſerved 
by moſt of thoſe who have publiſhed epiſtolary 
collections, many of their works would have dif- 


appeared. There is one circumſtance which has 


often excited my admiration ; that theſe Perſians 


were frequently as well inſtructed as myſelf in 
the manners and cuſtoms of our nation, even to 
a knowledge of the moſt minute , tak- 
ing notice of ſome things which Lam "wy have 
eſcaped many of the Germans who have viſited 
France. This I attribute to the long ſtay they 
made here, withont confidering that i is lefs dif- 
Gcult to an Aſiatic io inform himſelf of the man- 
ners of the French in one year, than it would be 


to a Frenchman to acquire a knowledge of thoſe 


of Afia in four years; becauſe the one are as 


deen indulged by cuſtom, even the moſt barba- 


— , hand of theke 


verſion, 


open as the other are reſerved. Tranſlators have 
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verſion, or gloſſary. with a panegyric on the ori- 
ginal, and to expatiate on the uſefulneſs, merit, 
and excellency of it; but this I have not done. 
The reaſons are obvious; one of the beſ is, that it 
would be tedious, in a part of a work already too 
much ſo ; 1 would lay, in a preface. | 
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USBEK to his Friend RUSTAN at ISPAHAN. 


"A T Com we remained only one day, when, 
3 having paid our dcvotions at the tomb 
of the virgin who brought forth twelve 
prophets, we renewed our journey, and yeſterday, 
the tweaty-fifrh fince we left Iſpahan, came to 
Tauris. Probably Rica and I are the firſt among 
the Perfians, whoſe thirſt after knowledge made 
them leave their own country, and renounce the 
pleaſures of a life of caſe, for the laborious ſearch 
of wiſdom. Though born in a flouriſhing ting. 
dom, we did not think that its boundaries were 
thoſe of knowledge, and that the oriental light 
could only enlighten us Inform me what is ſaid of 
our journey, without flattery ; I do not expect 
— Addreſs your 
—_—— leuer 
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letter to me at Frzeron, where I ſhall reſt ſome 
time. Farewel, my dear Ruſtan; be aſſured that 
in whatever part of the world1 may 255 W 
there a faithful friend. | * 


Tauris, the 15th of the 
moon Saphar, 1711. 


** 1 * th. + 1 nn 
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L E TT E. R 1. 1 
USsBEK to the Firſt Black Eunuch, af his Seraglio 
in ISPAHAN. | 


HO art the truſty keeper of the fineſt 
& women in Perſia ; 1 have confided in thee, 
what I have in the nate moſt dear: thou holdeſt 
in thy hands the keys of the fatal doors, which 
are never unlocked but for me. Whilſt thou 
watcheſt over this precious depoſit of my heart, 
it repoſes irſclf, and enjoys a perfect ſecurity. 
Thou keepeſt watch in the ſilence of the night as. 
well as in the hurry of the day. by unwearied. 
cares ſuſtain thy virtue when i it wavers. If the wr | 
men whom thou guardeſt, would ſwerve from 
their duty, thou deftroyeſt the very hope of it. 
Thou art the ſcourge of vice and the pillar of 
faithfulneſs. Thou commandeſt them, and thou 
obeyeſt them; thou implicitly fulfilleſt all their de- 


fires, and hou -makeſt them conform to the laws 
of the ſeraglio with the ſame obedience ; thou u- 
keſt a pride in rendering them the meaneſt ſervi- 
ces; thou ſubmitteſt io their juſt commands with | 
| — 
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an awfyl reſpect ; thou ſerveſt them as though 
thou wert the ſlave of their ſlaves. But again thou 


reſumeſt thy power commandeſt like a maſter as 
myſelf, when thou feareſt the relaxation of the 
laws-of chaſticy and modeſty.· E er remember the 
obſcurity from which I took thee when thou waſt 
the meaneſt of my flives, to put thee in that place, 
and iatruſted to thee the delights of my heart; ob- 
ſerve then the decpeſt humility towards thoſe who 
ſhare my love; yet, at the lame time, make them 
ſenſible of their very dependent ſtire. Procure 
them every innocent plcaſure ; beguile their unea - 
ſineſs, entertain them with mulic, dancing, and the 
moſt delicious liquors; induce them to meet toge- 
ther frequently. If they have a mind to go into 
the country, yuu may carry them thither ; but de- 
troy any man who attempts to come into their 
fight. Exhort them to obſerve that cleanlineſs, 

which is an emblem of the ſoul's purity; talk to 
ihem ſoazctimes of me. 1 wiſh to ſee them apain, 
in that charming place which they adorn. Fare 
wel. 


Taurin, the 18th of the 
moon Saphar, 17914. 


* 


LETTER M. 
ZACH to VsBcx, *at Tauurs. 


I. * the chief of the cunuchs 


to remove us into the country ; he vill in- 
* you that a6 accident happened, When we | 


A 2 wee 
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were to leave our litters to paſs the river, two ſi wen 


as uſual, bore us on their ſhoulders, and we were 
fo hid as not to be at all obſerved. How can 1 


inceſſantly reminds me of my paſt happineſs ; 


which every day renews my deſires with freſh vi - 


olence ? I range from apartment to apartment, e- 
ver in ſearch of thee, and never find thee, but 


through the whole, meet with an afſlictive remem- · 
brance of my paſt happineſs. I ſometimes behold 


myſelf in the place where I the firſt time receiv+ 


ed thee to my arms; again I view thee on that 
fpot where thou didſt decide that famous quarrel 


amongſt thy wives; each of us pretending to the 


ſuperiority of beauty; we preſented ourſelves be · 


fore thee, after having exerted our imaginations 


to the utmoſt to provide ourſelves with every ad- | 
vantageous ornament ; thou contemplatedſt with 
pleaſure, the prodigics of our art; you admired | 


to what a height we had carried our defires to 
pleaſe thee. But thou ſoon madeſt thoſe bor- 
rowed charms give place to thoſe of nature; thou 
deſtroyedſt all our labours, we were obliged to 
deſpoil ourſelves of all thoſe ornaments, which 
were become incommodious to thee; we were 


obliged to appear to thy view in the ſimplicity of 


nature. I thought nothing of modeſty, glory was 
my only thought Happy Uſbek ! What charms 
vere then expoſed to thy eyes! We beheld theea 
long time, roving from enchantment to enchant- 


ment; long thy wavering ſoul remained unſixed; 


each new grace demanded a tribute from thee ; 


we were in a manner covered, all over, with thy 
”— _  kiflles; - 


be able to live in thy ſeraglio at Iſpahan ? which 
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Ekiſſes; thou carriedſt thy curious looks to the 
moſt ſecret, places; thou madeſt us change, in a 
moment, to a thouſand various attitudes; thy 
commands were always new, and ſo was our obe- 
dicnce. I confeſs to thee, Uſbek, a more lively 

than ambition made me hope to plcatc 
thee, I ſaw myſclf inſenſibly become the miſtreſs 
of thy heart; thou iookeſt me; thou quittedſtme, 
thou tookeſt me again; and I knew how to 
retain thee ; the triumph was all my own, and de- 
fpair my rivals: it ſeemed, to ns, as if we only 
were in the world, and all around us unworthy of 
our attention. *Would to heaven that my rivals 
had had the courage to have remained to have 
deen witneſſes of all thofe proofs of love that F 
received from thee! Had they well obſerved 


m traofports, they would bave been ſenſible of 
che diſparity between their love and mine: they 
would have found that though they might diſpute 


with me for charms, they could not in ſenſibility. 
But where am 1 ? Where does this vain recital 
lead me? Not to have been beloved is a misfor- 
tune; but to be ſo no more, an affront. Thou 
abandonedſt us, Uſbek, io wander through barba- 


- rous climes. But why doſt thou eſteem the ad- 


vantage of being beloved as nothing? Alas | thou 
doſt nor know thyſclf what thou loleſt. I utter 


thou. doſt not enjoy them: it ſeems that love 
breathes in this ſcraglio, and thy inſenſibility hath 
removed thee from ic. Ah! my dear Ulbek, if 
thou kneweſt how to be happy | 
Brom the ſeraglio at Fat me, the 21 
ef the moon Maharran 1711. 
A 3 LET 
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L ET T E R IV. 
Zuruis fo Uspen, at ExzERON. 


T length the black monſter has determined 
to make me deſpair. He would, forcibly, 
deprive me of Zelida, my flave, who ſerved me 
with ſo much affection, and who is ſo handy at 
every graceful ornament. He was not ſatisfied 
that this ſeparation ſhould be grievous, he would 
have it alſo diſhonourable. The traitor would 
meat as criminal, the motives of my confidence ; 
and becauſe he was weary of waiting behind the 
door, where I always placed him, he dared to i- 
magine that he heard or ſaw things which I cannot 
even conceive. I am very unhappy ! Neither my 
ſonable ſuſpicions : a vile ſlave aſſaults me even in 
thy heart, and it is there I muſt juſtify myſelf. 
No; I haveroo much regard to myſelf to deſcend | 
to a juſtification ; I will have no other f 
of my conduct but thyſcif; thy love and 
mine, and, if I muſt tell thee fo, dear Uſbek, 
my tears. | 


From the ſeraglio at Fatme, the zgth 
ENCE, 1711. 


LET- 
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LETTER v. 
RusTan fo UsBEK, at Enztron. 


HE whole converſation of Iſpahan turns 
upon thee, thy departure is the on- 


ly thing about which people talk. Some aſcribe 
| it to levi of mind, others to ſome diſguſt ; thy 


friends only juſtify thee, but they perſuade no 
one. They cannot conceive that thou canſt for- 
fake thy wives, thy relations, thy friends, and 
thy country, to explore climes unknown to the 
Perfians. The mother of Rica is not to be con - 
forted; ſhe demands her fon of thee, whom ſhe 
faith thou haſt carried away. As to me, dear 
Uiſbck, I am naturally led to approve of all thy 
proceedings, yet I know not how to pardon thy 
abſence, and whatever reaſons thou mayeſt offer 
to me, my heart will never reliſh them, Fare- 
wel. Love me always. 


| Upahan, the 28th of the 
moon Rebinb, 1711. 


. 


sx to his Friend Nass, at Israman. 


A T the diſtance of one day's journey from 
Erivan we quitted Perſia, and entered 
thoſe territories ſubject to the Torks, Twelve 
days after we reached Erzeron, where we continu- 
ed 


* 
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ed three or four months. I muſt confeſs to thee, 
Neſſir, I ſuffered a ſecret concern when loſt ſight 
of Perſia, and found myſclf ſurrounded by faith- 
leſs Oſmanlins ; and, as 1 advance into the coun- 
try of the profane, I think I become ſuch myſelf : 
my country, my family, my friends, preſent them · 
ſelves to my mind, my tenderneſs is revived; a 
certain uncafineſs hath completed my forrow, and 
makes me ſcnfible that I have ventured too muck 
for my quiet. But my wives are my chief afflic- 
tion; I cannot think of them, but I am ſwallowed. 
up is 4. It is not, Neflir, that F love them; 
with reſpect to that, I am in a ſtate of inſenſibili- 
ty which leaves me no deſires. The number of 
women I ſaw in the ſeraglio hath prevented love, 
and I have defeated him by himfelr, but this cold- 
neſs irſclf is a kind of ſeeret jealouſy that devours | 
me. 1 behold a number of women truſted alnoſt 
to themſelves; for I have none but ſome baſe 
fpirited wretches to anſwer for their conduct. 1 
ſhould ſcarce think myſelf ſecure though my 
flaves were faithful; how would it be then if 
they ſhould not be ſo? What diſtreſpag accounts 
way I receive in the diſtant countries through 
which I am to paſs! l is a malady for which m 
friends can afford no remedy ; the cauſes of my 
diſorder ariſe from a place, the melancholy ſe- 
crets of which they ought to be ignorant of; and, 
if they could diſcern them, what could they do? 
Had not I a thouſand times betier let them die 
with filence and impunity, than make them public 
by correftion ? In thy heart, my dear Neffir, + 
con- 
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confide all my griets, which is the only conſola« 
tion that remains to me in my preſent ſtate, 


 Erzevon, the 10th of the moon 
of the 24 Rebiab, 1741. 


LETTER vn. 
Faru to UsBER, at EnzErON. 


OU haſt been gone two months, my dear 

Uſbek, and, in the trouble that I am in, 1 
cannot yet periuade myſelf that it is fo. I run all 
over the ſeraglio, as if thou wert there, nor is my 
fancy diſabuied. What wouldeft thou have be- 
come of a woman who loves thee? Who hath 
been accuſtomed to hold thee in theſe arms; whoſe 
only concera was to give thee freſh proofs of her 
alfcQiion; free by the advantage of her birth, but 
by the violence of her love a flave. When I mar- 
ried thee, my eyes had never ſcen the face of man, 
thou yer art the only one they have ever been 
permitted to fee »; for I do not place in the or - 
der of men theſe hideous eunuchs, whoſe leaſt 


. imperfcQion is to have nothing of man. Whey 


I compare the beauty of thy countenance with 
their deformity, I cannot forbear eſtceming my - 
ſelf happy. My imagination cannot ſupply me 
witha more raviſhing idea than the inchanting 
charms of thy perſon, I ſwear to thee, Uibek, 


that if I ſhould be permitted to quit this place, 


* The Perſian women are much more cloſely kept than thoſe 
PE TER ns Indians. 


where 
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where I am ſhut up from the neceſſity of my tan 


dition; could I cicape trom the guard that ſur, 
rounds me; if I was allowcd to chooſe from a- 
mong all men who live in this capital of nations, 


VUlſbck, I ſwear to thee, I {houid chooſt none but 


thee. Think not that thy abſcnce has made me 


neglect a beauty dear wo thee. Though I muſt 
not be ſeen by any perſon, and though the orna- 
ments with which 1 deck myſelf do not contribute 


to thy happineſs, yet 1 endeavour to amuſe my- 


ſelf by a habit of pleaſing; 1 never go to reſt til 


I am perfum:d with the moſt agreeable eſſences. 
I recal to my mind the happy time when you came 


to my arms; a fluttering dream deceives me, 


ſhows me the dear object of my love; my imagi- 
nation loſes itſelf in its deſires, as it Amen it ſell 


in its hopes. 1 ſometimes think, that diſguſted 1 
a toilſome journey, thou wilt return to us; the 
night wears away in theſe kind of dreams, which 


are not verified either waking or aſleep; I ſerk 
for thee at my fide, and it ſcems to me that thou 


flieſt from me; at length the fire irfelf, which 


burns me, difperſes theſe deluſions, and recalls 
my ſpirits; Ithen find myſelf re animated Thou 


vVilt not believe it, Uſbek, it is impoſſible to live 


in this condition ; the fire burns in my veins. 
Why cannot I expreſs to thee, what I fo ſenſibly 
feel? and how can I ſo ſenſibly feel what I can 


not expreſs? In theſe moments, Uſb:k, I would 
give che empire of the world for one of thy kiſſes. 


How unhappy is the woman who has ſuch ſtrong 


defires, when ſhe is deprived of him who only can 
ſatisfy them, who left to herſelf, has nothing 


that 
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that can divert her; ſhe muſt live in a courſe of 
ſighs, and in the fury of an irritated paſſion; who, 
far from being happy, has not the privilege of 
promoting the felicity of another, an uſeleſs or- 
nament of a ſeraglio, kept for the honour, and 
not the happineſs of her huſband. You men are 
very cruel ! you are delighted that we have paſſi- 
ons that we cannot gratify, yet you treat us as if 


we were inſenfible, and would be ſorry if we were 


ſo; you think, that our defires, though a long 
time mortified, will be quickened at the fight of 
you. It is very difficult to make one's ſelf be be- 

loved; it is the beſt way to oviian by doubiing of 
our underſtanding, what you dare not expect 
from your own merit. Farewel, my dear Uſbck, 
farewel; be aſſured that 1 live only to adore thee, 
my ſoul is full of thee, and thy abſence, far from 
making me forget thee, would quicken my love, if 
it was capable of becoming more — | 


From the ſcragliv at Upahan, the 12th f 
| the moon of the 1ſt Rebiab, 1727. 


nun r r VII. 


Usnts to his Friend RusTAN, at IsraHax. 


HY letter was delivered to me at Erzeron, 

where l now am: : I thought indeed my 

departure would make a 3 but it gives 

me no trouble. What wouldeſt thou have me 

follow? what my enemies think prudent, or what 
* I 
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1 myſelf think to beſo? I appeared at count 
when 1 was very young. I may ſay, my heart was 
not at all corrupted there; I formed to my« 
ſelf a vaſt defigo ; I dared to be virtuous there. 
When I knew vice, I kept at a diſtance from it; 
but afterwards approached it to pluck off its 
maſk, I carried truth to the foot of the throne, 
I ſpoke a languoge till then vaknown ; I diſcon · 
Pans ns and aſtoniſhed at the ſame time, 
the worſhippers and the idol. But when I ſaw my 
| had created me enemies; that I had at 

tratted the jealouſy of the miniſters, without ob- 
raining the favour. of the prince; I reſolved to re · 
tire, fince my feeble virtue could no longer ſup- 
port me in a corrupt court. I feigned a ſtrong 
attachment to the ſcĩences, and in conſequence of 
that pretnce became really ſo. I no longer enga-, 
ged myſelf in any affairs, but retired to a houſe in 
the country ;z but even this retreat had its incon- 
veniencies, I was continually expoſed to the ma- 
lice of my enemies, and was almoſt deprived of 
the means of ſafety. Some ſecret advice diſpoſed - 
me to think more ſcriouſly of myſelf ; I reſolved 
to baniſh myſelf from my country, and my retreat 
from court provided me with a plauſible pretence. 
I waited on the king, and acquainted him with my 


defire to inform myſelf of the ſciences in the weſt; 
I inſinuaied to him that he might be benefited by 
my travels; I found favour with him; I departed, 
and ſtole a victim from my enemies; ſee, Ruſtn, 
the true motive of my travelling. Let Iſpahan 
talk, IS 108 Gny be thoſe who love me; 

leave 
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leave with my enemies their malicious interpret - 
tions; I ſhould be too happy if that was the only 
hurt chat they can do to me; they talk of me at 
preſent, probably I ſhall be too much forgoucn 
hereafter, and my fricads—No, Ruſtan, I will not 
refign myſelf to theſe melancholy ſuſpicions, I ſhall 
r 
3 | 


of the ad Gammadi, 1711. 


L is R IX. 
n. chief Eunuch to Is Rt, at Exztron. 


HOU attendeſt thy ancient ** in his 

travels, thou paſſeſt chrough proviaces and 
kingdoms, no chagrin affects thee, each moment 
preſents thee with freſh objects, every thing thou 
ſect amuſeſt thee, and makes thee paſs away thy 
time imperceptibly. It is otherwiſe with me, who 


am ſhut up ina horrible confinement, ſurrounded 


continually by the ſame objects, and perplexcd 


| wich the ſame cares. I groan beneath the burden 


of fifty years of cares and pains; and through the 
period of a long life, I cannot iay I have ſeen a 
day's caſe or a moment's quiet. When my firſt. 
maſter formed the cruel deſignu of confining me to 
the care of his wives, and induced me by promi- 
ſes, inforced by a thouſand threats, to part with 
myſelf for ever, tired of being employed in a moſt 
— | reckoned _ my 
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paſſions to caſe and plenty. Unhappy that I was! 


wy mind was with the evils 1 ſhould 
| Eſcape, but not with the loſs I ſhould ſuſtain : 1 
expected that an incapacity to gravtify the attacks 
of love would ſecure me from it. Alas I the gra- 


tification of the paſiions is extinguiſhed, but the 


foundation of them remained, and far from being 


freed from them, 1 found myſelf encompailed by 
bbjects which continually excited them. I entered 
the ſeraglio, where every thing filled me with re- 


gret for what I had loſt ; I felt myſelf provoked 
to love each inſtant, a thouſand natural beauties 
ſcemed to ſhew themſelves to my view only to 
torment me, and to complete my misfortune, I 


had always before me the happy maſter of iheſe 


beauiics. During this unbappy time, I never led 
a woman to my maſter's bed, I never undreſt one 
but I returned back enraged in my heart at my- 


ſeif, and my ſoul filled with a horrible deſpair. } 


Sce how miſerably l paſied my youth, I had no 
confident but myſelf, loaded with grief and care 
I muſt needs be deſtroyed ; and thoſe women, 
whom I was tempted to regard with the moſt ten- 


der looks, I covid only behold with the moſt ſtera 


attentiun. 1 was ruined had they penetrated my. 
thoughts ; what advantages would they not have 


taken? I remember once as I put a lady into a 


bath, I felt myſelf fo raviſhed, that I entirely loſt 
my reaſon, and ventured to clap my hand upon 2 


moſt formidable part. On the firſt reflection I 
thought that day would be my laſt, I was ſo hap- 
py however, to eſcape the thouſand deaths I fear- 
ed; but the beauty whom I had made witneſs of 


my 
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my weakneſs, made me buy her ſilence very dear, 
I loſt entirely my power over her, and the forced 
me from that time, to compliances, which, a thou - 
fand times expoſed me io hazard the loſs of my lite, 
At the fire of youth is extinguiſhed; I am 
old, and I find myſelf with reſpect to theſe things, 
in an eaſy condition; I regard women with inditfe- 
rence, and I reward them well for their contempt 
and all the torments which they made me feel. 
Falways remember that I was born to govern 
them; and it ſeems to me as if I recovered my 
manhood, on every occaſion that 1 have yet to 
command them. Since 1 can behold them with 
coldneſs, and my reaſon permits me to ſce al 


| their foibles, I hate them; though it is for ano- 
_ ther T watch them, the pleaſure of being obeyed 


affords me a ſecret joy, and it is as if 1 did it for 
myſelf, and it always gives me an indirect happi- 
neſs, when I can deprive them of their pleaſures. 
T am in the ſeraglio as in 2 little empire, and my 
ambition, my only remaining paſſion, reccives 
ſome ſatis faction; I ſce with pleaſure that all de- 
pends upon me, and thar I am neceſſary on every 
occaſion, I charge myſclf willingly, with the ha- 
tred of all theſe women, which eſtabliſhes me the 
more firmiy in my poſt. So they do not find me 


in any affiir an ungrateful man, I always prevent 


them in their moſt innocent pleaſures; I ever prt- 
ſent myſelf io them as a fixed barrier, they form 


ſchemes, and I ſuddenly fruſtrate them. 1 am 


armed with refuſals, full of ſcruples, Inercr open 
my mouth but with lectures of duty, virtue, chaſ- 
uy and modeſty. By continuelly talking to hem 

1 of 
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of the weakneſs of their ſex, and of the auihotĩ - 
ty of my maſter, I drive them to deſpair ; after - 
wards | complain of the neceſſuy I am under to ba 
thus ſevere, and ſcem as tho' I would have them 
ſoppoſe, their proper intereſt, and a ſtrong at- 
tachment to them, to be my only motives. Not 
but that in my tucn 1 ſuffer a number of diſagree- 
able thiags from theſe vindictive women, who 
daily endeavour to repay me the evils } heap on 
them; there is between us a kind of interchange 
of empire and obedience, they are always impo- 
fog upon me the moſt humiliating offices ; they 
affect an unexemplary contempt, and regardleſs of 
my age, make me riſe ten times in a night. on the 
molt rrifling occaſion. I am continually tired 
with orders, commands, employments and capri - 
ces; it looks as if they alternately relieved each 
other to weary me with a ſucceſſion of whimfics. 
They take a pleaſure, ſometimes, in making me 
redouble my attention, they pretend to make me; 
theic confident ; at one time they run to tell me, 
that a young man is ſeen about the walls; ano - 
ther time that a noiſe'is heard or a letter deliver- 
ed, and delight them ſelves with laughing at the 
trouble and torment theſe things give me. Some» |» 
times they fix me behind a door, and make me 
continue there night and day ; they well know 
how to feign ſickneſs, ſwoonings, or frights, and 
never want a Pretence to gain their will of me. 
Oa theſe occafions I am forced to yield an impli - 

cit obedience, and boundleſs complaiſance, for a4 
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refuſal from fuch a man as I, would be an un- 
cd 1 


beying 
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me nothing can be anſwered. How frequently has 


expected, I was the victim of an amorous intrigue, 
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beying them, they would take a right to correct 
me. I had much rather, my dear 1bbi, loſe life 
than ſubmit to ſuch a mortifyiog ſtate ; but this 


is not the whole, my maſter's favour is not ſure 
to me for 2 moment; I have too many enemies 


in his heart, who are all watching to ruin me, 


they enjoy certaia ſeaſons when | cannot be beard, 


feaſons in which he can refuſe them nothing, 
times in which I am ever in the wrong. I con- 
duct women enraged to my maſter's bed, can 
you imagine they will ſerve me? or chat my inte- 


reſt will be the ſtrongeſt ? From their tears, their 


fighs, their embraces, and from their very plea- 
ſures, I have every thing to fear. It is then they 
triumph, and chat their charms become terrible to 
me; their preſent ſervices, in an inſtant efface all my 
paſt ones, and to a maſter no longer himſelf, by 


it happened to me to fl=ep in favour, and awake 
to diſgrace l The day I was fo diſgracefully whipr 
round the ſeraglio, what had 1 done? I had left 
in my maſter's arms, a woman, who, when {ſhe 


| faw be was inflamed, burſt into a flood of tears; 


the lamented, and ſo ſucceſsfully managed her 
complaints, that they aroſe with the love ſhe ex- 
cited in him; in ſo critical a moment, how was 1 
able to ſupport myſelf ? I was ruined when 1 leaſt 


and a treaty made by fighs. Sce, dear Ibbi, the 
wreiched tate in which I have ever lived ; how 


Kappy art thou, thy cares arc confined to-the 


| ea It is eaſy 2 . 
5 3 
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From the ſeraglio at Hpahan, the 
| laſt of the moon Saphar, 1911. 


LETTER X. 


- Mraza fo his Friend Usnex, af ERrZERON. | 


TT is thou only who could recompence to me 


the abſence of Rica, and there is no perſon 
but Rica who could conſole me for thine. We 
want thee, Ubeſk, thou vert the ſoul of our 
ſociety ; how difficult is it to diflolve the en- 
gagements which friendſhip and reaſon have 


formed! We have here many diſputations; 


which turn commonly on moralny. Ihe queſ- 
tion yeſterday was, whether the happineſs of 
mankind conſiſts in pleaſure and ſenſual gratifi- 
catians, or in the exerciſe of virtue? I have fre- 
quently heard you maintain, that virtue is the 


end for which we were born, and that juſtice is 4 
quality as neceſſary to us as exiſtence ; explain to 


me, pray, what you mean by this. I have con- 
verſed wih the Moltaks, who diſtract me with 
th: ir quotations from the Koran; for I ſpeak no 
other wiſe to them than as a man, a citizen, and 


a facher of a family, and not as 4 believers 


Farewel. 


Ipzhan, the lat day of the 
| moon Saphar, 1721. 


and to ſupport thyſelf in his favour to thy late 
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royal family. Haviog ſtruck this blow, they met 
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LE T TEA. XL 
UsBex fo Minza, a Ivana. 


\AHOU renounceſt thy own reaſon to try 
mine; thou condeſcendeſt even to conſult 
me; thou thinkeft me capable of iaſtructing thee. 
My dear Mirza, there is one thing which flattcrs 
me more than the good opinion thou haſt con- 
ceived of me; it is what has procured it me, 
thy friendſhip. I do not think that there is need 
to ule very abſtracted reaſons, to fulſil the taſk 
thou haſt preſcribed to me. "There are ſome 
certain truths, of which it is not ſufficicat to be 
but men muſt be made even to feel 
them; moral truths are of this xind. Probably 


this hiſtorical picce may affect thee more than a 


phical ſubtlety. In Arabia there were a 
people, named Troglodites, deſcendants of 


the ancient Troglodites, who, if we can believe 


our hiſtortans, reſembled beaſts rather than men. 
They were not ſo deformed ; they were not hairy 
like bears; they did not hiſs ; they had two eyes; 
yet they were fo wicked and brutiſh, that they 
were ſtrangers to the principles of- juſtice and 
equity. A foreign king, who reigned over them, 
willing to correct their natural wickedneſs, treat- 
ed them with ſeverity ; but they conſpired againſt 


him, murdered him, and exterminated all the 


to chuſe a government, and, after much diſſen- 


von, appointed magiſtrates, but they were ſcarce 


elected 
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maſſacred. The people, Cs Ne ts ll 
yoke, conſulted baly their own ſavageneſs. Eve- 
ry one agreed to fubmir to no perſon ; chat each 
ſhould follow his own intereſt without any atten- 
tion to that of others. This general reſolution 
was extremely pleaſing to all. They reaſoned 
thus; why ſhould I deſtroy myſelf in labouring 
for thoſe who do not concern me? I will take 
care for myſelf only; I ſhall live happily ; what 
is it to me how others live? 1 hall provide for: 
my own wants ; and if they are fatisfied, what 
care I if all the reſt of the Troglodites are milſe- 
rable. —— Fhis was ſeed- time; each man faid, 1 
will only manure as much land as will ſupply 

corn ſufficicat for myſelf; a greater quantity 
eo uae eee 
ble to work in vain. The lands of this little 
— kingdom were not all alike ; ſome parts were dry 
and mountainous ; others, in the low-grounds, 
was a great drought, inſomuch that the upper 
grounds failed greatly, whilſt thoſe which were 
watered prove very fertile; the conſequence 
win. tit nals off he mecate whe red in the 
mountains periſhed by famine, through the hard- 
heartedneſs of thoſe who refuſed to ſhare their 
rainy; the higher grounds proved extraordinary 
frunful, whilſt che lower grounds were drowned. 
Now the other half of the people complained of 
famine ; but theſe miſerable people found the 
mountaincers as hard-hearced 1 


O 


became in love, and forced her from him ; this 
| occaſioned a ſtrong conteſt, and, after many; 
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kad been. One of the chief inhabitants bad a 
very handſome wife, of whom his neighbour. 


blows and outrages, they conſented to ſubmit the 
decifion to a l roglodite, who, whilſt the repub-: 
lic fubliſted, had been in ſome eſieem. They: 
came to him, and were going to plead their 
cauſe before him.—What does it concern me, 
ſaid the umpire, whoſe wife the is, yours, or 


yours; 1 have my land to till; I cannot ſpend: 


my time in determining your quarrels, nor buſy 
myiclf in your affairs, to the neglect of my on; 
pray let me be quiet, and do not trouble me with 
your diſputes.— Having ſo ſaid, he left them. and 
went to work on his land. 1 he raviſher, who 
was the ſtronger man, ſwore he would ſooner 


die than reſtore the woman; whilſt the huſband, 


penetrated with the injuſtice of his neighbour, 
and the hardneſs of his judge, returned home in 
deſpair ; when meeting in his way a handſome 
young woman, returning from a fountain, and 
having now no wiſc of his own, and being plea - 
ſed with her, and much more fo, when he learnt 
the was the wife of him whom he had choſen 
for his judge, and who had been fo liule ſenſible 
of his aftliftion ; he ſeized on her, and forced 
her to go to his houſe. There was another man 
who poſſi ficd a fruit ful field, which he bad culii- 
vated with great labour; two of his ncighbours 

waited together, forced him out of his houſe, 


and took poſſeſſion of his field ; they formed a 


campact to defend themſelves againſt all thoſe 
who 
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who ſhould endeavour to take it from them, and 
did really ſupport themſelves ſeveral months. 


fole maſter of the field; his reign Was not long; 
o other Troglodites attacked hiln ; and be was 
maſſacred, being too weak to defend himſelf, 


aſked the price of ſome cloth, which he ſaw, an& 
wanted to buy ; the draper reaſoned thus wiily 
himſelf: I indeed ovght not to expect more mo- 
ney for my cloth than will buy two meaſures of 
wheat; but I will ſell it for four times that ad- 


price demanded ; I am very well contented, ſaid 
the draper, I now ſhall have ſome wheat. What 
is it you ſay, replied the buyer, do you want 
wheat? 1 have ſome to ſell, however the price 
perhaps may ſurprife you; for you know wheat 
is extremely dear, and that the famine is extend- 
ed almoft every where; but return me my money 
and you ſhall have a meaſure of wheat, and 
though you ſhould pcriſh by the famine, you 
mould not have it otherwiſe. In the mean time 
the country was ravaged by a mortal diſtemper ; 


- 


country, who adminiſtered his medicines ſo pro- 


went to thoſe whom he had cured, to demand 


rigus 


Bur one of them, tired of ſharing what he mig 
poſſeſs alone, murdered the other, and became 


Another Froglodite, who was almoſt naked, 
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vantage, that I may purchaſe eight meaſures.— 
The man muſt needs have the cloth, and pay the 


à kilful phyſician arrived from à neighbouring 


perly, that he cored all who put themſelves un- 
der his care. When the diſtemper ceaſed, he 


bis pay, but refeſals were all he received. He 
returned to his own country, tired with the fa- 


hh * 


ed, who eſcaped the miſeries of this people. 
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Hgue of ſo long a journey. But a ſhort time af- 


23 


ter he heard, that the ſame diſtemper had re- 


r 

not now wait 
his coming, but went to him themſelves. Unjuſt 
men, ſaid he, go; you have in your ſouls a mare 
dcadly poiſon than that of which you deſire to be 
cured ; you are unworthy to enjoy a place upon 
earth, for you are void of humanity, and the 
laws of equity are unknown to you. I ſhould 
dhink it an offence againſt the gods, who puath 
you, ſhould I oppoſe their juſt anger. 


Erzeron, the 3d of the moon of 
the ad Gemmadi, 2921. 


Ln Tr 2 2 2 


Usnex to the Same, at ISPAHAN. 
HOU haſt ſcen, my dear Mirza, how the 
| Troglodites were deſtroyed by their own 
wickedneſs, and fell the victims of their own in- 
juſtice. Of ſo many families, two only remain- 


There were in this country two very extraordi- 
nary men; they poſl fled humanity, were ac- 
quainted with juſtice, and loved virtve. ' They 
were as much united by the uprighineſs of their 


hearts, as by the corruption of thuſe of others; 
they ſaw the general deſolation, and only ſhew- 
ed their ſenſe of it by their pi:y; this was 2 
new motive to union. A common ſolicitude, 

| and 


the happineſs of the Troglodites at this period 
A people ſo juſt could not but be dear to the 
gods, They learned to reverence them as ſoon 
. and religion 

W 
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and a common intereſt, 


owed its birth to a ſweet and tender f 


In a retired part of the country, ſeparine fred 
| their unworthy countrymen, they led a life 


Peace and happineſs ; cultivated by their vir 


ous hands, the earth ſeemed to yield its frust 


ſponitaneoofly. They loved their wives, and 


were affeQionatcly beloved by chem. The trains 
ing up their children to virtue engaged their us 


moſt care. They continually repreſented to them 


the miſcries of their countrymen, and place 
their melancholy example before their eyes; 


They eſpecially inculcated vpon their minds, that 


the intereſt of individuals was always to be found 


in that of the community, and that to attempt 
to ſeck it ſeparately was to deſtroy it; that virtue 
is by no means a thing that ought to be burdens 
ſome to us, nor the practice of it conſidered as 


painful ; that doing juſtice to others is acting 


charitably to ourſelves. They ſoon enjoyed he 
conlolation of virtuous parents, which confifte 


people, u ho grew up under their care, were in- 


_ creaſed by happy marriages, and their number 


augmented ; the ſame union continued, and vir- 
rue, far from being weakened by the multitude, 


was, on the contrary, ſtrengthened by a greater 


number of examples. Who is able to repreſent 
! 


engaged their laboursg 
there was no difference between them but 9 | 


in having children like themſelves. "Theſe young 
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Improved their morals, and ſoftened their natu 
ral roughneſs. In honour of the gods they in- 


' Kituredl feaſts. The young women dreſſed with 


flowers, and the youths, danced to the ſound of 
rural muſic : then followed banquets, which were 
not lefs joyful than- frugal. lo theſe aſſemblies 
pure nature ſpoke ; it was here they learned to 
give and reccive hearts; it was here that i irgin 
modeſty, bluſhing. confeflcd its alarms ; but its 
wiſhes were ſoon cſtabliſhed by the conſent of 
fathers ; and here affectionate mothers delighted 
themſelves with the forefight- of a loving and 
faithful union. They went to the temple to #ik 
the favour of the gods; it was not for riches, or 
a burdenſome ſuperfiuity ; ſuch kind of wiſhcs 
vere unworthy to be deſired by the happy Tro- 
Hlodites, except only for their fellow - countrymen. 
They only bowed before the altars to pray for 
the health of their parents, the unity of their 
brethren, the affection of their wives, and the 
Tove and obedicnce of their children. Maidens 
came there to offer up the tender facrifice of their 
hearts, and that they might make a Troglodite 
happy was the only favour they aſked. When 
mhe flocks at evening left the fields, and the weary 
happy people met together, and, during a frugal 
repaſt, ſung the crimes of the firſt Troglodites, 
and their puniſhment ; and the revival of virtue 
with a new race. 'They alſo ſung the power of 
the gods, their favour, ever preſent 46 thoſe who 
vorſhip them, and their inevitable diſpleaſure at 
thoſe who fear them not: they efterwards de 
Vor.i. C ſcribed 
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ſcribed the pleaſures of a rural life, and the hap. 
pineſs with which innocence is always adorned. 


They ſoon after reſigned themſelves to a repole 
never interrupted by any cares or uneafinek, 


Nature equally provided for their cares and ther 
pleaſures. In this happy country, covetouſnek 


was unknown; they made preſenis io each other, 
and rr 


ſelves as one family; their flocks were mingled 
together, ere 
lelres was that of ſeparating them. 


e 
the ſecond Gemmadi, 17114. 


LETTER XII. 


UsnEk te the Same. 


\HE virtue of the Troglodites is what 1 
cannot ſpeak to thee enough of. One of 


them once ſaid: My father to-morrow ſhould 
labour ia the field, I will riſe two hours before 
him, and when he comes into the field he ſhall 


ind all his work done-— Another ſaid io him- 


ſelf : My fiſter ſeems to like a young Troglodite, 


a relation of ours, I muſt ſpeak to my father, 


that he 


may terminate it by a marriage.— Ano- 


ther being told, that ſome robbers had carried 


of his flock, I am very forry, ſaid he, for there 


was a white heifer, which 1 intended to have of- 


„ was once heard 
ſaying ; 


tage. The Troglodites ever confidered them 
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fayingz I muſt go to the temple to return the 
gods thanks, that my brother, who is ſo reatly 
beloved by my father, and who is ſo dear to me, 
| has recovered his health —Or elſe: dj ning to 
a ficld of my father's there is another, and thoſe 
who work in itare continually expoſed to the heat 
of the fun; 1 muſt plant ſome trees there, that 
thoſe-poor men may ſometimes reſt themſclves 
uader the ſhadow of them. One time ſeveral 
Troglodites being together, an elderly man re- 
proached a younger, wiiom he ſuſpected of ha- 
ving committed a baſe action; we do not think 
he has done ſuch an action, ſaid the others, but 
if be has, may his death happen the laſt of his 
family !—— A Troglodite being informed, that 
ſome ftranger had pillaged and carried every 
thing off, replied, I could wiſh the gods would 
give chem a longer uſe of them than I have had, 
were they not unjuſt men. Such great proſperi- 
ty was not regarded without envy. The neigh- 
bouring people gathered together, and, under a 
frivolous pretence, determined to take away their 
flocks. As ſoon as this reſulution was known, 
the Troglodites ſcat ambaſſadors to them, who 
addreſſed them to this purpoſe : What have the 
Troglodites done to you? Have they taken away 
your wives, ſtole your catile, or ravaged your 
country? No; we are juſt, and fear the gods. 
What then do you demand of us? Would you 
have wool to make you clothes? Would you 
have the milk of our flocks, or the fruits of our 
lands? Lay down your arms, come among us, 
and we will give you all theſe ; but we ſwear, by 
wi C 2 that 
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the favage people entered armed into the country 


other defence beſides their innocence. But they 


were well prepared for a defence ; they had placed 


© their wives and children in the midſt of them, 
and were ſurpriſed at the injuſtice, but not dif. 


mayed at the numbers of their enemies. Their 
hearts were ſeized with a freſh ardour; one would 
loſe his life for his father, another for his wilt 
and children; this for his brethren, and that for 


his friends, and all of them for heir country, 
The place of him who was Killed was inſtantly 
taken by another, who beſides the common cauſe 


the combat between injuſtice and virtue. Theſe 
baſe people, who ſought nothing but the ſpoil, 
were not aſhamed to fly, and ſubmit to the virtue 
of the ſroglodites, and even without being touche 
ed with a ſenſe of it. 


. 1 
the ad Gemma, 1711. 


LETTER Iv. 
UsBEex fo the Same. 


cæſfary to elect a king ; they determined to offer the 


that which. is moſt ſacred, that if you enter o 
— This addreſs was treated with contempt, and 


of the Troglodites, who, they ſuppoſed, had og 


had alſo a private death to revenge. Such was 


A 5S theſe people, the Trogloditcs, crary dal 
grew more numerous, they thought it ne- 


c aan eee 
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rent of tears. Miſerable day, faid he, why have 
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n who was the moſt juſt ; ; and caſt tlieir 


on one venerable for his age, and a loùg courſe 
of virtue ; but he would not attend the afſembly, 
An recired to his own houſe with a heart oppreſſod 


with grief. They then ſent deputies to him, to 


acquaint him ofthe choice they had made of him. 
forbid, ſaid he, that I ſhould ſo wrong 
as that they ſhould believe thar 


it to be ſo, rr but 
be aſſured I ſhall die of grief, at having ſeen the 
Troglodites born free, now to ſee them become 
ſubje&t-— At theſe words he lamented with a tor- 


I lived ſo long? Then cricd he in a ſeverer ac- 
cent, I very well perceive what is the cauſe, O ye 
Troglodites; r N e 
for you. la the ſtate you are, without a he 
you are conſtrained to be virtuous in ſpight of 
ves, or you cannot ſubſiſt, but muſt fink 
into the miſeries of your anceſtors. But this feems 
top hard a yoke for you; you like better io be 
ſubject to a king, and to obey his laws, leſs rigid 


| than your morals. You know, that then you 


may gratify your ambition, gain riches, and lan- 
guiſh in flothful luxury, and, provided you avoid 
falling into great crimes, you will have no want 
of virtue. He ceaſed a little, and his tears lowed 
more than ever And what do you expect me 
to do? How can it be that 1 ſhould command a 
Troglodite any thing? Would you have him act 


virtuouſly becauſe 1 command him, which he 


C3. would 


0 
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would do wholly of himſelf without me, and pure, 


ly from a natural inclination ? Ou Troglodites, [ 


am at the end of my days, wy blood is frozen in 
my veins, I ſhall ſoon go to reviſit your holy an. 
ceſtors; why would you have me afflict them, 
and why muſt 1 be obliged to inform them that 


tue? 


Erꝛxeron, the tenth of the moon 
of the ad Gemmadi, 1711. 


LETTER Xv. 


The Firſt Eunuch to JakoN, the —— 


at Exzzron. 


EA heaven that it may bring thee back to 
theſe parts, and defend thee from all dan- 


ger. Though I have ſcarce ever been ſcnfible of 


that engagement which is called friendſhip, and: 


am entirely ſwallowed up in myſelf, yet thou 
haſt however made me feel that I have a heart, 
and at the ſame time that 1 was as braſs to the 
reſt of the flaves who lived under my command, 


I ſaw with pleaſure thy infancy grow up. The 


time when my maſter caſt his eyes on thee ap- 


proached. Nature had not then inſpired thee 
with its dictates, when the iron ſeparated thee 


from what is natural. I will not confeſs whether 
1 bewailed thee, or whether I was ſenſible of the 
p:eaſure of ſecing thee brought into the ſame } 
condition with myſelf, I appeaſcd thy tears and 


» 


left you under any other yoke than that of vin} = 
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thy cries. I imagined I ſaw thee undergo a ſe- 
cond birth,-and paſſing from a ſtare of ſervitude, 


' in which thou muſt always have obeyed, to en - 


gage in one in which thou oughteſt always to 
command. I teok upon myſelf the care of thy 
education. That ſeverity, which is ever inſepa- 


- rable from inſtruction, kept thee long ignorant 


that thou waſt dear to me. However, thou waſt 
ſdio me; and 1 aſſure thee that I loved thee as 
a father loves his ſon, if the words, father and 
ſor, are compatible with our condition. Thou 
irt to paſs through countries inhabited by Chri- 
ſtians, who have never believed: it is impoſſible 
but that thou mult there contract ſome impuri- 
ties. How can the prophet behold thee in the 
mid of ſo many millions of his enemies? I with 


| my maſter, on his return, would undertake a pil- 


grimage to Mecca; you would be purificd in that 


From the ſeraglio, the zoth of | * 
| the moon Gemmadi, 171. ST ON 
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ank to MoLtan Menener AL1, Guardian 


of the Three Tombs, at Com. 


THY doſt thou live, divine Mollak, io the 
tombs ? Thou art better made for the 


| abode of the ſtars. Thou doubtleſs hideſt thy- 


ſelf through fear of obſcuring the ſun ; thou | 


haſt no ſpots like that ſtar, yet like him thou art 


covered 
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covered with clouds. Thy knowledge is an abyſs 
deeper chan the ocean; thy wit more piercing 
than Zufagar, the ſword of Hali, which had two 
points ; thou art acquainted with what paſſes in 
the nine choirs of the celeſtial powers. Thou 
| readeſt the Koran on the breaſt of our holy pro- 
phet, and when thou findeſt any obſcure paſſage, 
an angel, at his command, ſpreads his rapid 
ings, to deſcend from the throne, to reveal to 
ee the ſecret. I may, by thy means, have an 
intimate correſpondence with the ſeraphins, for, 
in ſhart, thou thirtecnth Iman, art thou not the 
center where heaven and earth meer, the point of 
communication between the abyſs and the empy- 
real heaven ? I am in che middle of a profane 
people; permit that I may purify myſelf with 
| thee; ſuffer me to turn my face towards thy holy 
place where thou dwelleſt Diſtinguiſh me from 
the wicked, as the white thread is diſtinguiſhed 
from the black; at the riſing of Aurora, aid me 
with thy coynſcls ; take care of my foul ; make 
it to drink of the ſpicit of the prophets ; feed it 
with the ſcience of Paradiſe, and permit that 1 
diſplay its wounds at thy feet. Addreſs thy ho- 
ly letters to me at Erzeron; where I ſhall conti | 
nue ſome months. 


Erzeron, the 21th of the moon 
| of the ad Gemmadi, 1711. {- 


LETTER 
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bodies of thoſe who do not waſh themſelves, 
neither offended our ſmell nor fight, how could 
ve imagine them to be impure Therefore the 
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L E T T E R XVI. 
UsBEK fo the Same. 


Cannot, divine Mollak, quiet my impatience ; 

I know not how to wait for thy ſublime an- 
ſwer: I have doubts which muſt be fariafied ; I 
perceive, that my ieaſon wanders; reſtore it 0 
the right path; cnlighten me, thou ſource of 
ht; drive away, wich thy divine pen. the diſſi - 
eulticy I am now going to propoſe to thee; make 
me commiſerate myſelf, and even bluſh. at the 
ions I am about to aſk, Why does our le- 
reſtrain us from ſwine's fle ſh, and from 
all thoſe meats which he calls unclean ? Why are 
we forbidden to touch a corps? And why for 
the purification of our fouls are we commanded. 
continually to waſh our bodies ? Theſe things 
appear to me to be, in themſelves, neither pure 
nor impure ; for that they ſhould be rendered 
ſuch by any inherent quality in them I cannot 
eonccive, Dirt appears filthy to us, only becauſe 
d is offenſive to our fight, or to ſome other of 
eur ſenſes, yet in itſelf it is no more fo than gold 
or diamonds. The idea of filthineſs coaradtcd. 
by touching a dead body ariſes only from a cer- 
tain repugnance which we have to it. If che 


ſenſes, divine Mollak, ought to be the only jud- - 


ges of the purity or impurity of things ; yet 28 


de ſame objects do not affect all men in the ſame. 
manner, 


pe. But would not this, divine Mollak, over- 
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manner, as that which yiclds an agreeable ſenſa- 
tion to ſome, affords an unpleaſant one to others, 
it follous that the evidence of our ſenſes cannot 
in this caſe ſerve as a rule, unleſs we allow that 
each perſon may, according to his own fancy, 
determine the point, and diſtinguiſh, for what 
relates to himſelf, what things are pure or im- 


turn all the diſtinctions eſtabliſhed by our holy' 

prophet, and the fundamental points of that 

law which was written by the fingers of angels? 

Erzeron, the zoth of the moon | 
of the 2d Gemmadi, 2712. 
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N 14x Mexdaatr Alt to UsBex, at 

| EnzERON, ? 
Tou aner es „* 
1 have a thouſand times been propoſed to 
our holy prophet. Why doſt thou not read the 
traditions of the doctors? Why doſt thou not 
go to that pure fountain of all intelligence ? 
Fhou wouldeſt there find all thy doubrs reſolved. 
Unhappy man! who art continually embarraſſed: 
with worldly things; having never fixed thy at- 
tention on the things of heaven; and who reve- 
renceſt the order of the Mollaks, without daring 
to embrace or follow it! Frofane beings! who: 
never enter into the ſecrets of the Eternal; your 
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ſopby is that lightning which foretells tempeſts 


| Abdias Ibeſalon , the Jew, aſked the prophet, 
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_ &ltſo great a terror, that my hair was changed 
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Jghts reſemble the darkneſs of the abyſs, and the 
reaſonings of your mind are as the duſt, which 
your fect throw vp when the ſun reaches che me- 
ridian in the ſcorching month of Chahban. Nor 
doesthe zenith of your underſtanding reach tothe 
nadir of the meaneſt Imaum. Your vain philo- 


and darkneſs; thou art in the midſt of the ſtorm, 
and carried to and fro with every guſt of wind. 
The ſolution of your difficulty is very eaſy; no- 
thing more is veceſſary but to relate to you what 
one day happened to our holy prophet, when be- 
iog tempted by the Chriſtians, and tried by the 
Jews, he equally confounded each of chem. 


why God had prohibited the eating of ſwine's 
Aecſh ? Not without reaſon, replied Mahomet, 
it is an unclean animal, and that it is fo I will in- 
ſtantly convince you. He moulded ſome dirt ig 
his hand into the figure of a man, threw it upon 
the ground, and cried, Ariſe thou : Immediately 
a man aroſe, and ſaid, I am Japher, the ſon of 
Noah. To whom the holy prophet ſaid, Was 
thy hair as white at the time of thy death ? No, 
replied he; but when thou didſt awake me, I 
thought the day of judgment was come, and 1 


to white in a moment. Now relate to me, ſaid 
the Sent of God, the entire hiſtory of what bap- 
-pened in Noah's ark. Japhet obeyed, and gave 
an exact account of the events of the firſt months, 


* A M.homctan tradition. 
. and 
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and then continued as follows : * All the 
of the beaſts we caſt to one fide of the ark, which 
made i lean fo much, that we were all terribly: 
frightened, eſpecially our wives, who made an} 
horrible lamentation. Our father Noah, 
taken counſel of God, he ordered him to remow 
the elephant to that part, and to turn his head 
<oward the fide which leaned. This huge ani. 
mal made ſuch plentiful evacuations that a hog 
was produced from them. Doſt thou not be. 
lieve, Uſbek, that from this time we have ab- 
ſtaĩned from this animal, and regarded it as un- 
clean ? But as this hog wallowed daily in the 
dung, he raiſed fuch a ſtench in the ark, that he 
Himſelf could not help ſneezing, and. a rat fell 
from his noſe, which immediately gnawed cvery 
thing he met with, and thereby he became ſo 
intolerable to Noah, that he once more thought 
# neceſſary to conſult God. He ordered him ww 
ſtrĩke the lion a great blow on his forehead, who 
alſo ſneened, and from his noſe leaped a cat. 
Doſt thou not believe theſe animals alſo to be 
unclean ? How does it appear to you ? There-: 
ſore when thou doſt not comprehend the reaſon Þ} 
why certain things are unclean, it is becauſe thou | 
art ignorant of many other things, and have not 
a knowledge of what has paſſed between God, 
the angels, and men. Thou knoweſt not the 
hiſtory of eternity ; thou haſt nor read the books 
which were written in heaven; that which hath 
dees ceverled to thee is Gaby a fall perten ff 
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the divine library, even thoſe who, like us, have 
much nearer, ſo as to be in this kind 
of life, are nevertheleſs in obſcurity and dark- 
nels. Farewel. — ET PEST 


e , 
moon Chahban, 1711. 


—_— Lo 7 Wo - 
'Usnrx to his Friend Rus ran, af Isranan. 


T Tocat we continued but eight days; af · 

ter a journey of five and thirty days, we 
ve ſaw only one city, which merited that name. 
1 was ſurpriſcd to ſee the weak ſtate of the Of- 
ſupport irſclf by a mild and temperate govern- 
ment, but by ſuch violent remedics as i 
exhauſt and deſtroy it. The baſhaws, who pro- 
cure their employments only by the power of 


. money, enter thoſe provinces in a ruined condi- 


tion, and ravage them as conquered countries. 
An infolent milicia, ſubject only to its own ca- 
price; the towns diſmantled, the citics deſerted, 
the country deſolated, the culture of the land 
and commerce entirely neglected. Under this 
ſevere government impunity reigns ; the Chriſti · 


um, who cultivate the lands, and the Jews, who 
collect che tribute, are expoſed to a thouſand out- 


rages. The erty of the lands is uncertain, 
and zently the defire of increaſing their 
Vot.l D __ 


/ 


ia. naval affairs; a mere bandful of Chriſtian 


3 PERSIAN LETTERS. 
valve diminiſhed ; as neither title nor poſſeſta 


are 'a ſufficicat ſecurity againſt the caprice of 
thoſe who have the goverament. Theſe barks 
rians have ſo far abandoned the arts, that they 
have even neglected the military art. Whilſt 
Europe grows daily more refined, they remain 
their ancient ignorance, arid rarely think of in 
proving by their new inventions, till they hays 
deen a thouſand times employed againſt them 
They have gained no experience at ſea ; no ſkill 


the poſſcſſors of a barren rock ®, are a terror j 
the Ottoman race, and diſtreſs their whole &a- 
pire. It is with anxiety they ſuffer the Chiti 
ans, always laborious and enterpriſing, to cam 
on for them that commerce for which themſclea 
are unſit ; they imagine they are granting a fa. 
Tour, when hey promle hefe- Foreigiers to en-. 
rich themſelves. Through this vaſt extent d 
country that I have paſſed, Smyrna is the only 
rich and powerful city that I have obſerved; its 
the Europeans that have rendered it ſuch, and u 
is no fault of the Turks that it is not in the ſame 
Ruſtan, à juſt repreſcatation of this cmpire, 
which in leſs than two centuries will be the thes- 
tre of wiumph to ſome new conqueror. 


Smyrna, the ad of the moon 
of Rahmazan, 111. 


© Theſe are probably the kniglits of Malta. 
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LETTER XX. 1 d 


lsa to Nene, his Wife, at the aer, ar 
IsraHan. | 


n Fe 
tions in my heart at which you ought, 10 
tremble, if che diſtance I 2m ar did not. affiord 
thee time to alter thy conduct, and allay the ex- 
ceſſivre jealouſy wih which I am tormentcd. 1 
am informed, that you was catched alone with 
Nadir, the white cunuch, whoſe head {hall pay 
for his infidelity and treachery. How, could you 
forget youriclt ſo far as pot to be ſeaſible, that 
it is not allowed you to receive 3 white eunuch 
into your chamber, whilſt you have black ones 
appointed to ſerve you? You may ſay what you 
will to me; that theſe eunuchs are not men; 
and that your virtue raiſes you above all thoughts 
that an imperfc& likeneſs might give birth to. 
This is not ſufficicat, cither for you, or for me; 
not for you, becauſe you have done what the 
laws of the ſeraglio forbid; nor ſor me. in that 
you rob me of my honour, in expoſing yourſelf 
to the looks ; to the looks, did I ſay ? may be to 
the attempts of a traitor, who may have defiled 
pos by his crimes, and yet more by the repinings 
f his deſpair, and of his impotence. Perhaps 
von will ſay, that you have always continued 
faithful. How had you a power to be other- 
wilc? How could you deccive the. vigilance of 
| — who are aſtoniſhed at the 
A . life 
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life you lead ? How could you break through 
thoſe bolts and doors with which you are locked 
up? You glory in a virtue which is not free, and 
perhaps your impure defires have robbed you g 
thouſand times of the merit and value of that f;. 
delity of which you ſo much boaſt. 1 will ad 
mit that you have not done all that I might ves 


ſonabiy ſuſpect; that this traitor has not laid his 


Ffacrilegious hands upon you; that you have 1 
fufcd to Indulge him with a fight of the dclightz 
bf bis maſter; chat, covered with your habit, 


you let that weak barrier between you and him 
remain ; chat, firuck wich u reverential awe, be 


caſt hi eyes de the ground ; that, failing in his 
he trembled at the chaſtiſement he was 


preparing for himfelf. Though all this ſhould 
be true, it is nevertheleſs ſo, that you have ated 


comrary to your duty. And if you have broke 
Gkrough your duty for nothing, withopt fulfilling | 
your irregular defires, what would you have done 


* What would you do, if you 
could leave that ſacred place, which ſeems to you 
a mdancholy priſon, though it is an happy afy- 
lum to your companions againſt the attacks of 
vice; an holy temple, where your ſex loſes its 
tion to all the diſadvantages of nature. What 
would you do, if, abandoned to yourſelf, you 


had no other defence but your love to me, which 


is fo grievouſly injured, and your own duty, 
which you have ſo baſcly ated againſt ? How ſa- 
cred are the manners of the 


<<< FU aA 


country in which 
you lire, which ſecure you from the attewpr of 


i 
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| He ranelt Daves! You ought to thank me for 
the reſteaive I make you live under, fince it is b 
dlaronly thai you even merit to live. The chief 
efthe-eunuchs is intolerable to you, becauſe he 


his 
| oy yi becauſe by.ie form 


wemely ugly, as if the handſomeſt obi cts ſhould. 
be appointed to ſuch kind of poſts as his. The. 
 difhionours you, is what afflicts vou. Bat what 
kas your chief flare done to you. She has told. 
Zdida are not decent; this is the cauſe of your 
merfion. I ought. Zachi, to be a ſevere judge, 
but Lam a kind huſband, who deſires to find you. 
innocent. The love I bear to Roxana, my new: 
ſpouſe, has not deprived me of that 1endernels. 
which I ought to entertain for you, who are not 
ks beautiful. I divide my love between you. 
wo, and Roxana hath no other advantage bur 
— 


Smyrna, the 22th of the | 4 
A. moon Zilcade, ; 17 j. ah EY 
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Nadir. You who, in a cold languiſhing old age 


may not guitleſs raiſe your eyes to tbe dreadful 


objeQts of my love; you, to whom it i never: als | 


loved to put your ſacrilegious foot over the 
threſhold of the tremendous place which conceals 
them from the view of every human eye; you 
fuffer thoſe whoſe conduct is intruſted to your 
care to do what you have not boldneſs enough 
to do yourſelf ; and are you not ſenfible of the 


thunder juſt ready to break on you and them? 


And what are you but vile infiruments which 1 


can deſtroy according to my humour, who exiſt. 


only as long as you obcy ; wha were born only 


to live under my laws, or to die at my pleaſure 
who do not breathe longer than my happineſs;- 


my love, and even my jealouſy, have need of 
your ſervility; in ſhort, who have no other por. 
ſure, and no hope but my happineſs. Some of 
wy wives, I know, bear with impatience the ſtriſt 
laws of duty; the continual preſence of a black 
eunuch diſguſts them; they are tired with thoſe 
frightful objects which are appointed to confine 


their affections to their huſband ; all this I know, 


But you, who have taken part ia this irregulari- 
ty, you ſhall be puniſhed 
make all thoſe who have abuſed my confidence 


vader wy fret. 


Sanna, the 2d of the 
_" Siduy Zilcade, 722. 
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in ſuch a manner as t 


tremble. — and by 
Hali, the them all, I fwear, chat if 
you ſwervis from your duty, 1 will regard yo 
life but as the life of thoſe inſefts which I cru 
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* 1 1 R XX. 
Janox to the Tig Bu. 


TSBEE, in proportion 2s be removes further 
from his ſcraglio, turns his mind towards. 
thoſe women who are devoted to him: he fighs ; 
he ſheds tears; his grief augmeors ; his ſuſpici- 
ons gain ſtrength. He wants to 'cacreaſe the 
number of their guardians. He is going to ſend 


me back again, with all che blacks who anead 


lim. is fears ace not for bit, bur for what 
is Gearer to him a thouſand times than himſelf. 


| I return then to live under thy laws, and to nd 


vide thy cares. Alas! how many things are 
cellary to the happineſs of one man! At the 
fame inftant that nature placed women in a de- 
pendent fate, it feemed to deliver them from it ; 


order aroſe between the two ſexes, beciuſe 


heir rights were mutual. The plan of hama 


men and women My brow is becoming fi 
I ſhall contract a gloomy air, joy ſhall fly f 


N FN I wit wack 
. I know how I ought to curry 


3 


F 


mu-, uncles, and 


be vain, becomes proud ; and which h is many! 
eaſy to deſtroy than to humble. 122 


felf in thy preſence. 


Smyrna, the 12th of the 
moon Zilcade, 1712. 
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J 8 oben eg ab Da .* 6 
8 to his Friend I8BEN, af SUT AXA. 


Air we have reach 


ed Leghorn. It is a new city, 2 proof of 


the great g 

doko of 2 flouriſhiog city in Italy from 
x tnarſhy village. Here the women are greatly 
indulged: they may look at men through certain 
windows, called zeakufics they may go out eve · 
ry day, accompanied only by ſome old. women; 
they wear only a fingle veil . Their brothers- 
nephews may viſit them; ut 
which the huſband is ſcarcely ever offended, 


The firſt view of .a Chriſtian city is à great fight 
to a Mahometan, I do not mean ſuch things av. 
ar firſt 'view ſtrixe every ſpectator, as the differs 


ence of buildings, dreſs , and principal cuſtoms; 
there is, even io the minuteſt things, a fingulart- 
' which I know not how to deſcribe, though þ 
feet it. We fer out for Marſcilics to mog- 
row; our continuance there will be ſhort; for 


Wes aod I defign 10 ge immediately to Fart, 
which i the ſeat of the European empire. Geol 


be Perſian women went Sous, * wa 
od | cities 


4 "= << - 


of the dukes of Tuſcany, who 
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Giles ane always the defired objects of travellers 


'for they are a kind of common country to all 
rangers. Farcwel ; be aſſared I fhall always 


love you. 


the 12th of the 


LETTER Xu. 
Rica fo IU, of SrnnA. 22 


an ... and all 
| the while in a continual motion. There 
ed done before one can be ſet» 
ded, meet with all the perſons one has buſineſs 


| with, and procure every thing neceflary, all which 


are wanted at once. Paris is as large as Iſpahan. 
ted by aſtrologers, they are ſa loftiy. Thou wilt 
cally judge, that a city built in the air, which has 
fix or ſeven houſes one on another, muſt be ex- 
tremely populous, and that, when all this world 
of people are come down into the ſtreets, there 
muſt be a fine buſtle. Thou wilt not, perhaps, 
believe, that during the month I have been here, 
T have not yet ſeen one perſon a. walking. There 
s no people in the world who make better uſe 
of their machines than the French ; they run; 
they fly; the flow carriages of Aſia, the regular 
pace of our camels, would make them fall aſleep. 


Y As for my own part, who am not made for ſuch 
expedition, and who often po on foot without al- 
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tering my pace, I am ſometimes as mad as a Chi 
Kian ; for, paſſiog over the ſplaſhing me from 
head 20 foor, I cannot pardon the punches of d. 
bows, which I receive regularly and periodically, 
A man comes behind me, and paſſes me, turm 
me half round, and another who croſſes me on: 
the other fide, in an inſtant returns me back a» 
gain into my firſt place; and I am more bruiſed. 
before I have walked a hundred paces than if 1 
had travellcd ten leagues, Thou muſt not expe 
that I can as yet give thee a perfect account of 
the dean manners and cuſtoms ; I have my- 
felf only a faint, idea of them, and have ſcarcdy 
bad more than time to wonder. The king of 
France is the moſt puiſſant prince in Europe. 
Ke has not, like bis neighbour. the king of Spain, 
mines of gold; but his riches are greater than 
his ; for he ſupplics them from the vanity of his 
ſubjects, more inexhauſtible than thoſe mines, 
He has engaged in, and ſupported, great wary, 
without any other fund than the ſale of titles of 
honour, and his troops have been paid, his towns 
fortified, and his fleets fined out, by a prodigg 
of human pride. This prince is, beſides, a great 
magician ; he exerciſes his empire even over dd 
minds of his ſubjets, and makes them think s 
he'pleaſes, If he has but only a thouſand crows 
in his treaſury, and has occafion for two, he 
needs only tell them that one crown is worth 
two, and they believe it. If he has a difficult 
war to maintain, and has no money, he has only 


0 put it into their heads that a piece of paper #Y 
money, and they are preſently convinced of the 
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truth of it. He even goes ſo far as to make 
them believe that he can cure them of all kinds 
of evils by touching them; ſo great is the power 
and influence which he has over their minds. 
Thou ncedeſt not be aftoniſh:d at what I tell thee 
of this prince; there is another magician more 
than he, who is no leſs maſter of his 
mind than he is of thoſe of others. This magi- 
cian is called rhe Pope : ſometimes he makes him 
believe, that the bread which he eats is not bread, 
or that the wine which he drinks is not wine, and 
a thouſand other things of the ſame nature. 
And, to keep him always in breath, and that he 
may not loſe the habit of believing, he gives him, 
from time to time, to exerciſe him, certain arti- 
cles of faith. It is two years fince he ſcat him a 
large ſcroll, — be called conflitution, and 
pins nod all his urg rn. every thing 
i contained. He ſucceeded with the king, who 
inſtantly ſubmitted, and ſet an example to his 
fubjefts ; but ſome among 8 and 


rea 
down from heaven; which is properly their Ko- 
— The women, careged at this afirent offer. 
ed to their ſex, raiſe all their force againſt the 
conflitutian ; they have gained the men to their 
| Party, who, on this occaſion, will not receive 
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1 their privilege. The Mufei, it muſt be owned; 
does not reaſon amiſs ; and, by the great HA 
& muſt be, that he has been ioſtrocted in the 

principles of our holy faith ; for, fince the 90. 
men are an inferior creation to ours, and our 

inform us, that they will not enter in- 

to paradiſe, for what end ſhould they concern 
themiclves in reading a book, which is only de- 
fGigned to teach the way to Paradiſe ? Some mira- 
culous things 1 have heard related of the king, 
which I doubt not but you will heſitate to believe. 

It is ſaid, that whilſt he made war againſt hy 

neighbours, who were all leagued againſt him, 

he had in his kingdom an infinite number of ene · 

mies, who ſurrounded him. They add, that he 

fearched for them above thirty years, and that, 
notwithſtanding the unwearicd pains of ſome der- 
viſes, who have his confidence, he could never 
diſcover one. They live with him ; are in his 
court, in his capital, in his troops, in his tribu- 
| nals; yet, it is ſaid, he will have the mortifics- 
tion to dic without finding one of chem. They 
may be ſaid to have a general exiſtence, and wo 
have nothing of individualicy ; it is a body, but 
without menibers. Doubtleſs it is heaven that 
puniſh this prince, for not having been 

+ fullici moderate towards his conquered: ene» 

mies, fince it hath raiſcd up againſt him iovifible } 

rior to his own. I ſhall continue to write to 
remote from the character and genius of the Per- 
* It is indeed the ſame earth that bears vs 
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both ; yet the men of the country in which 1 
live, and thoſe of that which thou ishabiteſt, 
are very different kinds of men. 


Paris, the ath of the moon of 
the zd Rebiab, 1713. 


rr Ae. 
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C374 


VUsBrxk fo Is SEN, af Surank. 


1 Have received a letter from thy bepbew Res 

di, who acquaints me with his deſigu to ſeł 
an 2nd that the ſole view of bis voyage is to 
improve himſclf, and thereby to render himſelt 
more worthy of thee. I congratulate thee, on 
having a nephew who will one day be the com- 
fort of thy old age. Rica writes thee a long let- 


| ter; he tells mic that he gives rhee a large account 


of this country. The quicknefs of his under - 
landing makes him apprehend every thing wn 
eaſe; as to me, who conceive more ſlowly, an- 
not at preſent inform thee of any thing. Thou 
irt the ſubject of our moſt tender con verſatiors: 
ve can never talk enough of the kind reception 
you afforded us at Smyrna; nor of the friends 
thip thou renderedſt us, Mayeſt thou, pcaerots 


loben, find every where friends, xx yriteful 464 


10 faithful as we! May 1 foon fee thee again; 


| Mid once more enjoy with thee thoſe happy days, 


. hong 
vel. 


a cit 112-5 ee 
| of the 2d Rebiab, 1712. IG At LE; 
Vor. I. E LETTER 
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LETTER XXVI. 


Usntx to Roxana, at the Seraglio at Isr AAA. 


OW happy art thou, Roxana, to be in the 


delightful country of Perſia, and not in 
theſe poiſoned climes, where neither virtue nor 


modeſty are known ! How happy art thou! Thon 


lieeſt in my ſeraglio, as in the abode of innocence, 
ſecure from the attempts of all mankind ; yon, 
with pleaſure, experience a happy inability to gp 
aſtray ; nerer did man pollute you with his laſci- 
vious looks; during the freedom of feſtivities 
even your father-in-law never {aw your fine 
mouth; you never neglected to cover it wick 
holy veil. Happy Roxana ! whenever you have 
gone into the country, you have always had eu- 
nuchs to march before, to puniſh with death the 
temeri of thoſe who did not fly from your fight. 
Even I myſelf, to whom heaven gave you to make 
me happy, how much trouble have I had to ren- 
der myſelf maſter of that treafure, which with ſo 
much conſtancy you defended ! How diſtreſling 
to me, during the firſt days of our marriage, not 
to ſee you? And how impatient when I had beheld 


von Yet you would not ſatisfy it; on the con- 


trary you, increaſed it, by the obſtinate refuſals of 
your baſhfal alarms ; you did not diſtinguiſh ant 
from all other men, from whom you are always 
concealed. Do you recollect the day I loſt you 
among your ſlaves, who beirayed me, and hid 
vou from my ſearcbhes? Do you remember ano- 
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you engaged the authority of your mother, to 
ſtop the eagerneſs of my love ? Do you remem- 
der, when every other reſource failed you, thoſe 
you found in your own courage? You took a 
dagger, and threatened to ſacrifice a huſband who 
ſell. Two months paſſed in the ſtruggle between 
love and modeſty. You carried your modeſt 
ſcruples too far; you did not even ſubmit afier 
you were conquered. You defended to the laſt 


moment a dying virginity ; you regarded me as 


an enemy who had done you a wrong. not as a 
huſband who had loved you; you was above 


three months before you could look at me with- 


out a bluſh; your bathful looks ſceaied to re- 
proach me with the advantage I had taken. 1 
did not enjoy even a quiet poileſſion; you depri - 


ved me of all thoſe charms and graces that you 


could; and without having obtained the leaſt fa- 
vours, I was raviſhed with the greateſt. If your 


. education had been in this country, here, you 


would not have been fo troubleſome. The wo- 


men here have loſt all modeſty ; they preſent 


themſelves before the men with their faces unco- 
vered, as though they would demand of them 
their defeat; they watch for their looks; they 
ſee them in their moſques, their public walks, 
and even by themſclves ; the ſervice of eunuchs 
Bs unknown to them. In the room of that no- 


| ble Guplicicy, and that amiable modeſty which 


ragns amongft you, a brutal impudence prevails, 


E 2 to 
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to which it is impoſſible to be accuſtomed. Yay 
if thouiwert here, Roxana, you would be en 
ged at the wretched ſhamefulneſs io which y 
fex is degenerated ; you would fly theſe pollutef 
places, aud ſigh for that ſweet retreat, where you Þ 
find innocence, and yourſelf ſecure, and when 
no: dangers tercify:you : in a word, where you 
lours; when you perfume your whole body with 
che maiſt precious eſſences, when you deck yours 
ſelf with the richeſt dreſſes, when you endeavour 
to diſtinguiſh yourſelt from your companions by 
your graceful motions in dancing, and when, by 
the ſweetneſs of your voice, you pleafingly dil. 
pute with them charms, affability, and gaiery, 1 
cannot imagiae you have any other object wo 
pleaſe but myſelf ; and, when I ſee your modeſt 
bluſh, that your eyes ſeck mine, that you inna. 


S rrcr rere 


But what can I think of the European women? 
The art which forms their complexion, the or- 
naments they uſe in dreſs, the pains which they 
take with their perſons, the conſtant deſire 0 
pleaſe that poſſeſſres them, are blemiſhes in their 
virtue, and affronts to their huſbands. It is not, 
Roxana, thai I ſuſpect they carry their incroach- | 
ments upon virtue to ſuch a length as their con- 
duct might lead one to believe; or that they care 
ry their defection to fuch a horrid exceſs, that 
makes one tremble, as really to violate the con- 


jug } 


 & «<6 ad iis 


rr . 08 ON 0 OH OG 0 I 


PERSIAN LETTERS. 53 
jagal vow. There are few women abandoned e- 
nough 10 go this length; they all bear in their 


hearts a certain impreſſion of virtue, 
cagraved on them, which though their education 


| may weaken, it cannot deſtroy. Though they 


may decline the external duties which 
exafts; yet, when about to take the laſt ſtep, na- 
ture returns to their help. Thus when we ſhut you 
up cloſely, when we make you be guarded by ſo 
miny ſlaves, when we fo ſtrongly reſtrain your 
defires when they would range 100 far; it is not 


know that purity cannot be too great, and that 


by the leaſt Kain it may be polluted. I piry you, 
Roxana ; your chaſtity, fo long tried, merited a 
huſband who would never have left you, and who 
can be ſubdued by your virtue alone. 


* 


| Faris, the jth dey of the 


moon Reged, 1912. 


L ET T E A XXVIL 
Usnex fo Niacin, of Isr ana. 


E. are at preſent at Paris, that proud rival 
of the city of the ſun *. I engaged my 
friend Ibben, when I left Smyraa, 10 ſend a box 
to thee, containing ſome preſents for thee ; by 


Though removed at ſo great a diſtance from 


x - 
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him, as five or fix hundred leagues, I fend my 
letters to him, and receive his, with as much fa. 
cility as if he was at Iſpaban, and myſelf at Cam, 
My letters I ſend to Marſeilles, from whence 
there are veſſels going continually to 8Smyrus; 
from thence, thoſe intended for Perſia, be feads 
by the Armenian caravans, which are conſtandly 
departing for Iſpahan. Rica enjoys perieft 
health ; his ſtrong conſtitution, yonth, and av 
tural cheerfulneſs, reader him ſuperior to every 
affliction. But, for my own part, I am not well; 
my body and mind are both depreſſed; I gin 
myſelf up to reflections which every day become 
more melancholy ; my health, which is impairs 
ed, turas my mind towards my own country, and 
But I conjure thee, dear Neſſir, take care that my 
wives may be ignorant of the condition I am in; 
for if they love me, I would ſparc their fears; 
and if they love me not, I would not increaſe 
their boldneſs. If my eunuchs believed mein 
danger, if they could hope their bafe compliance 
to be deaf to the flattering voice of that fex, 
which can melt rocks, and move things inani- 
mate. Farewel, Neſhr ; it is a happineſs to me 
to afford thee proofs of my confidence. 

| Paris, the gth day of the moon 

_ of Chabban, 13:2. | 


LETTES 
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0G TT 08 XXVII. 


Rica to ©, 


Yolo, I ſaw a very exracedinacy ding, 
though it happens every day at Paris. Af- 


ter dinner, towards evening, all the people aſ- 


ſemble to a& a kind of mimickry, which I heard 


called a play. The performance is in a place 
called a theatre; on each fide are little nooks, 


called boxes, in which the men and women act 


together dumb ſcenes ; ſomething like thoie in 
uſe in Perſia. Here you ſee a languiſhing love- 
fick lady ; another more animated cagerly ogling 
her lover, whoſe returns are as ardent ; all the 
paſſions are painted in their faces, and expreſſed 
by an eloquence which, though dumb, is not the 
leſs lively. Here, the actreſſes expoſe but half 
their bodies, and commonly, out of modeſty, 
wear 2 muff to conceal their arms. In che low- 


er part of the theaire is a troop of people ſtand- 


ing, who ridicule thoſe who are above, and 
they in their turn, laugh at thoſe below. But 
thoſe who put themſelves to the greateit trouble, 
are ſome who take the advantage of their youth 
to ſupport the fatigue of it. They are forced to 
be every where, they go through paſſages known 
oaly to themſelves, they mount, with extraordi- 
nary activity from ſtory to ſtory ; they are above, 


| below, and in every box , they dive, it I may fo 


ſpeak; they are loſt this moment, and appear a- 
gain the next; they often leave the place of the 
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expected, ſeeing they uſe crutches, who walk and 
move about like the others. You come, at 
length, to ſome rovms where they act a private 


comedy. This commences with low bows, con- 


tioued by embraces ; the flighteſt acquaimance, 
they fay, gives a man a right to ſqueeze another 
to death. This place ſeems to inſpire tenderneſs; 
in fact, they fay, that the princeſſes who reign 


here are not cruel, and excepting two, or three, 
hours a day, in which they are hard hearted e- 


ble, and that the other humour is a kind of 
drunkenneſs which they cafily quit. All that 1 
have been relating to you, is pretty nearly tran 


acted in another place, called the Opera-houſe; ; 


all the diffcrence is, that they fpeak at the one, 
and fing at the other. A friend of mine, the 
other day, took me into a room where one of the 
principal actreſſes was undreffing ; we became fo 


intimate, that the next day I received from hey 


the following epiſtle. 

< Stn, 
l the moſt unhappy woman in the world. 
« | have been always the moſt virtuous woman 


in the whole opera. Seven, or eight, months 


+ ago, as | was.drefiing myſelt for a pricſteſs of 
Diana, in the fame room you ſaw me in ye- 
< fterday, a young abbot came in, and, regard» 
* leſs of my white habit, my veil, or my frontlet, 
« deprived me of my innocence. I have in vain 
« remonſtrated to him the facrifice 1 made to 

« him 


ſcene, and go to play in another. Now there: 
are others, thongh ſach a prodigy is not to be 
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« him, he only laughs, and maintains he found 
« me a very profane woman. In the mean time 
I dare not come upon the ſtage I am ſo big; 
« for I am, with reipett io honour, inconceiva- 


« ably delicate, and I always infiſt, that io a wo- 
«man well born it is more caly to loſe her vir - 
« que than ber modeſty. Wath this delicacy, 
« you may readily judge, that the young abbot 
«4 had never ſucceeded, if he had not made wo 
* me a promiſe of marriage ; ſuch 2 iawful mo- 
* tive induced me to paſs over thoſe litile uſual 
«. formalities, and to begin where I ought 10 have 
* concluded. But fince his infidelity has dii- 
« honourcd me, I will no longer continue at the 


| © opera, where, between you and me, they 


« ſcarcely give me ſuſſicient for my ſupport ; 
<« for,” at preſent, that I advance in years, and 
« loſe the advantage of charms, my ſalary, tho 
* the ſame, ſeems to diminiſh daily. I have 
« learned from one of your attendants, that in 
« your country a good dancer is highly eſteem- 
< cd, and that if I was at Iſpahan, my fortune 
« would be quickly made. If you would take 
me under your protection, yeu would have 
« the prailc of doing good to a woman, who by 


© here virtue and prudent conduct, would not 


© render herſclf unworthy of your — 
« I am, c.“ 


From Paris, the 24 of the 
moon of Chalval, 2712. 


LETTER 
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LETTE R XXX. 
Rica fo IBBEN, af SMYRNA. 


pope is the head of the Chriſtians ; ag 
old idol whom they reverence through eu 
tom. He was heretofore terrible even to prince: 
themſelves ; for he depoſed them as eaſily as our 
magnificent fakans do the kings of Iremetta au 
Georgia ; but he is no longer feared. He ſays hy 
is the ſucceſſor of one of the firſt chriſtians, name 
Saint Peter; and it is certainly a rich ſucceſſion, 
for he hath immeoſe treaſures, and a large coun: 
try under his dominion. Ihe biſhops are the men} 
of the law, who are ſubject to him, and have, un 
der his authority, two very different functiom 
Articles of faith are conſtituted by them as well 
as by himſelf, when they are aſſembled together. 
When they are ſeparated, the bufineſs of their fun 
tion is no other, than to diſpenſe with the fulſil- 
ment of the law. For the Chriſtian religion, thos 
muſt know, is loaded with a vaſt number ot very 
difficult practices, and as it is judged leſs eaſ/ u 
fulfil thoſe obligations, than to have biſhops 1 
diſpenſe with them, they have, for the public be- 
neiit, taken the latter method, in ſuch a manner, 
that if they are not willing to obſerve the faſt of} 
Rahmazan “, if unwilling to ſubje& themſelves u 
the formalities of marriage, if they would break 
their vows, if they would marry contrary to the 
. nay, ſometimes if they 
are 
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are deſirous not to abide by their oath, they go to 
the biſhop or pope, who preientiy grants a diſ- 
i The bithops do not make articles of 


faith of their own proper accord. [here is a pro- 


digious number of doctors, for the moſt part der- 
viſcs, who raiſe among themielves new queſtions 
in religion, which are left in diſpute a long time, 
and the contention ſubſiſts until a deciſion comes 
to terminate it. I can alſo affirm to thee, that 
there never was a kingdom where there has been 
fo many civil wars as in that of Chriſt. Thoſe 
who publiſh any new propoſition, are, at once 
called beretics ; each hereſy has its own name, 
which is uſcd in ridicule to thoſe who engage in 


n. But no man need to be an heretic unleſs he 


will; he has only to divide the difference in the 
middle, and admit a diſiinction to thoſe who 
charge him with hereſy, and provided there be a 
diſtinction, intelligible or not, be purifics himſelf 
2s white as ſnow, and may make himiclf eſteemed 
orthodox. What I tell you does very well in 
France and Germany ; but I have heard that in 
Spain and Portugal the derviſes do not reliſh jeſt- 
ing, and will burn a man as readily as they would 
aw. When a man comes into the hands of 
theſe people there, it is happy for him if he has 
always prayed to God with little wooden balls in 


| bis hands, that he has carricd about with him 


picces of cloth faſtened to two ribbons, and that 


he has been ſometimts in the province of Galicia; 


otherwiſe the poor devil is terribly embarraſſed. 
Though he ſhould ſwear like a pagan that he is or · 
* they may not admit "Om 


66 PERSIAN LETTERS. 


and may bura him for an heretic ; it is to no p 
poſe for him to make diſtinftions, away with of: 
tinctions, he ſhall be in aſhes before they 'eves 
think of hearing him. The judges here common: 
ly preſume upon the innocence ot the accuſed; 
there they alwavs ſuppoſe the party culpable. Y 
in doubt, it is their cuſtom to determine on the 
fide of ſeverity ; probably becauſe they think bai 
| Iy of mankind ; but the others conceive fo will 
| of them that they never judge them capable of 
he, for they receive the teſtimony of mortal en 
mies, of looſe women, of ſuch who follow an i 
famous calling. The others in their ſentence pay 
a ſlight compliment to thoſe whom they dreſs uy 
in a ſhirt painted with flames of fire; and aſſum 
them that they are extremely concerned to fet 
them ſo badly habited ; that their own diſpoſition 
is to mercy; that they abhor blood, and that the 
are grieved at having condemned them. Bur for 
their own conſolation, they confiſcate to their owe 
emolument all the effects of the miſerable ſuffers 
ers. Happy the land which is poſſeſſed by the 
children of the prophets ! There theſe melanche 
ly ſpeftacles are unknown *. The holy religion 
brought there by angels, maintains its power . 
truth itſelf ; it needs no cruel means for its fups 
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Paris, the 4th of the moon - 
® The Perfians are of a more toleratipg ſpirit than the othit 
' - # . . | 4 
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LET. T 4:0. XK. 
Rica to the Same, at SMYRNA, 


HE people of Paris are curious to an extra · 
vagant degree. When I came here | was 
fared at as if I had been ſent from heaven; old 
and young, men, women, and children, all muſt 
have a peep at me. If | went out, every body was 
& their windows ; if I walked ia the Thuilleries, 
I was preſcacly ſurrounded by a circle; the - 
men formed a rainbow about me, variegated with 
a thouſand colours; if I attended the public ſhows, 


my ſtrange figure attracted a hundred ſpying- 


glaſſes ; in ſhort, never was a man ſo much look- 
cd at as myſelf, I ſmiled ſometimes at hearing 
perſons, who but ſcarcely ever ſtirred from their 
chamber, whiſpering to each other, it muſt be 
allowed he has much of the air of a Perſian. But 


| what is very wonderful, I met with my own pic- 


rure every where, ſaw myſelf multiplied in every 
Hop, upon every chimney-picce ; ſo fearful were 
they of not ſeeing me ſufficiently. Alltheſe ho 
nours however are only burdenſome ; I did not 
imagine I was ſo curious, or ſo extraordinary 2 
perſon ; and though I think very well of myſelt, 


- 1 ever imagined I ſhould hare diſturbed the quiet 


of a great city where I was wholly unknown. 
This determined me to quit my Perſian dreſs, and 
Put on that of an European, to try if my phyſio- 
gnomy would yet retain any of the wonderful. 

Vor. I. F This 
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This experiment convinced me of what I real 
was; diveſted of theſe foreign ornaments found! 


myſelf properly rated. 1 had occaſion enouguu 


be diſpleaſed with my taylor for making me lok 
all public regard and attention, for I at once ſunk 
into a contemptible nothingneſs. I was ſometima 
an hour in company without being the leaſt no. 
ticed, and without an body's giving me occaſion 
to ſpeak. But if by chance any one informed the 
company that I was a Perſian, there was a buz& 
round me; ha! ha} the gentlemau a Perſian! ver 
firavge, that any oy ſhould be a Perſian 


_ 


Paris, the 6th of the moon 
Chalval, 1922. 


LETTER XXXI. 
RE DI fe UsBEK at Paris. 


4 at preſent, my dear Uſbek, at Venice. 

After ſceing all the cities in the world, a per- 
ſon may be ſurpriſed on his arrival at Venice; 
will always excite wonder to ſee a city whoſe ſpire 
and moſques riſe out of the water, and to meet 
with an innumerable people in a place where m- 
turally fiſhes ought only to be found. But this 
profane city wants the moſt precious treaſure in 


the world, that is pure water; it is impoſſible hen 
to perform a fingle legal ablution. This ciry BY 
an abomination to our holy propher, who never 
beholds it from the height of heaven, but with 


indignation. Was it not for this, wy cr VO 
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I ſhould be delighted to ſpend my life here, where 
my underſtanding is every day improved. | gain 


| 2 knowledge of commercial ſecrets, the intereſts 


of princes, their method of government ; nor do 
I even deſpiſe the European ſuperſtitions; | ap - 


ply to medicines, phyſics, aſtronomy ; I ſtudy the 


arts; in ſhort I get out of the clouds in which [ 
was enveloped in my native country. 


Venice, the 16th of the moon 
Chalval, 2522. 


LETT 2 1 XXX. 
Baca fo * 


2 other day I went to ſee a houſe where 
a mean provition is made for about three 
hundred perſons. Ii ad ſoon done, for the church 
and the buildings are not worth regarding. The 
inhabitants of this houſe are very chearful, many 
of them play together at cards, or at other games 
that I do not underſtand. As I was coming a- 
way, one of theſe men was going out alſo, and 
hearing me enquire the way to Murais, which is the 


moſt extreme quarter of all Paris, I am going therc, 


faid he to me, and I vill conduct you there; follow 
me. He guided me admirahly, cleared me from 
crouds, and ſaved me very dexteroully from coach⸗ 
es and carriages. Our walk was pretty near at an 
end when my curioſity prompted me: my good 
iriend, ſaid Ito him, may not I know who you 
| = r 
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faid I to him, are you blind ? And why did you 


not deſire the honeſt man you was playing u 
cards with to conduct us. He is blind alſo, mw 


plied he; there hath been for this four hundred 
years, three hundred blind perſons in the houſe 
where you met with me; but I muſt leave you, 
there is the ſtreet you aſked for: I muſt join thy 


crowd to go into that church, where I dare ſwear 
1 ſhall be a greater obſtruction to others % 


they to me. 


Paris, the 19th of the 
moon Chalval, 1712. 
L E T T E R XXXIII. 
 Vouex 70 Nuzvr, af Venice. 


T Paris wine is ſo extremely dear, on ac- 


of it. Wheo I think upon the melancholy, fatal 
effects of this Equor, I cannot avoid conſidering 
it as the moſt dreadful preſent that nature hath 


made to mankind. If avy thing ever diſgraced 


the lives and characters of our monarchs, it hath 
been their imemperance ; it hath been the moſt 


empoiſoned ſpring from whence have iſſued alt } 


their injuſtice and crueliy. I muſt needs fay, to 
the diſgrace of theſe men, the law prohibirs our 


are ? I am, Sir, replied he, a blind man. Howl 


"3 count of the duties laid on it, that it ſeems 
as if it was deſigned to ſulfil the commands of 
the divine Koran, which prohibits the drinking 
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princes the uſe of wine, and yet they drink it ta 
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| <cencefs char degrades them of humanity ; this 


toom, on the contrary, is indulged to the Chri- 


ian princes, and never obſerved to lead them 
into any crime. The mind of man is a coptra- 
dition to itſelf. During a licentious debauch 
they tranſgrefs the precepts, and the law made 


o render us juſt, ſerves only to render us more 


eulpable. Yet when I diſapprove of the ule of 


this liquor, which deſtroys our reaſon, I do not 
nt the ſame time condemn thoſe i 


which 
exhilarate the mind. Ihe Oricntals are fo wiſe, 
as to inquire after remedics againſt melancholy, 
diſorders. When any misfortune happens to an 
European, he hath no other reſource. but. to read 
a philoſoper called Seneca: but the Afiarics, 
more ſenfible than they, and in this caſe better 
naturaliſts, drink a liquor capable of chearing 
the heart, and of charming away the remem» 
brance of its ſufferings. Fhere is nothing ſo di- 
fireſling as the conſolations drawn from the ne- 
celity of evil, the incfficacy of medicines, the 
irreverſchleneſs of fatality, the decrees of provi- 
dence v, and the miſerable condition of humani- 
9. It is mockery to attempt to ſoften evils by 
the confideration, that it is the conſequence of 
our being born; it is much better to divert the 
mind from its reflections, and to treat man as 


| Iheing fuſceprible of ſenlation, rather than rea- 


This may be true according to the abſurd ideas of them 
which Mahom«:iſm teaches ; but by no means ſo with reſpect 


to that idea which the Chriſtian revelation gives of them. 


£ We fon. 
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ſon. The ſoul united to a body is 
under its tyranniĩcal power. If the blood m 
too flowly, if the ſpiris are not ſufficiently pure, 
if they are not enough in quantity, we become 
dejetted and melancholy ; but if we make uſe of 
fuch liquors that can change the diſpoſition ef 
our bodies, our foul again becomes eapable of 
receiving pleafing ideas, and is ſen ſible of a ſeera 
pleatire tn proceiving he mackive recover, WY 
were, its life and motion. 


| Paris, the az th of the 
moon Zilcade, 171 3. 


LET TE R XV. 
Us ER fo IBBeN, of Sunn. 


1 Perſia are finer than thok 
of France; but thoſe of this country are 
prettier. It is difficult not to love the firſt, and 
not to be pleaſcd with the latter; the one are 
more delicate and modeſt, and the others more 
gay and airy What in Perſia renders the blood 
ſo pure, is the iegular life the women obſerve, 
they neither game nor fit up late, they drink av 
wine, and · do not expoſe themſelves to the open 


, * air. It muſt be allowed that the ſeraglio is bev 


ter adapted for health than for pleaſure ; its 
a dull uniform kind of life, where every thing 
turns upon ſubjeftion and duty; their very ples- 
ſures are grave, and their paſtimes ſolemn, and 
2— taſte them but 23 ſo many tokens 

| author 
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zu Perſia are not ſo gay as the French; there is 
not that freedom of mind, and that appearance 
of content, which I meet with here in perſons of 
all eftares and ranks. It is ſtill worſe in Turky, 
where there are familics in which from father to 
fon, not one of them ever laughed: from the foun- 
dation of the monarchy.. The gravity of che 
i among them, who never ſee each other but 


fwcct engagement of the heart, which conſtitutes 
gy gym. Pape away y 
known. They retire within their own houſe, 
A chey conftancly End the ſame company ; 
inſomuch that each family may be conſidered as 
living in an iſland detached from all others. 
Diſcourfing one time on this ſubje& with a per- 
fon of this country, he ſaid to me, that which 
gives me moſt offence among all your cuſtoms is 
whoſe minds and inclinations always favour of the 
meanneſs of their condition. Thoſe ſentiments 
of virtue which you have in you from nature 
are enfcebled and deſtroyed by theſe baſe wretch- 
es who ſurround you from your infancy. For, 
m ſhort, diveſt yourſelf of prejudice, and what 
can you expect from an education reccived from 
ſuch a wrceteh, who places his whole merit in be- 
ing a jailer to the wives of another man, and 


 Ukes a pride in the vileſt employment in ſociety ? | 
who is deſpicable for that very fidelity which is 


„ 
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jealouly, and defpair ? who, inflamed with a dev | 
ſire of revenging himſelf on both ſexes, of whi 

he is an out- caſt, ſubmitting to the tyranny of 
the ſtronger ſex, provided he may diſtreſs the 
weaker ; a wretch who, deriving from his imper. 
fection, uglineſs and deformity, the whole luſtre 
of his condition, is valued only becauſe he is un. 
worthy to be ſo; who, in ſhort, rivetted for evet 
to the gate where he is placed, and harder than 
the hinges and boks which ſecure it, boaſts of 
having ſpear a life of fifry years in ſo ignoble 2 
ation, alan, commrtencd by bis maiier's 3004 
louſy, he excrcifes all his crucliics. 4 


| Paris, the nach of the | 
moon Zilhade, 2773. 


LETTER XXXV. 
Usnex fo Giucnip, his Couſin, Derviſe of the 
ſhining Monzaftery of Tanis. 


HAT doſt thou think, ſublime. Gerwig 
| of the Chriſtians? Doſt thou believe, 
that at the day of judgment it will be with them 
as with the unbelieving Turks, who will ſerve hs 
Jews for aſſes, and to carry them in a high trot 

to hell ? I well know that their abode will not be 
wi h the prophets, and that the great Haly is not 
co: e for their ſakes. But doſt thou believe they 
wi be ſentenced to eternal puniſhment, becauſe 
they have been ſo unhappy as to find no moſques 
— . 
. for 
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for not pratifing a religion that he never made 
known to them? I can aſſure thee I have fre- 
quently examined theſe Chriſtians ; I have quef- 
tioned them, to ſee if they had any idea of the 
great Haly, who was the moſt excellent of man- 
kind, and have found that they have never ſo 
much as heard him mentioned. They are not 
Re thoſe infidels whom our boly prophet put to 
the ſword, for refuſing io believe in the miracles. 
of heaven; but rather like thoſe unhappy peo- 
- ple who lived under the darkneſs of idolatry, 

before the diviuc light illuminated the face of 
our great prophet. Again, if you ſearch their 
religion cloſcly, you will find ſome ſeeds of our 
dofrincs. I have often admired the ſecret diſ- 
poſitions of providence, which ſeems thereby 
willing to prepare them for a general. sonser- 
fon. I have heard ſpeak of a book of their doc- 
tors, called Polygamy Triumphant, in which is 
proved, that polygamy is enjoined to Chriſtians. 
Their baptiſm is an emblem of our legal waſh- 
ings; and the Chriſtians only miſtake in the effi- 
cacy that they aſcribe to this primary ablution, 
which they believe ſufficient for every other. 
Their prieſts and monks, like us, pray ſeven 
times in a day. They hope to enjoy a paradiſe, 
where they ſhall rafte a thouſand delights, by 
the means of the reſurrection of their bodies. 
They have, as well as we, ſet faſts, and mortifi- 
cations, by which they hope to incline the divine 
mercy. They worſhip good angels, and fear the 
evil. They pay a holy credulity to the miracles 
vhich God works by the miniſiry of his ſervants. 


* 
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They acknowledpe, as we do, the inſufficiency 
of their own merits, and the need they have of 
aninterceſſor with God. 1 ſee Mahometilm 
throughout the whole, though I do not there. 
find Mabomet. Do all we can, truth will pre. 
vail and ſhine through the cloud that ſurround 
it. A day will come, when the Eternal will ſee 
none upon the earth but true believers. | ime, 
which conſumes all things, will deſtroy even er- 
rors themſelves. All mankind will be aſtoniſſ- 
ed to find themſelves under the ſame ſtandard, 
All thiogs, even to the law itſelf, ſhall be done 
away; the divine exemplars will be taken up 
from the earth, and carried to the celeſtial ar- 


Paris, the 2oth of the 
moon Zilhage, 2713. 


EE 45 
UsBex fo RET, at VENICE. 


fee is very much ufed at Paris; here are 
A great many public houſes where they ſell i. 
In ſome of theſe. houſes they talk of news, in 
others they play at draughts. There is one where 
they prepare the coffee in ſuch a manner, that it 
inſpires the drinkers of it with wit; at leaſt, of 
all thoſe who frequent it, there is not one perſon 
in four who does not think he has more wit at- 
ter he has entered that houſe. But what offends 
0 
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{ves uſeful to their country, and that they trifle 


away their talents on childiſh things. For in- 
ance, at my arrival in Paris, I found them very 
warm about the moſt trifling controverſy imagin- 
able ; they were diſputing about the character of 


za old Greek poet, of whole country, and the 


time uf his death, they have been ignorant theſe 
two thouſand years. Both parties allowed he 
was an excellent poet; the queſtion was only 
whether he had more or leſs merit aſcribed to 
him than he deſerved. Each was for ſettling the 
value, but amidſt theſe diſtributers of reputation 
ſome made beiter weight than others; ſuch was 
the quarrel. It has been very fierce, for they ſo 
heartily abuſed each other, and were ſo bitter in 
theic raillery, that I did not leſs admire the man- 
ner of their diſpute, than the ſubject of it. If 
any one, faid I to myſelf, ſhould be giddy-head- 
ed enough in the company of theſe defenders of 
this Greek poet, to attack the reputation of an 
honeſt citizen, he would be but badly received ! 
and ſurely this zeal, ſo delicate for the reputation 
of the dead, would be inflamed in defence of that 
of the living | But however that may be, added 


this poet, whoſe abode of two thouſand years in 
the grave has not defended him from ſo implaca- 
ble an hatred ! They now do but beat the air, 
but how would ir be, if their fury was animated 
by the preſence of an enemy: Theſe Il have been 
ſpeaking of, diſpute in the vulgar tongue, and 


muſt be diſtinguiſhed from another kind of diſ- 


„ 
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which ſeems to augment the fury and obſtinacy 


of che combatants, There are particular quay 
ters of the town where theſe people engage u in 
a battle, night and day; they, as it were, feed 
themſelves with diſtinions, and live upon ob. 
ſcure reaſonings, and falſe conſequences. This 


trade, by which it ſhould ſeem no bread could be 


got, yet does not fail anſwering. A whole ns 
tion, expelled their own country, hath been ſeen 
to paſs the ſeas, to ſettle in France, bringing no- 
thing with them to ward off the neceſſities of life, 


but a formidable talent for diſputation. Farewd, 


| Paris, the laſt day of the 
moon of Zilhage, 1913. 


L x 8 E R XVI. 
UsBEK to doe, at SMYRNA. 


HE king of France is old; we have not 
one inſtance in our hiſtory, of a monarch 
who reigned ſo long. He is faid to poſſeſs to a very 
great degree the art of making himſelf obeyed; 
he governs with the ſame ſpirit, his family, hu 


court, and his kingdom; he hath often been 


heard to ſay, that of all the governments in the 
world, that of the Turks, or of our auguſt Suk 


tan, pleaſed him beſt ; ſo highly does he eſteem 


the politics of the Eaſt ! I have ſtudied his che 


rater, and have diſcovered in it contradictiom 


Iimpoſtible for me to ſolve : For example, he hath 


a miniſter who is not above cightcen years - 
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and a miſtreſs turned of fourſcore ; he lover his 
rdigion, and yet cannot bear thoſe who ſay it 


ought to be rigorouſly obſerved ; though he a- 


_ voids the tumult of cities, and is little communi- 


cative, yet he is buſy from morning to evening, 
what he may do to be talked of; he is very fond 
of trophies and victories, but he ſears as much 
to ſee a good general at the head of his troops. 
as he would have cauſe to do one at the head of 
his enemy's troops. It never happened, | believe, 
but to himſelf, to be at the ſame loaded with 
more riches than a prince could wiſh to be, and 
to be oppreſſed with a poverty that a private per- 
fon could not be able to ſuſtain. He loves to re- 
ward thoſe who ſerve him; bur he rewards as li- 


' berally the aſſiduity, or rather the idleneſs, of 
his courtiers, as the laborious campaigns of bis 


generals. He oftemimes prefers a man who un- 
dreſſes him; or who gives him a napkin when he 


fits down to table, preferable to another who taxes 


cities, or gains battles for him ; he does not 


| thiok chat the grandeur of a ſovereign ought to 


de reſtrained in the diſtribution of favours, and 
without examining whether the man he loads 
vith his favours hath real merit, he thinks his 
choice capable of rendering him ſuch ; accord- 
ingly he bath been known to beſtow a ſmall pen- 
on on a man who run away two leagues from 
the enemy, and a good government to another 
who run twice that length. He is magnificent 


dove all in his buildings; he has more ſtatues 
in his palace gardens than there are inhabitants 


in a great city, His guard is as ſtrong as chat of 
Vor. I. G the 


W 


; { 


„% PERSIAN LETTERS.” 
the prince before whom all other thrones are q 
taſed ; his armies are equally numerous, his 9 
ſources as many, and bis finances as incxhauſi 


LETTER XXXVIL 


Rica fo InnEx, of SMYRNA, 


7 Hether it is hentey to deprive women & 


their liberty, or to permit it them, 2 
great queſtion among men; it appears to me that 
there are good reaſons for and againſt this pracs 


gice, If the Europeans urge that there is a want 


of generofity in rendering thoſe perſons miſera- 
He whom we love; our Aftatics anſwer, that 
is meanneſs in men to renounce the empire which 
nature has given them over women. If chey an 


told that a great number of women, ſhut up, are 


rroubleſome, they reply, that ten women in ſub 


fractory. But they object io their turn, that the 
Europeans cannot be happy with women who are 
faichleſs to them ; they reply, that this fidelity 
which they boaſt fo much, does not hipder that 


diſguſt which always follows the gratification @ 


the paſſions ; that our women are too muck 


_ ours; that a poſſeſſion fo eaſily obtained, leaves 


nothing to be wiſhed or feared ; that a little c- 
quettry provokes _ 4 and prevents diſgul. 


je tion are leſa troubleſome than one who is 6. 
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ned to decide this queſtion ; for if the Aſiatics 
do very well to find out proper means to calm 
their vncalincſs, the Europeans alſo do as well 
to have uncaſineſs. After all, ſay they, though 
we ſhould be unhappy as huſbands, we ſhould al- 
_ ways find means to recompence ourſelves as lo- 
vers. For that a man might have reaſon to com- 
plain of the infidelity of his wife, it muſt be thar 


| there ſhould be but three perſons in the world, 


they will always be at even - hands when there aro 
Jour. Another queſtion among the learned is, 
whether the law of nature ſubjects the women io 
the men? No, ſaid a gallant philoſopher to me 
the other day, nature never dictated ſuch a law. 
The empire we have over them is real tyranny, 
which they only ſuffer us to aſſume, becaufe they 
have more good nature than we, and in conſe - 
- quence more humanity and reaſon. Theſe ad- 
namages, which. ought to have given them the 
ſuperiority, had we ated reafenably, have made 
them loſe it, becauſe we have not the ſame ad- 
vantages. But if it is true that the power ve 
have over women is only tyrannical, it is no leſs 
chat they have over us a natural empuc, that 
of beauty, which nothing can reſiſt. Our power 
extends not to all countries, but that of beauty 
B'univerſal. Wherefore then do we hear of this 
priviiege ? Is it becauſe we are the ſtrongeſt? 
But this is really injuſtice. We employ every 
kind of means to reduce their ſpirits. Their a- 
bilivies would be equal with ours, if their educa- 
uon was the ſame, Let us examine them in thoſe. 
| G 2 talents 
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talents which education hath not enfeebled, and 
we ſhall ſee if ours are as great.- 


have. always hid the authority over their haf. 
bands ; it was eſtabliſhed among tbe Egyptian 
i honour of Ida, and among the Bebyloaians 
in honour of Semiramis. It is ſaid of the Ro. 
mans, that they commanded all nations, but 6+ 
deyed their wives. I fay nothing of the Saure. 
mates, ho were in perfect ſlavery to the ſen, 
they were too barbarous to be brought for an en- 
ample. Thou ſeeſt, my dear Ibben, that I hu 
contracted the faſhion of this country, where 
they are fond of defending extraordinary opinis 
ons, and reducing every thing to a paradox. 
The prophet hath determined the queſtion, and 
ſeutled the rights of each ſex ; the women, fays 
he, muſt bonour their huſbands, and the men 
their wives ; but the huſbands are allowed one 
degree of honour more. | 


Paris, the 26th of the moon of 
the ad Gemmadi, 1913. 


L E T T E A XXX. 
Haci “ I fo the Few Ben-Josnvus, « Ma 
7 bometan Proſelyte, at Suvrxa. h 
T appears to me, Ben-Joſhua, that there are 
, always ſome amazing prodigics preparative to 


WWW 


could not bring forth without a ſtruggle. 


e at length 


OF EY "5 5 ow & © 059 09 5 SS +5 5 FF 0 4 I OP © 8 ow 


PERSIAN LETTERS. 77 


te birth of extraordinary perſons, as if nature 
TT Cn CO 
is nothing of this kind ſo marvellous as the birth 
of Mabomet. God, who had determined by the 
decrees of his providence from the beginning to 
fend to mankind this great prophet, to chain up 
Satan, created a light four thouſand years before 
Adam, which from elect to cle, 
from anceſtor to anceſtor of Mahomer, deſcend- 
to him, as an authentic teſtimony of 
his deſcent from the patri For the fake ob 
this very prophet it was, that God decreed that 
no child ſhould be conceived, but the woman 
fhould ceaſe to be unclean, and the man ſhould 
be circumciſed. He was born circumciſed, and 
joy ſmiled on his face his birth ; thrice the 
carth trembled as if ſhe herſelf bad 


forth; all the idols proſtrated themſclves, and 


the thrones of kings were overturned; Lucifer 
Wer dove imo the bonem of the frn, cad in 


' was not till after forty days that he immerſed 


from the abyſs, and fled to Mount Cabes, from 
whence, with a terrible voice, he called upon the 


gels. This ſame night God fixed a bound 


3 between the man and woman, which neither of 


them can paſs. The art of the magicians and 
necromancers failed; a voice was heard from 


heaven ſpeaking theſe words : I have ſent into 


the world my faithful friend. According to the 


teſtimony of Iſben Aben, an Arabian hiſtorian, 


the generation of birds, clouds, winds, and. all 
A 
G3 child, 


child, and diſputed the preference. The bind 
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in their warblings, faid they were beſt fined ww. 


educate him, becauſe they could more cafily cob: 
let together the ſeveral fruits from different 
parts. The winds murmured, and ſaid, it is ra. 


ther us, becauſe we can convey to him from 
places the moſt delightful odours. No, no, fail 


the clouds, no; it is to us the care of him ought. 
to be conſigned, for we will continually bear u 


him the caoineſs of the waters. From above the 
angels, indignant, cried out, what will there . 


main fr us to do? But a voice from heaven way 


heard, which determined all diſputes ; he ſhall 
not be removed out of the hands of mortals, be- 
cauſe happy are the breaſts that ſhall give him 
ſuck, che hands that ſhall bold him, and the bet 
on which he ſhall reſt! After ſo many 


_ evidences, my dear Joſhua, the heart of mm 
muſt be ſteelecdd not to believe his boly lan. 
What could heaven do more to authorize his di. 


vine miſſion, unleſs nature irfelf had been overs 


 gurned, and all mankind had been deſtroyed. 
N e 


Nuaris, the 20th of the 
moon Rhegeb, 2923. 


F/ tk re i i» i 
Us fo InBntn, at SuyYmnaA. 


Oe = grem man chey nt 
a moſque to pronounce his funeral oration 
which is a diſcourſe in praiſcof him; from which 
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iis very difficulc to determine juſtly the merit of 
thedeccaſed. 1 would aboliſh theſe funeral pomps. 
The birth, not the death of men ſhould be mourn- 
ed. To what end do theſe ccremonics ſerve, and 
all their mouruful ſhow to a dying man in his 
ut moments ; even the tears of his family, and 
the grief of his friends do but exaggerate to him 
ears We are ſo blind, 
that we know not how to time our ſorrow nor 
our joy; we have ſcarcely ever any but falſe joys 
and falſe forrows. When I ſee the Mogul, who 
every year goes to weigh himſelf in a balance, to 
be weighed like an ox; when I fee the people re- 
joice that their prince is become more grols, that 
is leſs fit to govern them, I have pity, Ibben, on 
human extravagance. 


79. 


n the 20th of the 
| moon Rhegeb, 523. 


oy 
LET nn My 
The Chief black Eunuch to UsREk. 


3 111 

1 lord, is juſt dead, and I was unwilling to ne- 
ect filling up his place; but as eunuchs are en- 
wemely ſcarce at preſent, I intended making uſe 
| of a black ſhave that thon haſt in the country; but 

I have not as yet been able to bring him to ſubauit 
to be inĩtiated into this office. As I conſidered that 


this was really for his good, I was willing the other 
day to uſe a little violence, and with the aſſiſtance 
| , 1 
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of the intendant of thy gardens, Iordered, aaa 
his will, that he ſhould be pur into a ſtare capable 
of rendering thee thoſe ſervices moſt w 


thy heart, and to live, as I do, within this form 
dable palace, which he dares not even to look my 
but ke fell a-roaring as if he was going to befkin- 
ned, and ſtruggled ſo that he got out of our hands,” 
and eſcaped the fatal knife. I have juſt now been 


informed that he intends writing to thee, to afk thy 
favour, affirming that I formed this deſign only 


from an inſatiable defire to be revenged for ſome 
ſharp railleries of his againſt me. However 1 


ſwear to thee by the hundred thoufand propheu, 
that I ated only for the good of thy fervice, the 
only thing dear to me, and beyond which there 


is nothing that 1 regard. „ 


thy feet. 


From the feraglio at Fatme, the yt 
of the moon Maharran, 171 3. 


L 2 TT E AM Mn. 


Fnanax to Us BRE, his Sovereign Lord. | | 
F thou wert here, magnificent lord, I ſhould 


 & appear before thee covered all over wich whit 
paper, and that would not be ſufficient to write ll 
the abuſes which thy chief black eunuch, the wick+ 
edeſt of all men, harh exerciſed towards me fince 
thy departure. On account of ſome jokes 
'which he pretends I made on his miſerable condi- 
tion, he hath incenſed the eruel intendant of ty 
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not believe myſelf deftined to greater miſeries, but 
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gardens againſt me, who, Gince thy departure bath 
: upon me the moſt intolerable labours, 


impgſed . 
under which I have a thouſand times thought I 


of my real for thy ſervice. How many times 
have I ſaid ro myſelf, I have a maſter full af good- 
neſs, and yet am I che moſt unhappy flave upon 
earth ! 1 confeſs to thee, magnificent lord, I did 


this traitor of an cunuch was willing to fill vp 
the meaſure of his wickedneſs. Some days ago, 


guard thy ſacred women, hat is, that I ſhould ſuf- 


ſand times more ſevere than death. Thoſe who 


bave had the unhappineſs to ſuffer ſuch kind of 


treatment from their cruel parents, at their birth, 


fer an execution, which to me would be a thou- 


ſhould loſe my life, without abating for a moment 


| of his own authority, he determined that I ſhould 


have rhis to comfort them, that they never knew 


a different ſtate ; but for me to be degraded and 
deprived of manhood, I ſhould die with grief, if 


I did not of the barbariry iiſelf. I embrace thy 
feet, ſublime lord, in the moſt profound humility. 
Grant that I may experience the effects of thy vir 


wwe, fo highly reſpected, and that it may not be 
fad, there is upon earth one unhappy man the 


m_w oy thy order. 


From the gardens of Fatme, the ych 


| er the moon Mabarran, 173. 


— 4 
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LETTER XIUn. 
Usnex t Pnan Ax, at the gardens of Fara. 


ET thy heart receive joy, and reverence theſe 


ſacred characters; let the chief cunuch an 
the intendant of my gardens kiſs them. I forbif 
their attempting any thing againſt thee ; tell them 
to buy the cunuch I want. Do you diſcharge your 


for know that the greater my kindnels is, if h 
— EY puniſhment. * 


| Paris, che axth of he moon 
* Riheged, 8723. | 


LETTER MW. 


Vier to Rurvr, a Vanzcn. 
France there are three kinds of profeſiiou 


Each hach a ſovereign contempt for the other two: 
for example, x man who ought to be deſpiſed on- 


ly for being a fool, is often ſo becauſe he is a law- 


yer. There are none, even to the meaneſt m 
chanic, who does not contend: for the excellency 


of the trade they have choſen ; each values him». 


ſelf above him who is of a different ac · 


cording to the idea he has formed to himſelf of 


ot 
/ 6 


duty, as though I was always preſent with hee; 


the church, the ſword, and the long robe. 
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" of timber, as ſtately as though he had ſat upon 


er four guards armed with bedge flakes ; an um- 
brella in the form of a canopy, ſecured him from 
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83 
er bela, like that woman in the province of Eri - 
aan, who having received a favour from one of 
our monarchs, wiſhed a thouſand rimes, in the 
bleflings ſhe beſtowed upon him, that heaven 
would make him governor of Erivan. I have 


brad, that a French ſhip putting in upon the coaſt 
Guinea, ſome of the crew went on ſhore to 
Huy ſheep. They were carried to the king, who 


adminiſtered juſtice to his jubjets under a tree. 
He was ſeated on a throne, that is to ſay, a piece 


the throne of the Great Mogul, attended by three 


the heat of the ſun ; his whole regalia and that of 
the queen his wife, conſiſted in their black flrins. 
and ſome rings. This prince, yet more vain than 
miſcrable, aſked theſe ſtrangers if he was not 
much talked of in Fiance. He imagined that his 
name could not but have reached from pole to 


pole; and different from that conqueror of whom 
Ks ſaid, that he had filenced the whole earth, he 


fancied that the whole world muſt talk of him. 
When the Cham of Tartary hath dined, a herald 
proclaims, that all the princes of the carth may 
9 0 dinner, if they plcaſe : and this barbarian 
who feeds only upon milk, who hath no houſe 
© dwell in, and who lives only by murder and 


' robbery, regards all the potentates in the world 
8 his flaves, and formally inſults them twice a- 
: Gay. : 


Paris, the a8th of the moon 
Dheged, 1913. | 
LETTER 
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Ric to eser, af © © . 


X 


a violent rapping at my door, which uy 
ſoon opened, or -ather forced open, by à maj 
with whom I had made ſome acquaintance, ani 
who ſeemed to me to be beſide himiclf. By 


awry, had not been ſo much as combed ; he hail 


not had leiſure to get his black waiſtcoat mended; 
and, for this time, had neglected thoſe wiſe pre 
cautions with which he was uſed to conceal the 


tattered condition of his dreſs. Get up, ſays be 


to me, I have buſineſs with you all day ; I ha 
a thouſand implements to buy, and ſhould be glaf 
to have you with me. We muit go firſt to i 


ſtreet St. Honore, to ſpeak to a notary, who 
conimiſſioned to ſell an eſtate of fire hunde 
thouſand livres, and I am willing he ſhould gin 


me the preference. As I came here, I ſtopia 


moment in the ſuburbs of St. Germain, wherel | 
have hired a houſe for two thouſand crowns, aull | 
hope to execute the contract to day. As ſoon. 


I was dreft, or pretty near fo, my gentleman 
made me haſtily go out with him Let us, fail 


he, firft buy a coach, and ſetile our equipage- 


Indeed we bought not only the coach, but all 
an hundred thouſand livres worth of goods, 
leſs than an hour; all this was. done preſeoth, 


for my gentleman haggled about nothiog, paid 
1 no [ 


0 


81 was in bed, yeſterday morning, i 
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ab money, nor was he ever out of his way. I 
illified upon all rhis, and when I examined wy 
geatienian, I found in him fo ſtrange a mixture 
of riches and poverty, that I knew not what to 
think. But at laſt 1 broke ſilence, and taking 


him on one fide, I ſaid to him, Sir, who is to pay 


for all theſe rhings ? Myſelf, ſays he; come to 
my chamber, I will ſhow you immenſe treaſures, 
and riches that might excite the envy of the 
greateſt monarchs, but not yours, who ſhall al- 


ways ſhare them with me. I followed him; we 


clambered up to his fifth floor, and by a ladder 
hoiſted ourſelves to the ſixt h, which was a cloſet, 
open to the four winds, in which there was no- 
thing but two or three dozen of earthen baſons, 
fled with different liquors. I got up early, ſays 
ke, and, as I have done theſe five and twenty 
years, went immedi ately to viſit my work; | ſaw 
that the great day was come which was to render 
me the richeſt man upon earth. Do you ſee this 
fine red liquor? It hath now all thoſe qualities 
nich the philoſo phers require to make a tranſ- 
tation of metals. I have gathered theſe grains 
mach you ſee, which are true gold by their co - 
kr, though a little imperfect as to their weight. 
This ſecret, which Nicholas Flammel found out, 
but Raymond Lully, and à million of others, 
kave deen always ſceking after, is at length come 
wo me, and I this day find myſelf an happy adept. 


| May heaven grant that I may never make uſe of 


the rreafures it hath beſtowed upon me but to its 
glory ! Lleft him, and came, or rather tumbled, 
donn the ladder, tranſported with anger, and 

Vol. I. H _—_ X 
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| humanity, and not breaking the laws under which 
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| left this very rich man in his hoſpital —Fareng, 


my dear Uſbek, I will come and ice you to m 


| row, and if you pleaſe we will return together | 


Paris. ; | 5 


Taxis, the laſt day of the 
moon Regeb, 1713. 


L E TT Eu XIV. 


UsBEE fo RnEDi, at VENICE. 


Meet here with people who are continually. 


diſputing about religion; but it ſeems a8 


they contended at the ſame time who ſhould leaf 
| Obſerve it. But they are neither better Chriſtian 


nor even better citizens; and this is what hum 
me: for whaterer religion we profeſs, the obſer- 
vation of the laws, the love of mankind, duty u 
our parents, are ever the principal duties of i 
And indeed, ought not the firſt object of a reds 
gious man to be, to pleaſe the Deity who hathe; 


3abliſhed the religion he profeſſes? But the fue | 
reſt way to do ſo is, without doubt, to obey the 


laws of ſociety, and to diſcharge the duties 


Humanity ; for whatever religion a man profeſſe 
the moment any religion is ſuppoſed, it muſt ally 
neceſſarily be ſuppoſed, that God loves mankind 


ſince he eſtabliſhes a religion to render them hap; I 


Py : that if he loves men, we are certain of pled 
{ing him in loving them alſo; that is, in cxerd 
ſing toward them all the duties of charity and 


f 


ene n e as rasen nnn coco. 


| glcaling God, than by cbſerving ſuch and ſuch a 
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87 
By theſe means we are much ſurer of 


ceremony; for ceremonies in themſelves have no 
degree of goodn: ſs, they are only relaiively good, 
and upon a ſuppoſition that God hath command - 
& the obſervance of them. Bur this is a nice 
point to diſcuſs, about which we may eaſily be 
deceived ; for the ceremonies of one veligion 
maſt be choſe from among thoſe of two rhou- 
find. A certain man daily offered up to God 
this prayer: Lord, I underſtand none of thoſe 
which are continually made concerning 
te: I would ſerve thee according to thy will, 
it every perſon I conſult would have me do ſo 
atcording to his will. When 1 would pray to 
thee, 1 know not what language I ſhould uſe; 
nor do I know in what poſture I ought to pur 
myſelf ; one ſays I ought to pray ſtanding, ano- 
ther that I ſhould fir, and a third requires me to 
knecl, This is not all: there are thoſe who pre- 


tend that I ovghy, to waſh myſelf every morning 
wich cold water: others maintain, that thou wilt 


regard me with abhorrence, if I do :: ot cut off * 
inall piccc of my fleſh. Ihe other day 1 happeuly 
ed to cat, at a caravanſary, a rabbit: three mem 
bb were preſent made me tremble; they all three 
maintained that I had grievouſly off:nded thee 
ene'®, becauſe this was an unclean animal; the o- 
wr 4, becauſe it was ſtrangled, and the third 1, 
becauſe it was not fiſh. A Brachman who was paſ- 
ing by, whom I defired to judge between vs, ſays 


*ATak. +44 jwm 2 As Amin. 
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40 me: they are all wrong, for certainly you y 
felf did not kill the creature: But 1 did, ſaid; 
Ab! then you have committed an abomingls # 
ation, and God will never forgive you, ſays by 
to me in a ſevere tone; how do you know tha 
the foul of your father hath not paſſed iow this 
animal? All cheſe things, Lord, greatly cmbay. 
raſs me g I cannot move my head that I am ng 
threatened with offended thee 2 thox 
all the while I defire to pleaſe thee, and to this 
end to employ the life I hald from thee. I knoy 
not whether I deceive myſelf ; but 1 belicve the 
beſt way to pleaſe thee is, to be a good citizen iy 
the community thou haſt made me to live in, and 
. * 
ven me. 


Park, the 8th of the moon 
Chakban, 271 3. | 


LETTER Nun. 


Zaent to User, at Pants. 


Have great news to communicate to you; |} 
am reconciled to Zephis ; the ſeraglio thi 
was divided between us is reunited, There # 
nothing wanting in this place, where peace reign, 
and make love triumph here. I gave Zephis & 
grand entertainment, to which thy mother, wivcy 
and principal concubines, were invited ; there 
fans; 
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dark cloud of their veils and habits. The next 
day we ſet out for the country, where we hoped 
w be more at liberty : we mounted our camels, 
ad went four and four under a covering. As 
i. was 2 party ſuddenly made, we had not time io 
ſend round the neighbourhood to publiſh the 
Courouc : but the chief cunuch, ever attentive. 
w his duty, took another precaution, for be add- 
ed to the cloth which covered us ſo thick a cur- 
tain, chat we could really ſee nobody. When we 
arrived at the river, which we were to croſs, we 
each of us, according to cuſtom, placed ourſelves: 


© a box, for we were informed there were 


2 great many people on the river. One more 
eurious than the reſt, who approached too near 
w where we were ſhvt up, received a mortal 
blow, which for ever deprived him of the light 
of the day ; another who was bathing himſelf 
quite naked near the ſhore, ſuffered the ſame: 
fnc; and thy faithful eunuchs facrificed to thine. 
and our honour, theſe two unhappy creatures. 
But attend to the reſt of our adventures; we had 
farcely reached the middle of: the river, when 
b riolent a wind aroſe, and ſo frightful a cloud: 
wrcred the iky, that the ſailors began to deſpair. 
Afrightened.- at this danger, we almoſt all of us: 
ſwooned away. I remember I heard our cunuchs. 
ought to be acquainted with our danger, and · re- 


An ander which they publiſh in Perſia, when women of: 
quality are removed, to forbid any man's being in the way, 


H 3 | leaſed' 
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han tet tis nder bi W ibndared aid 
would force a dagger into his breaſt who 1 
mike ſoch a bold propoſal. Unc of my leg 


out of her wits, came rut 7 to my 
all vndreſt; bur a back cuauch druciſh! f 0 


ſeconed away, and Eid not come to 190 rad 
nies to women ! men are expoſed to no dangen 
but fuch as threaten their lives; but we are en 
ry inſtant bn fear of lofing our lives, or our vis 
tue. Adieu, my dear Uſbck; I ſhall adore the | 
| From the g at Fatme, the 4 4 
the moon Rhamazan, 1513. 


LETTER XV | 
UsBEK * to Ruft, * : 


MET who love to inform themſclves, W 
never idle. Thungh Theve coun 
2 5 . 1 ſpend my life is 6. 3 
ee | 
. every thing 
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wich doing nothing, and of living among peo- 
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e anention, and every thing excites my- 
water: Lam like an infant, whoſe organs, as 
ler. are ſtrongiy affected by the ſlighieſt 


Perhaps you will not belicve we are a · 


poraGans ; for the French do not ima - 


pine that our climate produces men, yet it muſt 


de confeſſed, they are worthy the trouble of con · 


wing them. I have paſſed ſome days at a coun- | 


which the conſtant retired life of our Perfian la- 
| dirs deprives them of. As I was a ſtranger I had 
empany who were continually coming there; 


md always affording me ſomething new. I ob- 
firved at firſt a man, whoſe fimplicity pleaſed 
me, I attached myſelf to him, and he to me, in- 
fomuch that we: were continually together. As 


ve were one day converſing together, amidſt a 


lunge circle, leaving the general converſation to 
themſclves : you find perhaps in me, faid I to 
kim, more curioſity than politeneſs, but pray a- 
low me to aſk you ſome queſtions ; for I am tired 


ple, 
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pic, among whom I cannot mix. My mind huh 


been at work above theſe two days: there is ag 
one of theſe men here, who hath not put mew 
the- torture above two hundred times; and þ 
ſhould not be able to comprehend theſe people 
in 2 thouſand years; they are more inviſible i 
me than the wives of our great monarch. Yau 
have only to aſk, ſaid he to me, and I will ac« 
quaint you with all you wiſh to know, and the 
more willingly, becauſc I believe you ave a difſe 
creet man, and that you will not abuſe my con« 
fidence. Who is that man, ſaid I to him, who 
talks ſo much to us of the great entertainment 
he has given to great men, who is fo familias 
with your dukes, and ho converſcs ſo frequems 
ly with your miniſters, who I am informed are 
difficult of acceſs? He certainly muſt be a- may 
of quality; but his aſpect is ſo mean, that he 
does not much honour to men of that rank; 
and beſides I do: not find he has any education 
I am a forcigner, but it ſeems to me, that there 
is in general a certain politeneſs common to eves 
Ty nation ; I find none of this in him: is it that 
your men of quality are worſe educated' than o- 
ther men? This man, anſwered he laughing, i 
a farmer cf the 
above others in riches, as he is below all the 
world in birth. He would have the beſt table in 
Paris, could he perſuade himſelf never to dine 


at home; he is very impertinent, as you. ſee; 


but he excels in-a cook, nor is he very ungrate- 
ful, for you have heard how he has 
all day. And who is that big man in black, ſaid 

1 


/ 
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King's revenues, he is as muck 


praiied bs 
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Ii him, who the lady bath placed next herſelf ? 
How comes he to wear fo grave a dreis, with fo 
gay an air, and fo florid a countenance ? He 
ales graciouſly at every thing ſaid to him, bis 
apparel is more modeſt, but more formal, than 
thr of your women. He is 2 preacher, and 
whit is / worſe, a director. Nowithſtanding his 
Wo, be knows more than the huſbands ; be 
knows the weak Sde of the women, and they alſo 
know that be hach his weak fide too. How, ſays 


L he is always talking of ſomething which he calls 


grace? No not always, replicd he; at the car of 


1 pretty woman be ialks more freely of the fall 
of man; be thunders in public, but in private 


be is an gentle as a lamb, I ſeems to we, ſays I, 


thu be is greatly diſtinguiſhed, and  bighly re- 
ec How comes it that he is fo diſtinguiſh- 
ed? He is a neceſſary man; he ſweerens a reũ- 
xd life, perry councils, officious cares. ſer viſits : 
he removes the head-ach better than any man in 
the world ; he is excellent. But if I am not too 
troubleſome to you, tell me who is that man over» 


 wvinſt us, ſo badly dreſſed. who makes fo many 
dees, and ſpeaks a language different from the 


x, who hath not wit enough to talk, but talks 
that he may have wit ? He is a poct, replied he, 
kind of creatures, they ſay, are boru what they 
we; it is true, and no leſs fo that they will con- 
dne the fame all their lives, that is 10 fay, for 
the general part the moſt ridiculous of mankind ; 
accordingly nobody ſp:ncs them; contempt is li- 

ven 
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driven him to this hovſe, and he is Bere G 
ccived by both the maſter and miſtreſs of th 
houſe, whoſe good nature and politeneſs do it 
permit them to deſcend to perſonal prejudice 
He wrote an epithalamium when they were mas 
ried, it is the bcſt thing he ever did; for Ws 
marrizge hath proved as happy 2» he pred 


would be. You will perhaps not believe, added N| 
he, puſſeſſod as you are of oriental prejudices 


that there are among us happy marriages, ' ant 
women whoſe virtue is their ftri& guard. The 


couple we arc talking of enjoy an uninterrupui 


peace; they are beloved and eſteemed by all the 
world. There is but one thing amiſs ; they 
good-nature makes them admit all kinds of pet 
ple, which occaſions their having bad company; 
Not that I diſlike hem; we muſt live with peo» 
ple as we find them; thoſe who are called poot 


company, are often ſuch whoſe vices are more 
refined';* and perhaps it is as with 'poiſons, ef 
which the moſt ſubtle are the moſt dangerous, 


And who is this old man, ſaid 1 to him ſoftly; 


who looks ſo moroſe ? I took him at firſt fors | 
foreigner ; for beſides that he is drefled differem 


from the reſt, he cenſures every thing doneW 
France, and diſapproves of your government. 
He is an did warrior, ſaid he, who makes hims 
ſelf memorable to all his auditors, by the redious 
relation of his exploits. He will not allow France 


ſent, or that any ſiege ſhould be boaſted of where 
he did not mount the trenches. He fancies him. 
felf of ſo much importance to our hiſtory, that 


— G0 


hath gained any battle at which he was not pe. 
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he imagines it ended where he concluded his ac- 
tions; he looks upon ſome wounds he received. 

1 he would upon the diſſolution of the monar- 
w and different ro thoſe philoſophers, who 
faq chat we enjoy only the preſent time, and that 
the paſt is nothing, he, on the contrary, enjoys 
only che paſt, and exiſts not but in the campaigns 


de hath made: he breathes in the times that are 


palſed away, as heroes ought to live in thoſe 
which are to come. But why, ſaid I. did he quit 
the ſervice ? He did not quit it, replied he, but 
& quitred him; he is employed in a little garri- - 
fon, where he will recount his adventures the 
remainder of his life, but he will ger no further; 


the road of honour is ſhut up from him. And 
why? faid 1: We have a maxim in France, re- 


plied be, never to promote officers whoſe patience 
hath languiſhed in ſubaltern offices; we regard 
them as perſons whoſe underſtandings are ſtrait- 
enced by a narrow ſphere of action; and who, 
accuſtomed to little things, are become incapable 
of greater. We think that a man who at thirty 
hath not the qualifications of a general, will ne- 
. that he who has not that caſt of 
as to ſhow him at once a tract of ſeveral 
in all its various ſituations, that preſence 
of mind which enables him to improve all the 
advantages of a victory, and, in a defeat, to help 
limſelf by every poſſible reſource, will never ac- 
Wire theſe talents. Therefore we have high 
employments for great and clevatcd perſons, io 


whom heaven has not only given the heart, but 
lo che genius of heroiſm ; and inf. ri or tations 


for 
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for thoſe whoſe talents are alſo inferior. Of A 
daſs are thoſe who are grown old in an oh 
warfare : at beſt they fucceed only in doing whit 
they have done all their lives; and we ought wt 
to begin loading them at a time when they bei 
to be enfeebled. A moment afterwards the ſpit 
of curioſity re-ſcized me, and I ſaid to bid 
promiſe to aſk no further queſtions, if you wil 
allow of this one more. Who is that big you 
man in his own hair, with ſo little wit, and 
much impertinence? How comes he to talk don 
er than the reſt, and ſecm fo pleaſed that he & 
live ? He is a man of good fortune, replied be- 
As he ſaid this, fome company came in, othen 
went away, and all got up; ſomebody came i 
ſpeak to my companion, and I remained as ig 
rant 2s before. But a moment afterwards thi 
young man happened to fit by me, and begi 
talking to me: it is fine weather, Sir, will you 
take a turn in the garden; I atiſwered him as & 
villy as poflibly, and we went out together. 
am come into the country to pleaſe rhe miſtreh 


what can be done? I viſit the handiomeſt women 
in Paris; but 1 do not confine myſelf to one, al 
they have need to look ſharp after me; for, bs 
tween you and I, 1 am a fad fellow. Probably 
then, Sir, ſaid I, you have ſome poſt, or employ- 
ment, that preven's you from attending them 
more conſtantly. No, Sir, I have nothing dit 
to do but to provoke an huſband, or di ive a i 


"ack 


of this houſe; with whom I am upon mw} 
bad terms. There is a certain woman in ids | 
world who will not be in the beſt humour; bit 


1 11 
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warms 
thiok 
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ito defpair : I love to Warm a woman who 


thinks the is ſecure of me, and reduce her. with - 
io a Gnger's breadch of lofing me. Here is a ſur 
of us young fellows, who in this manner divide 
all Faris, and make it take notice of the leaſt ſtep 
wenke, By what I kñarn from you, faid I, you 
mike a greater noiſe than the moſt valiant war. 


, and are more obſerved than & grave magi- 


ne. You would not enjoy all theſe advanta- 

if you were in Perſia; you would be ght 
to guard our women than to give them plea- 
ture. I began 10 grow warm, and I believe if 
elaffonting Him. What ſaycſt ou of a coun- 
ere theſe kind of wretches are tolerated, 
aad where they ſuffer a man to live who employs 
kimſelf in ſuch a _wanner? Where infidelity, 
en. rapes, perfidy and injuſtice, conduce to 
meager a man confiderable. Where 2 man nal 
be eſteemed becauſe he has ſtole away a man's 


daughter or 2 wife from her huſband, and trou- 


& day 
the hearts of our wo; 
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hide himſelf W r 


et! F 
| | Pats, the xth of the moon | nw 
IONS SPED | a 18 
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> L E T TE R XIX. AY 
1 "Y 
Roca to VUsBEx, of ***. 1 
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His beard reached quite down to his heyy 
girdle ; he was bareſooted. his habit grey, coal 
and in ſome parts folded into points. Th 
whole of him appeared ſo odd to me, thatl 
thought at firſt of ſending for a painter to dra 
a ſketch of him. He addreſſed me with a loa 
compliment, in which he me, thathe 
was a perſon of merit, and allo a capuchin. 10 
informed, Sir, added he, that you are to teu 
thorely to the court of Perſig, where you pa 
» diſtinguiſhed rank. I come to aſk your pr 


tection. and to defire you to obtain for 1 
ſmall ſettlement near Caſbin, for two or thee 


religious. My father, ſaid I, will you go then 


Perka ? I, Sir ! cried he; I ſhall rake better eat 


of myſelf ;. 1 am provincial here, and would ut 
change my condition for that of all the capuckigh 
in the world. What in the name of wonder thei 
do you want of me? Why, replicd he, if welal 


this ſettlement, our fathers of Italy would fend 
thicher two or three monks. You then certainly 
Kn 


Enge erer 


W N a. oh. tron. 


8 — 9 — wh we 4 


| PERSIAN LETTERS. 99 
wo theſe monks, faid I. No, Sir, I do not 
kipe them. My filars ? what then will their go- 
ing invo Perkia Ggnify to you ? It is a wonderous- 
» ine prajett indeed, for wo capuchins to breathe 
abs cf Caſbio!? it will be of extreme advan- 
Ty mwge to Eorope, and to Afia! and highly neceſ- 
# ils dare monareks about it ! indeed they 
4 are what are called noble colonics l Begone; yau 
md your fellows arc not made for tranſplantati- 
un und yon will do much better to remain crawl- 


1 


DDr 


ave known ſame people to whom victve was 
Lo natural, that they themſelves were ſcarcely 
ie of it. They have applied thewſcles to 
tar duty without any conſtraint, and becn car- 
o i as by inſtinct; far from raiſing in their 
erſation, an opiuĩon of their on grtat qua - 
3 it is as if they themſelves were inſenſible of 
Such are the men I love, not thoſe virtu- 
perſons who themſtlves ſeem fo ſurpriſed at 
thtir being ſo, and who confider a good action as 
a prodigy, the report of which ought io 'aftoniſh. 
every body. If modeſty is a virtue neceſſuy to 
thole whom heaven hath endowed with the great · 
ulcars, what muſt be faid of thoſe infets who. 

| IS -- dare 
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dare to. ſhow a pride capable of diſhocouringty 
genen men ? I every where meet with. pegs 
ſeloes 3 their diſcourſe is a mirror which a 
preſems their own ĩmpertinent figure ; they mill 
talk of the moſt trifling things which have h 
pened to themſelves, and think their inrereft j 
them , 731³¹ ev 


ſon, a ſpring of examples never to be dried up 
Uh how deſpicable is praife, when it bounds hatk 
from whence it comes ! A man of this charatk 
ſome days ago overwhelmed us for two hou 
with himſelf, his merit, and his talcats; but m 
there is no perpetual motion in the world, he ftogt 


at laſt. The converſation then came to us, ant'f 


we took poſſeſſion of it. One who ſeemed 2 
a litile ſplenetic, began by complaining of che c 
riſomeneſs ſame people occaſioned in converſaũ 
What! fools ſor ever, who give their own chi 


rafters, and bring every thing home to theme | 


ſve! Your ghſcrvation is juſt, replicd our u 
+ 58 , there is nobody acts as I do; 1 never 
praiſe myfal; levee od am mehr 
ſpend freely ; my friends fay I have ſome wit, but 


deſty. I greatly wondered at this i 
while he was alking very loud, I ſaid very low; 
happy the man who hath vanity enough never Þ 


never talk of all this; if I have ſome good qualiticy, 
that which I make the moſt accouot of is my ui 


ſpeak | 
* 
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of himſelf ; who is in awe of thoſe who 


ES. . merit * the- 


anc, nn — er * Mo 
335 Cor, fo USER, at Pants, be 6 | 


MES wcke rome from aka, that hs 
&” haft quined Perſia, and art now actually at 
thi. - Why mal] learn news of chee from" 0 
thers, and not from thyſelf ? The command: of 
the King of kings hath detained me in this ccun- 


| try theſe five years, where I have concluded ſeve- 


ml amportant commiſſions. Thou knoweſt that 
the Czar is the only Chriftian prince whoſe inte- 
mils are mingled wich thoſe of Perſia, becauſe 
hes an enemy to the Turks as well as we. His 


| empire is greater. than that of ours ;. for it is: 
| eomputcd to be a thouſand leagues from Moſcow 


e utmaſt limits of his territories, ,on.the fide 
ia. He is abſolute maſter of the lives and 
of his. ſubjets, who are. all. flaves, four 
Emilies-excepted. The licutcnam of the pro- 
che king of kings, does not uſe his power 


mare dreadfully. To ſee the horrible climate of 


Woſcovy, none would ever think it a-puniſhmenr 
w whe exiled; nevertheleſs: when a great man is 


Uſgraced, he is baniſhed 10 Siberia. As the law 
& our propher forbids us to drink wine, chat of 


13 | this. 
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this prince prohibits the Muſcovites the uſe ij 
They haue 4 cuſtom of receiving their g 
which has nothing at all of Pecfian in it. Ou 
entrance of a ſtranger into the houſe, the huſband 
preſents him to his wife, and the firanger kills 
h er, and this paſſes as a compliment to the hub, 
band. Though the fathers in the marriage con. 
matt of their daughters, generally covenant tha | 
their huſbaads ſhall not beat them; yet it is wap 
19 be believed how. much the Muſcorie wane 
love to be besten“; they cannot conceive that 
they poſſeſa their huſband's heart if he docs nat 
beat them. A contrary treatment from high 
a mark, of mdiffcrence not to be forgiven. Set a 
-— 
— W 


ws 


"© My dear Mother, 
| | Fonds and harms wemes ts ncaa 
there is nothing that I have not done to make 
« my buſband love me, but 1 cannot oben b. 
© Yeſterday I had a thouſand houſhold affairs W 
© do; I went out and ſtaid abroad all day; 1 
© pefted at my return that he would beat me | 
-» verely : but he did not ſay one word to meabout 4 
| is much otherwiſe treated, her h, 


it. 
„band bears her every day ; ſhe cannot lock 
man but he knocks her down in 2 momeit; 
| © they love one another very dearly, and therek 
the beſt underſtanding in the world beta 
* them. . ; but & 


* Theſe cuſtows are altered. 
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«I oil not long give her occaſion to deſpiſe me. 
«1 am determined to procure my huſband's love. 
ies it coſt what it will ; I will ſo provoke him 


„be mud needs give me ſome proofs of his 
£ love. It ſhall never be ſaid, that I was never 
* heat, and that I lived in the houſe without e- 


ter being thought of: The leaſt Nap he gives 
| © me, I will cry out with all my might, that the 


« neighbourhood may imagine chat all goes well, 


* and I believe that if any of them ſhould come to 


* my aſſiſtance, I ſhoulu ſtrangle them. I beſecech 
$ you, my dear mother, that you would repreſent 


tomy huſband, that he treats me in an unworthy 


manner. My father, who was a good man, 
* did not carry himſelf ſo; and I remember, 


© when I was 2 little girl, I thought he ſomeimes 
loved you too much. I embrace you, my dear 


W 


even to travel. Ihus, ſeparated by the laws of 


. . heir country from all other nations, they have 


 ontained their anticat cuſtoms with fo much the 


more conſtancy, as they did not think it was poſ- 


e to have any others. But the now reigning 


prince was reſolved to change the whole ; he had 


agreat ſtruggle with them about their beards ; 
the clergy and the monks did not contend leſs in 


favour of their ignorance. He employs bimlelf 


in making the arts flouriſh, and neglects nothing 


| to f{pread che glory of his nation throughout Eu- 


rope and Aſia, not obſerved hitherto, and ſcarce- 


— to any but themſelves. Reſtleſs, and 


con- 


ed 
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continually buſied, he wanders through his e 


tenfive- dominions, leaving behind him in every! 
place marks of hiv natural ferocity. As if ua 


plore in Europe other provinces nd new Kings 
doms. Tembrace thee, wy dear Uſbet, "2 


Tu hear of thee. | 155 b 
3 2 


_  Chabval, 1773. 
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hat do you ſay to that woman, who, at. loud, 
is threefcore, and yet ſpent an hour to day at her 
drefling table? It was time loſt; ſaid I. and ſlie 


ſibMici-nt to contain him, he quits them, to th 
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n irideed ſhe has ſucceeded, for this borders 
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her in my heart, when ſhe whiſpered me: is 
there any thing fo ridiculous ? look: at that wo- 


ribbons ; ſhe would fain make herſelf young, 


pon infancy. Oh heavens! ſaid I to myſelt, 
Wall eye never be ſenſible but of che folly of o- 
thin ? I is perhaps a happineſs, ſaid I, aſter- 


_ mand; that we can gap comfort from the weak - 


Madam, ſaid 1, you muſt decide a wager 


> . ©, £5. BY = a5 ani. ©. © AA, A... wi - 


Sir, faid the, when one dies of age, the other 


will quake for fear; I do not believe there is 


quined my deerepid lady, I vent to her of fixry. 
1 have 


lun are of an age, ſhowiog her the lady of forty. 


Truly, faid ſhe, I believe there is not above fix 
maths difference. Good. fo far; let us go on. 
I'll deſcend, and go to the lady of forty. Ma- 
Gm, do me the favour to inform me if it is not 
injeſt, when you call the lady, who is at the o- 
ther end of che table, your niece? You are 
= young as ſhe is; beſides ſhe has * 


= © 2 decay in her face, which you certain- 


l'Y Y have not; and the lively colours in your 
o, hear me, ſaid ſhe, 1 am her 


aunt ; 


. 


1 


* 
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aunt; but her mother was at leaſt five and tu. 
ty years older than myſelf ; we were not by the. 
ſame venter ; I have heard my late fiſter ſay, thi. | 
her daughter and myſelf were both born in ht 
ſame year. I then ſaid right, madam, and was; 
| bek, when the women find themſelves near while 
end by the loſs of their charms ; they would wi} 
lingly ' Real back again towards youth.'' How 

make every effort to deceive themſelves, and 6 
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T EVER was there a more ſtrong and nh 
paſſion than. that af Coſrou, the. uh 
eunuch, for my Have Zelda, he hath ſo cancits 
| ly defired her in marriage, that I am not able 
= on 


22 e 
which ſhe is preſented > What will the do with. 
this unhappy creature, who. will have nothing &, 
a huſband beſides his jealouſy; who can onlf 
exchange his coldneſs for an unavailing deſpairs | 
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who will always be calling to mind what he hach 
deen to put her in mind of what he now no 


| longer is; who, always ready to enjoy, and ne- 


ver enjoying, will always be cheating himſelf, and 
cheming her, and make her continually ſenſible 
of the wretchedneſs of her condition ? "And 
theo! to be always in dreams and fancies | to 


five only in imagination ! to find one's felf ener 
| gear, but never taſting, pleaſure ! languiſhing in 


the arms of ao unhappy wretch ; inſtead of an- 


| Gecring to his fighs, to anſwer only to his repin- 
ings! What a comempt muſt ſuch a kind of man 


inſpire, formed only to guard, and never to poſ- 
{:&? I ſeek for love, and I find it not -- ſpeak 
freely to thee, becauſe thou loveſt my frankneſs 
fefted reſerve of my companions. I have heard 


| thee ſay a thouſand times that cuouchs taſte a 


Find of pleafure with women that is unknown to 
z; that makes up their loſs ; that nature hath 
reſources which repair the diladvantage of their 
hood but not their ſenfibiliry ; and that in this 
Kue,; they enjoy a kind of third ſenſe ; ſo that 
they only change. as one may ſay. one pleaſure 
far anocher. IF it be fo, 1 ſhall think Zelida leſs 
whe piticd. It is ſome conſolation to live with 
people 1cſs unhappy. Give me thy orders on 


| this affair, and let me know if thou wilt have 
1 —— in thy feragiis. Fa 


| From the feragtis at Iſpation, the ch 


af the moon Chaly.l, 1743. 
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— as 1 was is my chan 

which, as thou knoweſt, is only divide 
from the nent by a light partition, and full > 
cracks, ſo that one may hear every thing that h 
faid in the adjoming room. A mano, walking 
haftily up and down it, ſaid to another, 1 knoy 
not how it is, but every thing goes againſt my, 
Tt is above three days fince I have ſaid any rhing 
that hath done me honour, and | have been con- 
founded indiſcriminately in the general converſi- 
Hon, without the leaſt attention, or being ſpoken 
to twice. ' 1 had prepared ſome winty expreſſiom 
to embelliſ my difcourſe, but they would not It 
me introduce them. 1 had a pood ftory, but 6- 
very time I endeavoured to tell it, they avoided 
it as though they hud done it on purpoſe. Twi } 
four deys have lain like old lumber in my head, 
without the leaſt occaſion to uſe them. If this | 
continues, I ſhall be a fool at laſt ; ir ſeems that | 
my ſtars will have ir ſo, and drive me to G 
Veſterday I had hopes of ſhining among three ur 
four old ladirs, who certainly had no defign 0 
impoſe upon me, and 1 had ſome mighty pretty 
things to fay ; 1 was above a quarter of an hour 
labouring to turn the converſation, but they 
would not follow, but, like the fatal ſiſters, cut 
off che thread of my diſcourſe. —_——— 
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uA very difficult to ſupport the character of a 
wit. 1 do not know how you have managed to 
obtain it —1 have a thought, replied the other, 
la vs jointly endeavour to ſupport each other's 
| wit, let us make a partnerſhip We will every 


diy tell each other what we will ſay, and ſupport 
rack other ſo well, that let what will happen, our 


thoughts ſhall never be interrupted ; we will 


firaw every body to us, and if they will not come 


prer freely, we will force them. We will agree 
when to when to ſmile, and when to 
burſt out a- „ You ſhall find we will give 
a tpra to all converſations, and nothing ſhall be 
admired but the quickneſs of our wit, and the 
good things we ſay ; we will protect each other 
ypon N nod. You ſhall ſhine to-day, to-morrow 
you ſhall ſecond me. I will go into a houſe with 
you, and cry out, as I introduce you, I muſt tell 
you a witty reply this gentleman made juft 


| now, to one we met in the ſtreet; and then, 


targing to you, he did not expect any ſuch thing, 
he was quite confounded. 1 wil repeat ſome of 


wy verſes, and you muſt ſay, I was preſent when 


die made them, it was at ſupper, he did not ſtu- 


a moment for them. Nay, you and I will 


_ Jometimes rally each other; and people will ſay, 
 blerve how they attack one another, how they 


defend themſelves; they do not ſpare each other; 
kts fee how he will get off that; wonderful ! | 
vhat preſence of mind ! a downright battle in- 
deed !—But they cannot tell we have been ſkir- 
miſhing beforchand. We muſt get ſome works 


| kill of jeſts,” compoſed for the uſe of thoſe who 


Vol., I. 4 K | have 
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have no wit, and are willing to counterfeit it, | 
but all depends upon copying from originals, ] 
ſee that in leſs than fix months we ſhall be able 
to maintain a converſation of an hour long, all 
compoſed of witticiſms. But we muſt be vey 
careful to ſupport our good fortune; it is u 
enough to ſay a good thing, it muſt be ſpreads. 
broad, and diſperſed every where, or elſe it will 
be loſt ; Fuqua found 
ſo mortifying as to have ſaid a ſmart thing, 

to have it expire in the ear of the fool who bead 
it. It is true this is ſometimes compenſated, by 
having a good many fooliſh things we ſay palled 
over in fileoce; and this is the only thing that 
can conſole us on ſuch an occaſion. See, my 
dear friend, the ſcheme we muſt purſue. Ad u 
I have directed you, and I promiſe you in Id 
than fix months you will have a ſeat in the act 


demy ; this is to let you know your labour will | 


de ſoon over; for thou mayeſt then give up thine 
art; for you will then be a man of wit, in {ſpite 


of yourſelf. It is obſerved in France, that when | 
a man enters himſelf of any ſociety, he inſtantly 


catches what is called the ſpirit of the body; you 


will experience this; and I am in no fear for | 
you, but for the applauſes you will be loaded 


with. 


run d ath e 
moon Zilcade, 171 4. 
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Rica fo IS AEN, af SMT ANA. 


HE firſt quarter of an hour after marriage, 
among the Europeans, ſmooths every dif- 
dae : the laſt favours are always of the ſame 
due wich the nuptial bleſſing: the women here 
46 not behave like ours in Perſia, who ſometimes 
diſpure the ground for whole months: there is 
uathing ſo indulging ; if they loſe nothing, it is 
becauſe they have nothing to lofe : but you may 
un know, O ſhameful! the moment of their 
tle ; and, without conſuling the fiars, the 


their wives; it is for fear of talking of them be- 
fore people who know them better than them- 
ſelves. There is a ſet of very miſcrablc creatures 
among them, whom nobody comforts ; theſe are 


F world hates, jealous hvfbands ; chere are ſome 
 whomevery body deſpiſes. theſe are the ſame, 

| Falous huſbands. Therefore there is no couniry 
where there are ſo few of them as among the 
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the confidence they have in their wives, it is on 
be contrary, upon the bad opinion they cater- 
Jof chem. All the wiſe precas ions of the 
{| Altatics, the veils that cover them, the priſons. 
. | fat fecure them, the vigilance of eunuchs, ap- 
Fear idem more likely meaas to put the ſex 


K 2 upon 


birck of their children may be predicted to tbe 
vary hour. The French ſeldom or ever ſpeak of 


 Foench. Their tranquillity is not placed upon | 
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upon contriving, than to weary it out. Hee, 
the huſbands bear their part with a grace, 
and confider the infidelity of their uw 
inevitable ſtroke of fatality. An huſband wha 
would keep his wife to himſelf, would be rea 
ed as a diſturber of the public peace, an 


madman, who would enjoy the light of then 1 


to the excluſion of every body elſe. Here ad 


huſband who loves his wife is conofidered. 


2 man who hath not merit enough to 'maky 
himſelf beloved by any other woman; and az ons 
. who makes a bad uſe of the neceſſity of the lu 
:0 fupply the.perfcftions he wants; who make 
uſe of his rights to the prejudice of the whole 
community; who appropriates that to himitlf 
which was only leot to him; and who endes 
vours, as much as in him, to break that tach 
compact which coaſtitutes the happineſs of boi 


ſexes. The report of being married to 2 very | 


handſome woman, which in Afia is concealed 


upon the loſs of one place, by the taking of av» 
other. At the time the Turks took Bagdad 
from ue, were not we taking from the Nogd 
the fortreſs of Candahar ? In general, « mad 


who bears with the infidelity of a wife, is not dif 


approved of ; on the contrary, he is praiſed for 
cares which are diſhonourable. It is not that 
there are no virtuous women here; it may be 


ere 


with ſo much care, is borne here without une 
neſs: they find themſelves able to divert then. 
ſelves every where. A prince comforts himſdt 
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made me take notice of them : but 

they were all ſo ugly, that a man muſt be a ſaint 
not to Hate ſuch virtue. After what I have told 
thereof the manners of this country, thou wilt 
ally imagine, that the French do not pique. 
theniſelves much on their conſtancy. They think 
ik us ridiculous to ſwear to a woman, that they 
will love her always, as to maintain that they will. 


| Hicys continue in good health, or that they will 
__ cr When they promife a woman 


hat they will always love her, they ſuppoſe that 
on her part, engages to be always amiable ; 
K — 


N 


{moon Zilcade, 1724, 
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3 10 laces, af arama. 


: nd i each had; to be a games 
ſer is ſufficicat to hold the place of birth, 


| 4 or honeſty, and, without examination, 


admits him to the rank of a genileman ; though 
there is nobody who does not know, that in 
judging in this manner they are often deceived ; 
but they. have agreed to be incorrigible. The 
women, above all, are grca:ly given to it. It is- 
true, they do not practiſe it much in their youth, 
to favour a dearer paſſion ; but as they advance 
in years, their paſſion for play revives, and ſeems 

K 3: 0 
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to ſupply the vacancy of the reſt. They are b. 
termined to ruin their huſbands, and to that ea} 
they have means ſuired to every ſtage of life, 
from the tendereſt youth to the moſt deeregid) 
old age; the deſtruction commences with deth 
and equipage, gallantry continues it, and it f fl. 
niſhed with gaming. I have often ſeen nine ae. 
ten women, or rather nine or ten centbries, i 
round a table; I have watched them in e 
hopes, their fears, their joys, eſpecially in their 
tranſports of anger: you would ſwear they could} 
never have time to appeaſe themſclves, and. that 
their lives would end before their rage; thay 
wouldeſt have been in doubt, whether thoſe they 
paid were their creditors or their legatees. It 
to reftrain us from every thing that might difturh 
our reaſon: He forbad us the uſe of wine, 
which as it were buries our reaſon : he hath, 
by an expreſs command, prohibited all games 
of chance; and where = mug 
take away the cauſe of our palions, he 
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| 45 UsSBEX to RneDr, at VENICE. 


a number of women of pleaſure 
— and 

A denmerable quantity of derviſes by the bigows. 
The derviſes take three oaths, of obedience, po- 
verty, and chaſtity. The firſt is ſaid to be ob» 
| Sud bett of au; as to the ſecond, I can aſſure 
you it is not regarded; I leave thee to judge of 
the third. But as rich as theſe derviſes are, they 
will never quit the character of poverty; our 
222 his ſublime 
$ — prevents them from being ſo. 
The phyſicians, and ſome of theſe derviſes, called 
confeſſurs, are here always too much cſtcemed,. 

or too much deſpiſed : yer it is ſaid the heirs are 
mates to the phyſicians. than to the 
conſeſſors. The other day I was in a content of: 
derviſes, one of them, venerable for his grey. 
hairs, received me very courtcouſly 3, having 
* me all the bouſe, we went into the gar · 
and fell into diſcourſe. My father, ſaid I 
wd him, what is your employment in the commu- 
diy? Sir, replicd he, with an air of pleaſaniry 

a my queſtion, I am a caſuiſt. Caſuiſt ! replied 

Iz from the time of my being in France, 1 have 
never heard of this employment. How! do you 

t know what a caſuiſt is ? attend; I will give 
. 63 it chat ſhall thoroughly inform 


Jou. 
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you. There are two kinds of fins, mortal fing, 
nial fins, which though indeed offenſive to God, 
do not ſo provoke him as to deprive us of beat - 
tude, Now our whole art confiſts in rightly dif 
ing theſe two kinds of fin ; for, except 
yn. open Any all Chriſtians are willing to ob» 
tain paradiſe ; but there is ſcarce any perſon us 
would not willingly gain it upon as caſy terms 
poſſible. When they are well acquamted what m 
are mortal, they take care not to commit them, 
and their bufineſs is done. Theſe are perſons 
u ho do not aſpire to a great degree of perfection, 
and as they have no ambition, are not folicitouy 
for the firſt places; ſo as they can but get into Pa- 
radiſe, they deſire no more; provided they are 
there, that's enough for them. Theſe are thoſe 
who take heaven by violenee, rather than not. 
obtain it, and who ſay to God, Lord, I have ri 
refuſe to keep thy promiſe ; as I have done no 
more than what thou didſt demand: of me; I do 
not expect thou ſhouldit grant me more chan 
thou haſt promiſed. We are therefore, Sir, 
a very neceſſary kind of people. This, however, 
ts not all; you ſhall hear fomething further. It |} 
is not the act that conſtitutes the fin, it is the 
knowledge of him who commits it; he who doth 
evil, if he can believe that it is not an evil, his 
conſcience is ſafe : and there are a'vaſt number 
of actions of a doubtful nature, a caſuiſt cus 
give them a degree of goodneſs that they bave 
not, — WT INOE and provided } 
he | 


1 RAhedi, at Paris. A man chere will be ſo 
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he can perſuade the man to believe they are harms 
lefs, he entirely takes away all their evil. 1 have 


here. told yon the ſecret of a trade I am grown 
old in: I have made you ſenſible of the nicety of 


itz there is & turn to be given to every thing, e- 
yen. to thiogs which appear the leaſt capable of it, 
Mo aber, fad 1 to bim, all this is very, well, 
hut how do you yourſclf ſettle matters with hea- 
ven? If the grand ſophi had in his court a man 
who was to act with reſpect to him as you do to- 


batweca his orders, and ſhould teach his ſubjects 
in; what raſe they ought to obey them, and in 


Dr 


an hin without waiting for his reply. 
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Rica fo Raevr, at Vanics. 


HERE are a great many trades, my dear 


obliging, as to offer you, for a little ſilver, the 
ſecret of making gold. Another promiſes that 
jou dh lic wich the tn in of the air providing 


; you vill only abſtain from women thirty years. 
| You may alſo meet with able diviners, who will 


tell you your whole life, if they have had but 
vac quarter of an hour's converſation with your 


418 PERSIAN LETTERS. 

s 
who make virginity a flower which cies and 
vives every day, and is gathered the hundredth 
time with more pain than the firſt. There we 
others, who, by che power of their art, repair all 


the injuries. of time; who know how to reed | 


Miſh clic faling beauty of = completioe, and even 
to bring back a woman from the extremity uf 


old age, to return again to the tendereſt you;ůæ 


All theſe people live, or endeavour to do fo, i 


ed: they confiſt only in ingenuity and induſtry 
each perſon hath his talent, which he renders a 
profitable as he can. Whoever would number 


the men of the law, who feck after the reveaw. | 


of ſome moſque, might as ſoon count the ſands 


of the ſea, and the flaves of our monarch. A. 
vaſt number of maſters of languages, arts, and 
ſciences, teach what they themſelves are ignorant 
of; and this is a very extraordinary talent, for s 
arent nndertiandtion is acc nccefficy 26 reach wh 
one knows, but a perſon muſt have a very great 
underſtanding to teach another what he himſelf 


is ignorant of. Nobody can die here, except 
ſuddenly ; death hath no other way to excrale 
his power : for there are here, in every corner, 
people who have infallible remedies agaiaft every 
imaginable diſtemper. All rhe ſhops are ſpread 
with invifible nets, in which they catch their cul 
tomers. However a good bargain is ſometimes 
made: a young female dealer will wheedle a mas 
for 2 whole hour, to make him buy a packet of 


a city which is the mother of invention. Ie 
revenues of the citizens cannot poſſibly be farm · 
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work-pickers. There are none but who leave = 


" this city more cautious than when they entered 


i, by having ſquandered away part of their ſub- 
Gſtance amongſt others, they learn how to take 


rangers gain in this enchanting ci. 


Fats, the tech of the 2 
1 moon Saphar, 19714. 
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other day I was in a bouſe where there 
us a Circle of all ſorts of people: I found 


1 


the converſation engroſſed by two old Ladies, who 


had laboured in vain, all the morning to make 
themſclves young again. It muſt be allowed, faid 
one of them, that the men of rheſe times are ve- 


17 different from thoſe whom we ſaw in our 


youth ; they were polite, wel}-bred, complaiſant, 
bot now they are intolerably brutiſh. Every thing 
s changed, ſaid a man who appeared crippled 


with the gout ; times are not as they were; forty 


years ago all the world behaved well, they walk- 
ed, were gay, they deſired nothing but to dante 


| and ſing, but now all the world is inſupportably 
dull. Soon after the converſation turned to po- 


litics.—Said an old lord, the ſtate is no longer 
governed ; point me out now, ſuch a miniſter as 
monficur Colbert; he was one of my friends, be 


das ordered the pay of my penvon before it 


te PERSIAN LETTERS. 
was due: in what good order did he keep the $ 
nances! every body was at caſe, but now 1 


ruined. Sir, ſaid an eccleGafſtic, you are ſpeaks 
ing of the moſt wonderful times of our invinelh 


monarch ; was there any thing fo great as wh, 


he then did to extirpmre herely ? And do yo 
reckon for nothing his putting an cnd to duck? 
| ſaid another, with an air of ſatis faction, who hai 
not ſpoke a word before. That remark is ven 
judicious, ſaid another in a whiſper to me, this 
man is charmed with the edi&, and he obſerves 


it ſo ſtrictly, that fix months ago he ſuffered him- 
ſelf to be heartily caned, rather than violate it. 


It appears to me, Uſbek, Nr 
things but with a private view to ourſelves. 

do no wonder that the negrocs paint % 
in the moſt glaring whiteneſs, and their gods uy 
black as a coal ; that the Venus of ſome nations 
ſhould be repreſemed with breafis pendent w 


thighs ; nor indeed that all idolaters have male } 
their gods of human figures, and have aſcribed. 1 


to them all their own paſſions. My dear L 
when I ſee men who creep upon an atom, th 


earth, which is but as a point to the univerſe, 
propoſe themielves as the immediate models of [| 


providence, 1 know not how to reconcile ſo much 
prefumprion with ſo much infufficiency. * 


ie. ihe ant ff hs | | F of 
moon Saphar, 1734. a 
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" 41S: E R LX. 
Uengx fo IBBeN, af SMYRNA. 


ro afkeft me if there are any Jews in 
1 France? Know that throughout the world 
wherever there is money, there are Jews. Thou 
inquireſt what they do here? The very ſame 
|. cheydo in Perſia: nothing more reſembles a 
3 Jew in Afia, than a Jew in Europe. They ſhow | 
among che Chriſtians, as among us, an invinci- 
tle obſtinacy for their religion, which they car. 
n che heighth of folly. The religion of the 
Jews is an old trunk which hath produced two 
branches, which have covered all the earth, I 
nan Chriſtianity and Mahometiſm : or rather, 
una mother who hath brought forth two daugh- 
| rs, who have covered her with a thouſand 
wounds : for with reſpect to religion, its neareſt 
4 friends arc its greateſt enemies. But as ill as ſhe. 
uu been treated by theſe, ſhe doth not ceaſe to 
gary in having produced them; ſhe ſerves her- 
i of both to encompaſs the whole world, 
Mon her own part, her venerable age em- 
kaces all ages. The Jews conſider themſelves 
u he ſource of all holineſs, and the origin of all 
|| religion: they on the other hand, look upon us 
I ® heretics, who have changed the law, or rather 
-F = rbellious Jews. If the change had been gra- 
Wally effected, they think they might have been 
cally ſeduced ; but as it was ſuddenly changed, 
Ins violent manner, as they can point out 
k } VouL =" | the 


"- 


„ 
0 ll N 
z 


the day and the hour of he birth of the ud 
the other, they are offended at fiodi 
oning our religion by ages, and therefore ad 
firmly to a religion, not preceded in aotiquity by 
even the world itſelf. They never enjoyed in 


begin to lay aſide that intolerating ſpirit whith 


- Chiiſtians, whoſe faith differed a little from this 
of the prince. They are now ſenſible that a wl 


attachment which ought to be preſerved town 


ſubject as the Chriſtians, that we might, in good 
earneſt, make peace between Hali and Abubes- 
ker, and leave to God the care of deciding ve 


deavour to merit their favour, whatever plat 


throne. 


Paris, the 18th of the moon 
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ing vs reck. | 


Europe a calm equal to the preſeni. Chr 


enced the bad conſequence of having expelled 
the Jews, and France of having worried te 


for the progreſs of religion is different from th | 


ker ; and that in order to love and obey her, 
is not neceſſary to hate and perſecute thoſe why 
do not regard her. It is to be wiſhed that u 
Muſſulmans would think as rationally upon this | 


pretenfions of theſe holy prophets. IT would | 
bave them honoured by acts of veneration 1 


reſpect, and not by vain preferences, and toe | 


God may have affizned them, whether 1 
right hand, or quite under the footſtool of Wh 
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LETTER LIM. 

IF * | . 

Dosex te RAT DI, ar VENICE. 


r other day I went into a famous church, 
calied Notre-Dame; whilſt I was admir- 
ing this ſuperb edifice, I had an opportunity of 
coaverfing with a churchman, whom, as well as 
elf, curioſity had drawn thither. Our con- 
xeeſation fell upon the eaſe enjoyed in his profeſ - 
© fon. The generality of people, ſaid he, envy the 
appiocſs of our condition, and with reaſon. IIow- 
ever it hath its uneaſineſſes: we are not ſo divid- 
from the world, as not to be called into it vp- 
aua thouſand occaſions, and there it is very dif- 
Scult to ſupporf our part. Ihe people of the 
mord are ſurpriſing, they can neither bear our 
Approbation, nor our cenſures: if we attempt io 
prove them, we are ridiculous ; if we approve 
their- conduct, we are conſidered as acting be- 
unh our character. There is nothing ſo bum- 
bling, as the thought of having given ſcandal e- 
ins che impious. We are therefore obliged to 
"Ma doubrful kind of conduct, and deal with 
"Kertines, not in a deciſive way, but by the un- 
exrtmanty in which we leave them to judge of the 
manner in which ve received their converſation. 
There muſt be a good deal of ingenuity 10 this 
purpole ; this neutral ſtate is very difficult : the 
wen of the world, who hazard every thing, who 
adulge all their flights, aad who, according to 
air ſuccels, purſue or drop them, ſucceed much; 
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| better. This is not all. This are, ſo happy aa 


fo quiet, ſo much boaſted of, is not to be keys 
up in the world, As, on our appearance there 


we are forced to diſpute : we are obliged to un. 


dertake, for example, to prove the efficacy of 
prayer, to a man who believe in God 3 


the neceſſity of faſting, to another, who all ky 


lifetime hath denied the immortality of the ſoul; 
the enterpriſe is difficult, and the laughers as 
not with us. Further, a ftrong deſire to draw 
others to our opinion, perpetually rorments us, 
and is, as I may ſay, fixed to our profeſſion, 


This is as ridi-ulous, as it would be for the EA.. 


apa” wo» for the honour of human as 


re, d vam the Africans white, We trouble i 


' the ſtate, we torment even ourſelves, to make 
men receive the non · eſſential poiary of religibaz 
and we are like that conqueror of China, who 
forced his ſubjects into a general revolt, becauſe 
he wanted to oblige them to cut their hair an 
their nails. That zeal even which we have, 6 


make thoſe who are under our immediate care, | 
fulfil the duties of our holy religion, is often 
dangerous, and cannot be attended with too muck 
prudence. Theodoſius, the emperor, put tothe | © 
_ ſword all the inhabitants of a certain city, even | 
the women and children; afterwards offering | 


go into a church, Ambroſe, a biſhop, ſharthe 


doors againſt him, as a ſacriligious murderer; ; 


and in this he did a noble action: This emperor 
having afterwards fubmitted to the penance fuck 
a crime required, being admitted into the church, 


66 taco. 


ſame * 
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fame biſhop turned him out; and in this he ated 
kke a fanatic ; fo true it is that we ought to be 
ent of our zeal. What did it import to re- 
Mon, or the ſtate, whether this prince had, or 
n 

i the firſt of the moon 

1 Tür aft Rebiab, 1914 
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LETTER IX. 
 Zelis fo Usnex, of Pants. 


daughter having attained to her ſeventy 
1 year, I thought it was time to remove her 
. | imo. the inner apartments of the ſeraglio, and not. 
| wo wait till ſhe ſhould be ten years old, to-carruſt. 
der zo the care of the black eunucha. We can- 
| nat too ſoon deprive a young perſon of the liber - 
ties of childhood, and beſtow on her an holy edu- 
eln. For I cannot be of the opinion of thoſe 
chers, who do not ſhut their daughters up, till 
they are upon the point of marrying them, who. 
. rather condemn them to a than con- 
ſcrate them in it; making them embrace by vio-- 
ente, a kind of life they ought to have inſpired 
them with the love of. Is all to be expected from 
the force of reaſon, and nothing from · the ſweet- 
ncks of cuſtom ? It is in vain to talk of the ſtate 


of fubjeQtion in which nature bath placed us: this 


B.not ſufficient to make us ſenſible of it; we muſt 
de made to practiſe it, chat it may ſupport us at the 
L 3 criuical 
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1 IF by our duty 
we were attached to you, we might ſometimes for. 
get it 3 if drawn only by our inclination, perkags 
a ſtronger might weaken it. But when the laws: 


all others, place us as diſtant from them as if 
we were an hundred thouſand leagues off. Nature, 
induſtriouſly favourable to men, hath not bounds 
ed itſelf in giving deſires to men, ſhe was willing 
that we ſhould have them too, and that we ſhoul 
be the animated inftruments of their felicity : the 
hath put in us the flame of the paſſions, to make 
them live eaſy: if they ever quit their inſcalill 
ty, the hath deſtined us to make them ret 
to it again, without our ever being able to alle 
that happy ſtate in which we place them. Ye 
Uſbek, do not imagine that thy fituation is hap» 
pier than mine: I have taſtcd here a thouland 
pleaſures unknown to you. My imagination hath 
inceffantly laboured to make me ſenſible of 
value: I have lived, and you have only 
ed. In the very priſon where thou haſt confined - 
me I am more free han thou. Thou only know- 
eſt how to redouble thy cautions, to have me 
guarded, yet I ſhall enjoy thy fears, and thy fob 
picions, thy jealouſy and thy uneaſineſi are © 
many marks of thy dependence. Continue, 
dear Uſbek, to have me watched night and / 
nay do not truſt to common precautions: a> 
ment my happineſs, by fecuring thy own ; and 


| hare devoted us to one man, they deprive us af #+ .# 


know ne 1 


From the ſeraglio at Iſpahan, the ad of the 
moon of the iſt Rebiab, 3514. 
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TT T & K; Lou. 
Rica fo UsBEK, at Ss * | 


OU intendeſt, I think, to paſe thy life in 
the country. I was not to have loſt thee 


A firſt, for more than three, or four days, and 
here are fiftcen gone, and I have not ſcen thee. 


I is true, thou art in a delightful houſe, where 
you find company ſuitable to your taſte, and can 
reaſon at thy caſe : there is nothing more neceſſa- 
x7 to make thee forget the whole univerſe, I, for 
my part, lead my life pretty nearly in the ſame 
manner, as when you ſaw me. I launch into the 
world, and endeavour to know it. My mind in 
ſcafibly loſes all that remained of the Aſiatic, and 


cally conforms to European manners. I am no 


longer ſurpriſed at the fight of five or fix women 


; inone houſe, with as many men; and I begin to 


it is not improper. I may ſay I knew no- 
of women till I came here: 1 have learned 
more of them here in a month, than I ſhould have 
done in thirty years in a ſeraglio. With us there 


| & an uniformity of character, as it is all forced: 
ve do not ſee people as they are, but as they are 


obliged to appear: in this ſtate of flavery, both 


| of body and mind, it is their fears only that ſpeak 


which have bur one language, aud that not of ua - 
we, which expreſſes herſelf fo differently, and 
which appears under ſo many forms. Diflimula- 


rt among us univerfally practiſed, and ſo 


mcellary, is upknowa here: they ſpeak every 
| | a - 
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thing, ſee every thing, and hear every thing: the” 

heart, like the face, is viſible : in their | 
in their virtue, even in their vices, there is always _ 
ſomething genuine and native to be perceived. To 
pleaſe the women here, a certain talent is necelſh» 
ry. different from that which contributes more ty 
their pleaſure : it conſiſts in a kind of witty play- 
ing of the fool, that amuſes them, as it ſeems ww 
promiſe them every minute what they can 
hope to enjoy at too long intervals. This 
ing of the Lt EY aber oo he hl 
ſcems 10 conſtitute the general character of this 
nation; they thus play the fool in the councit. # 
che head of an army, and do the ſame with ani. | 
bafladors. No profcflion appears ridiculous but 
in proportion to the gravity mixed with it ; a phy* 
ſician would not be fo ridiculous, if his dreſs was 
leſs affeRtedly grave, and if he Killed his patiens | 


wich more pleaſantry. 


Paris, che zoth of the moon of _—_— 
the at Rebiab, 1714. 6 1 


2 


1 rn 
The Chief of the Black Eunucks to Us sax, ® | 
Paris, 1 


the perplexity I am in; the ſeraglio is in reve 
thy wives: thy cunuchs are divided: nothing® 
ea: 
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ent my remonſtrances are deſpiſed, every thing 
ems allowable in their licentious moments, and I 
bear no more than an empty title in the ſeraglio. 
There is not one of thy wives who does not judge 
| herſelf ſuperior to the reſt for her birth, beauty, 
WENT thy — 
one of theſe pretences a ſufficient ground to claim 
the whole reſpect. I at this inſtant loſe my long 
continued patience, with which I have always had 
the misfortune to make them diſpleaſed at me: 
my prudence, even my complaiſance, a virtue ſo 
mee and uncommon in the poſt I hold, have been 
' Ineffetual. Shall I diſcover to thee, magnificent 
lord, the ſource of all this diſorder ? It is wholly 
in thy heart, and in the tender regard thou haſt 
' for them. If thou didſt not refirain my hand; 
if, inſtead of the liberty of remonſtrating, thou 
vouldſt allow me that of chaſtifing : if, inſtead of 
ſuffering thyſelf to be ſoftened by their complaints 
u tears, thou would ſend them to weep before 
me, which ſhould never ſoften me, I would ſoon 
 } faſbion them to the yoke they ought to bear, and 
: | , Thould weary out their imperious and indepen- 
dent huwour. Being ſtole away at the age of 
keen years, from the remoteſt part of Africa, 
n native country, I was at firſt ſold to a maſter, 
1 vho had above twenty wives, or concubines, who 
judged from my gravity and taciturnity, that I 
1 was fit for a ſeraglio; he ordered I ſhould be 
mae fo, and made me ſubmit to an operation 
painful at firſt, but which afterwards made me 
happy, as it brought me to the car and confi- 
dence. of my maſters. I entered the ſeraglio, 
which was a new world to me. The chief 


6 


n 
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cunuch, a man the moſt ſevere I ever. ha 


governed there with an abſolute power. 1 
was no talk heard there of diviſions or quan; 
rels: a profound filence reigned through 
all the women retired to reſt at the ſame h 
from one end of the year to the another, and a 
roſe again always at a certain hour: they emer 
the baths by turns, and came out at the leaſt gu 
we made: they were ſhut up in their chambers 
almoſt the reſt of their time. He had one u 
| which was to make them obſerve the greateſt ua 
neſs, and it is impoſſible to expreſs his care far 
this purpoſe : he puniſhed without mercy ie leiſt 

refuſal of his orders. I am, ſaid he, a ſlave, but 

it is to a man who is your maſter as well as mine 
and I only uſe the power he bath given me wer | 
you; it is he who corrects you, and not I, whe | 
do no more than lend my hand. The'e” women | 
never entered my maſter's chamber, unleſs they 
were called ; they reccived this favour with jay, 
and ſaw themſelves deprived of it without mar» |} 
muring. In ſhort, I who was the meaneſt bla 
in this peaceful ſeraglio, was a thouſand tina } 
more reſpected than I am in thine, where I com. | - 
As ſoon as this chief eunuch } 
; ſpokedt |}. 
me to my maſter, as a man fit to purſue his . 
thods, and to ſucceed him in the poſt he filled: F 
he was not prejudiced at my youthfulncſs; w F 
thought my attention would ſupply the want uf 

experience. Shall 1 tell thee? I grew fo mack 

into his confidence, that he made no difficulty w_ 

put into my hands the keys of thoſe tremendow 
places, which he for ſo long a time hat ry 
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| Cater ths —— I learned the 
art of commanding, and formed to my- 


We maxims of an inflexible government; 1 


ed, under him, the hearts of women; be 
naught me to take advantage of their weaknefles, 
- and not to be confounded by their haughtineſa. 
Often did he pleaſe himſelf with ſeeing me force 


them to the utmoſt verge of obedience ; he then 


made them return again by degrees, and made 
me ſeem myſelf to give way for a time. You 


' . ould have ſeen him in thoſe moments, when 
| they were driven almoſt to deſpair, between in- 
treaties and reproaches ; he bore their tears with- 


out being moved himſclf, and experienced a plea- 
ſure in this kind of triumph. See, ſaid he, with 
an air of complacency, how women muſt be go- 
verned ; their number does not incommode me; 
I could govern in the ſame manner, all thoſe of 
our great monarch. How can a man captivate 
their hearts, if their truſty eunuchs did not firſt 


break cheir ſpirits. He was not only poſſeſſed of a 
{| firm reſolution, but alſo of as great penetration. 


He read their thoughts, aod ſaw through their 
Aid mulations: their ſtudied looks, their fictitious 


weed a knowledge of all their moſt private ac- 
dona, and their moſt ſecret words. He made uſe 
ef ſome to gain intelligence of others, and delight 
dei to reward the leaſt confidence placed in him. 
As chey never approached their huſbands but 


when they had notice, the eunuch introduced 
whom he pleaſed, and directed his maſter's re- 
gards according to his own views; and this diſ- 
union was the reward of ſame ſecrctiteligence 


. 4 


132- 
He had perſuaded his maſter that it was 


to leave this choice to him, in order to preſence. 
er. Such was the gbverament, magnificent üg 


in a ſeraglio which was, | believe, better regula 
ted than any other in Pera. Leave my hank 


at liberty, permit me to make myſelf obeyed; 
one week ſhall put this confuſion into order: 


this is what thy honour demands, W | 


ſecurity requires. 


From the ſoragito at Iipakan, the gth of | 
the moon of the 2ſt Rebiab, 1714. | 


Emo  * 
'VsBExK fo bis Wives, af the Seragho at Isvanan, 


Underſtand that the ſeraglio is in diſorder, 
and that it is filled with quarrels and inteſtine 


divifions. What did I recommend at my depwr 


ture, but peace and good underſtanding ? You 


promiſed me this, was it to deceive me? It is you © | 


who would be deceived, if I was willing to fob 
low the advice given me by the chief cunuch; i 


I would uſe my authority to make you live as my b 


exhortations required you to do. 1 know act 


| how to make uſe of ſuch violent methods, uni 


I have tried every other. Do then, in cone. 
ration of yourſclves, what you would not be wil 
ling to do for my ſake. The chief cunuch bath 


great occaſion to complain: he ſays you have ny | 


reſpe@ for him. How can you reconcile this 
conduct with the modeſty of your condition ? b 
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A pot to him that, during my abſence, your vir- 
we is intruſted? This is a ſacred treaſure, of 
' which he is the depoſitory. But the contempt 
you how him, makes it appear, that thoſe who 
have the care of making you live according to 
the law of honour, are burthenſome. Change 


therefore your conduct, I deſire you, that I may 


pet reject the propoſals made to me againſt your 


liberty and repoſe. For I would make you to 
forget that I am your maſter, and that you may 
oaly remember that I am your huſband. 


Paris, the 5th of the moon 
Chahban, 1774. 


L Ez TT E R IXV. 


Rica fo * * ®, 


HE fciences are here very much ſtudied ; | 
but I know not if thoſe who ſtudy them 
are very learned. He who doubts of evcry thing 


mne; this contradictory man is always ſatisfied 


wich himſelf, provided qualities are agreed 10. 


| The paſſion of moſt of the French is to be taken 


for wits, and the paſſion of thoſe who would be 
thought wits, is to write books. And yet there 
s nothing ſo badly imagined : nature ſeems to 


| have provided, that the follies of men ſhould be 
' trankent, but they by writing books render them 


permanent. A fool bought to content himſelf 


wich having wearicd thoſe who lived with him: 
Vor. I. M but 
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bur he is for tormenting fature generations; he 
is deſirous that his folly ſhould triumph over db. 
livion, which be ought to have enjoyed as ud | * 
his grave; he is deſirous that poſterity ſhould be 
informed that he lived, and that it ſhould be 
known for ever that he was a fool. Of all kind 
of authors there are none I deſpiſe more thay 
compilers, who ſcarch every where for ſhreds of 
other men's works, which they join to their own, 
like fo many pieces of green turf in a garden: 
they are not at all ſuperior to compoſitors ina 
printing-houſe, who range the types, which, col- 
I:ed together, make a book, towards which they 
contribute nothing but the labours of the hand. 
I would have original writers reſpected, and it 
ſeems to me a kind of profanation to take thole 
pieces from the ſanctuary in which they relide, 
and to expoſe them to a coutempt they do nat 
deſerve. When a man hath nothing new to ſay, 
why does not he hold his tongue? What bub 
neſs have we with this double employment? But 
I will give a new order. You are an ingenious 
man; you come into my library, and you 
more thoſe books which were at top to the bot- 
tom, and put thoſe which were lowermoſt &t 
top; this is a maſterly work indeed ! I write wo | 
thee on this ſubje&, * , becauſe I am ng Y 
at a book which 1 have juſt left, which's® | 
large, that it ſeems to contain univerſal ſcience, F 
but it hath almoſt ſplit my head, without teach- 
ing me any thing. Farewcl, 


— — — * 
— —ͤü—1— —— — — —— — — — 2 - — 


| | + | Pal the tthafthe men | 4 
Chaliban, 191g. | 

Of LETTER 
N 


OO lie RR — ——̃ — 2 
* 


6 „ © is > 5 e ee 


THO OS EE TT THEE TED ROD 5 © Fra 7” © 


PERSIAN LETTERS. 135 


SET TER 1K: 
IssEN fo USBEK, af Paris. 


ERE are three ſhips arrived here, without 
1 bringing me any news of thee. Art thou 
fick ? or doſt thou take a pleaſure in making me 


uneaſy ? If thou doſt not love me in a c 


where thou art tied to nothing, what would 

thou do in the middle of Perſia, and in the bo» 
ſom of thy family! But may be I deceive myſelf: 
thou art amiable enongh to find friends every 
where ; the heart is a citizcn of every country:; 
how can & well formed mind hinder itſelf from 


entering into engagements ? I confeſs to thee 1 
- relpe old friend{kips, but I am not diſpleaſed 


at making new ones every where. In whatever 
country 1 have been, I have lived as though I 
was to paſs my life there: I have had the fame 


vm affcGtion for virtuous people, the ſame 


compaſſion, or rather the ſame ienderncſs, for 


the unbappy ; the ſame regard for thoſe whom. 


profperity hath not blinded. This is my diſpcſi- 
tion, Uſbek : wherever 1 ſhall mect with men. [ 


all chuſe friends. There is a certain Guebre 


here, who, 1 think, after thee, enjoys the firſt 


this city, where he lives at caſe, with his wife, 
whom he loves, on the product of an honeſt traf. 

fic. His whole life is remarkable for generous 
ons; and though he ſecks to be private, lie 
+ M2 : hath 
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hath more heroiſm in his ſoul, than in thats 
the greateſt monarchs. I have talked a 
times to him of thee, 1 how him all thy bg, 
I obſerve they give him pltaſure, and 1 
perceive chat thou haſt a friend who is uoknow 
to thee. Thou wilt find here his chief ads 
tures, though he wrote them with reluctance, 
could refuſe nothing to my friendſhip, Ur 
truſt them to thine, 


The Hiftory of APHERIDON and As Cnr, 


gion which is, perhaps, the moſt ancicath 
the world. I was ſo unhappy, that love came 
me before reaſon. I was ſcarce fix years of up 
when I could not live without my ſiſter : wy 
eyes were always fixed on her; and if the bk 
me but a moment, ſhe found them at her rem 
bathed in tears: every day did not add mom 
my age than to my love. My father, aſtoniſhed 


at fo ſtrong a ſympathy, wiſhed indeed to maily | 
us together, according to the ancient cuſtom | 


the Guebres, introduced by Cambyſes, but 
fear of the Mahomerans, whoſe yoke we live ut 


der, reſtrains thoſe of our nation from thinking” 4 
religion rather. 


of ſuch holy alliances, which our 
commands than forbids, and which reſemble & 
much the natural union conſtiiuted by n 
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Ky father, ſecing it would be dangerous to fol- 
| low his 1 and mine, determined to ex- 


i a dene which he thought in irs infancy, 
but which was at its heighth ; he pretended to 
make.a voyage, and took me with him, leaving 
my fiſter in the hands of one of his relations, 
for ay mother had been dead two years. I will 
zot ul you what my deſpair was at this ſepara- 
n: 1 embraced my fiſter, all bathed in tears, 
bot I ſhed none; for grief had rendered me in- 
ſenſible. We arrived at Tefflis, and 7 
laing intruſted my education to one 
lions, left me there, and returned home. Some 
bn after I learned. that, by the inteneſt of one 
of hie frifnds, he had got my über into che 
king's ſeraglio, where ſhe attended a ſultana. If 
Lhad been informed of hee death, I could not 
have been more affected; for, beſides that :I had 
10 hopes of ſoeing her again, her entering into 
the ſeraglio had made her a Mabometan; and 
that religion, regard me but with horror. How- 
| er; not being able to live longer 
| weary of myſclf and of life, I returned tip: 
. RES 
 ea-your family, ſaid I to him, the wrath. of hea- 
| ven, and. of the fun that lights you : you have 
dune worſe. than if you had ſullied the | 
lace you have defiled the ſoul of your daughter, 
ach is not leſs pure : I ſhall die of grief and 
M 3 love: 


4 


d 
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— 
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lore : but may my death be the only puniſhmem 
that God may make you feel! At theſe wordeT 
went out; and, during two years, I paſt my life 
in looking at the walls of the ſcraglio, and cud 
_ dering the part where my fiſter might be; e 


ſing myſelf a thouſand times every day to be kl | 


led by the eunuchs, who keep their round #bout 
theſe dreadful apartments. At laſt my fatkee 
died; and the ſultana, whom my fiſter waked 
on, obſerving her beauty increaſed every day, by 
came jealous of her, and married her to an eq 
nuch, who paſſionately wiſhed for ber. By this 
means my fiſter left the ſeraglio, and took with | 
Her eunuch an houſe at Iſpahan. I was abow | 
three months without an opportunity of ſpeaking 
to her; the eunuch, the moſt jealous of all-aithy. 
| always puiting me off with frivolous exculeu; ti 
laſt, I entered this ſeraglio, and was 
talk through a lauiced window. The eyes of 2 
lyax could not have diſcovered her, fo hid wa 
ſhe with her dreſs and veils ; and I only knew 
her by her voice. What was my emotion when | 
I ſaw myſelf fo near her, and ſo far from her? 
I reſtrained myſelf, for I was obferved. A | 


Her huſband offered to make ſome trifling excu- 
ſes, but I treated him as the moſt contempeible 
of flaves. He was quite confounded, when he 
found 1 calked to my fiſter in a language um 
known to him; this was the ancient Perkic 


her, it ſeemed to me that ſhe ſhed ſome tem. 


which is our facred language. What, my filler, 1 
faid I. is it true that you have renonnced the re- F 


ligion of your fathers ? I know that on catering | 
| the 


dear to us? be a weetch yet marked with 
he chains he wore; who, if he was a man 
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Mikometiſta ; bur tell me, hath your heart con- 
ſented like your mouth, to quit the religion 
which permits me to love you ? And for hom | 


ſhe, this man of whom you ſpeak is my huſl . 
I'muſt honour him, all unworthy as he appears 
: ; and I ſhould alſo be the laſt of women, 
Ah, my ſiſter ! interrupted I, you are a 
Ouebre; he is not your huſband, nor can he be; 
K yon was a belicver, like your forefathers, you 
tould not but regard him as a monſter. Alas, 
ſaid the, at what a diſtance does that religion 
her itſelt to me ! Scarce had I known its pre- 


_ repts, when I was obliged to renounce it. You 


very familiar to me, and that I rake the utmoſt 


- Skins to expreſs myſelf : but be aſſured, that the 


remembrance of our childhood always gives me 
pleaſure ; but, ſince that time, I have kno! 
only falſe joys ; that there hath not paſſed a day 


1 bf my life in which I have not thought of you; 


rng 
3 hope of Griing you 
But this day, oh tad cod we GR 


yet coſt me more ! I ſee you are quite befid 


_ Yourſelf ; my huſband foams with rage and jea- 


louſy : 1 ſhall ſee you no more; I, without doubt, 
ſpeak to you for the laſt time of wy life: if fo, 
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ted; according to which religion I cannot hear 
nor ſpeak to you, without guilt. What, 

my fiſter! cried 1, quite in a tranſport, do you | 
then believe this religion to be true? Ah, ſaid 


the, how well would it be for me if it was not! 
| have made too great a ſacrifice to it, not to be- 
Heve in it; and, if my doubts— At theſe words 
the was filent. Yes, your doubts, my ſiſter, are 
well founded, whatever they are, What can you 
expe from a religion which renders you unhap- 
py here in this world, and leaves you no hope of 
another? Confider, our religion is the moſt an- 
cent in the whole world; that it hath always 
fouriſhed in Perſia, and ba h no other origin 
but with that empire, whoſe beginning is not 
known ; it was nothing but chance which intro» 
duced Mahometiim there; that ſect was eſta- 
bliſhed there, not by the power of perſuaſion, 

but by that of conqueſt, If our natural princes 
had not been weak, you would have ſeen the 
worſhip of the ancient Magi flouriſhing yet. 
Review thoſe ages which are paſſed, every thing 
informs you of Magiſm, and nothing of the 
Mahometan ſect, which, many thouſand of years 
after, was but then in its infancy. Bur, ſaid the, 
though my religion ſhould be of a more modern 
date than yours, it is at leaſt more pure, ſince it 


\ _ Adores none but God ; whereas you alſo adore 

the fun, the ſtars fire, and even the elements. 
Thee, my fiſter, that you have learned among 
the Muſſulmaus to calumniate our holy religion. 
We worſhip neither the ſtars nor the clement, 
and our fachers never worſhipped them: they 
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never raiſed temples io them, they never offered | 
ſacrifices to them. They only paid them a religi- 
ous worſhip of an inferior kind, as to the works 


and manifeſtations of the divinity. But, my fiſter, | 1 


in the name of him who enlightens us, receive - 
this ſacred book which I |.ave brought you; its 
a book of our legiſlator Zoroaſter, peruſe it with. 
out prejudice; receive in your heart the rays of liga, 
which will enlighten you as you read it; remem- 
ber your fathers, who for ſo long a time honour- 
ed the ſun ia the city of the Holy Balk; and lag 
ly, do thou remember me, who hope neither for 
caſe, happineſs, nor life, but from your change, 
There, quite tranſported, I quitted her, and left 
her alone to determine the moſt important | 
affair that 1 could have in my life. 1 caae 
| there again two days after; I (aid nothing to 
her, waiting with fileace the ſentence of ay 
life, or of my death. "Thou art beloved, my bro- 
ther, ſaid ſhe to me, and by a Guebre, I have 
ſtruggled a long time; but, Gods I what difficub 
ties doth love remove! How relieved am I I fear 
nothing now but loving you too much; I caa iis 
no bounds to my love: but the exceſs is lawful. 
Ah, how well does this ſuit the Nate of my bean! 
But you who have known how to break the chan 
which my mind itſelf had forged, how will you 
break thoſe that tic my hands? From this moment 
I give myſelf to thee ; ſhow by the readineſs with 
which you receive me, how dt ar this preſent is tw» 


you. My brother, the firſt fime that 1 embrace 


you, I believe I ſhall dic in your arms, I can ne- 
ver fully expreſs the joy I felt at theſe words: 1 
did believe, and actually ſaw myſelf, in a moment, 


tis ſecret of my life with any body; I had no- 
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de mol happy of all mankind : I faw all the wiſh- 


A which I had been five and twenty years of my 


ie in forming, nearly accompliſhed, and all thoſe 


uncafinefſcs vaniſhed, which had rendered my life 
ſo burthenſome. Bur when I had a little enjoyed 
theſe delightful thoughts, I found that I was not 
fo near my happineſs, as I had fo haſtily imagined 
within myſelf, though I bad ſurmounted the great- 
<> of all obſtacles. The vigilance of her guardi- 
2ns was to be deceived : I did not dare to confide 


body but my ſiſter, and ſhe nobody but me, to 


_ conſult : if my ſcheme failed, I ran the riſque of 


being impriſoned ; but I ſaw no pain more tor- 
menting than that of miſcarrying. We agreed 
that ſhe ſhould ſend to me for a cloak that her 
father had left her, and that I ſhould put a file 
into it, to ſaw the lattice of her window, which 


opened to the ſtreet, and a rope-ladder to deſcend 


by, and after that not to viſit her; but that I 
ſhould walk every night under the window, to 
wait till ſhe could execute her deſign. I paſſed 
fifteen whole nights without ſeeing any body, be - 
cauſe ſhe had not found a favourable 


opportuni- 
J. At length, the ſixteench night, I heard a ſaw 
5 awork: from time to time the work was diſ- 


continued, and in thoſe intervals my fear was in- 


exprefſible. After an hour's labour 1 ſaw her 


faſten the cord, ſhe then put herſelf on it, and 


| — imo my ares. I thought no more 


of danger, and ſtaid ſome time without moving 
from thence ; 1 then conducted her out of the 
city, where 1 had a horſe ready; I placed her 
Tal me, and rode with all the haſte poſlible, 
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from a place which might have been very fang 


vs. We reached, betore day, the boule of a 


Guebre, in a deſert place, where he lived retired 


by the labour of his hands. Not thinking 


proper to ay with him, by his advice we enter 

ed into a thick foreſt, and hid ourſelves in. d 
| hollow of an old oak tree, till the noiſe of our 
flight ſhould be over. We lived both together 
in this place, without being ſeen, continually ma» 
peating how we would always love one another, 
waiting an oppartunity when ſome Guebre pra 
ſhould perform the ceremony of our marriage, 
ordered by our ſacred books. My ſiſter, faid$ 


to her, how holy is this union] Nature hath un 
ted us, our holy law will again unite us. At} 


length a prieſt came to ſatisfy our impatient love; 


he performed, in the houſe of a peaſant, the whole 


marriage ceremony: he bleſſed us, and wiſhed us 


e 


the ſanctity of Hohoraſpe. Soon after we quits 
ted Perſia, where we were not in ſafety, and re- 
tired to Georgia. We lived there a year, eve 


day more delighted with each other. -But as my | 
money was near expended, and as I feared us 


diſtreſs of my ſiſter more than of myſelf, I le 


Never was there a parting ſo tender. But a 
journey was not only unprofitable, but fatal: for 


finding, on one hand, our whole eſtate cas“ 


- fiſcated, on the other, my relations in a manner 


incapable of aſſiſting me, I brought away no more 
money than was ſufficient for my journey back 


her, to ſeek ſome aſſiſtance from our relations. 
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| done? Was I not miſcrable enough without your 
| endegvouring to make me more ſo ? Your liber- 
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had 
made. an incurſion imo the town wherg ſhe was; 


l. as they found ſhe was beautiful, they took 


hers and fold her te ſome Jews, who were going 
— + and left only a little girl, of whom 
fie had been delivered 2 few months before. I 


el theſe Jews, and got up to them threc 


leagues off: my prayers, my tears, were in vain 
they demanded of me thirty tomans for her, and 
not abate one. Aficr I had aſked every 


body.) implored the belp of both Chriſtian and 


Tackiſh prieſts, I applied to an Armenian mer- 
chant; fold both ny daughter and myſelf to him, 


for five and thirty tomans. I went io the Jews, 


pad them thirty tomans, and carried the other 


| Seco my faſter, whom I had not yet ſeen. Thou | 


atm liberty, my fiſter, ſaid I to her, and I may 
embrace you ; nr 
a la ſorry the ſale of myſelf would feick 
ore. What ! cricd ſhe, are you ſold? Ves, 

IT. Ah, unhappy man, what haſt thou 


y conſoled me, and your flavery will ſend me to 


| the grave. Ah, my brother! how cruel is your 


Ine! and where is my daughter ? I have not 
ley her. 1 have fold ber. alſo, faid I, We 


k. 1 went afterwards to wait upon my ma- 


| tier, and my fiſter got there almoſt as ſoon as 
| ag: ſhe fell down upon her knees before my 

" maſter ; I aſk flavery of you, ſaid ſhe, ni nk 

| Gliberty; Wann. 
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price that wy husband. This then ? 
ſtruggle berween us. chick drew weiee ANG 
aſter. Vabappy ,.man! faid the, did . 
of thine ? Sir, behold here two unfortunade fil 
| Tons, who muſt die if you ſeparate us. 10 
myſUf eo you, pay me, perhaps that money, al 
wy ſervices, may one day obain' from you whit ft 
I dare not aſk of you. It is your intereſt not | . 
ſeparate us ; be aſſured that his life is at my it | * 
poll. Tbe Armenian, who was a gobd wk} 
pered man, was touched with our mierte, 
Both of you ſerve me, ſaid he, with fidelity aud 
real, I promiſe you, that in a year you hill bike 
gour liberty. I ſce chat neither of you merk 
1 your condition. If, when wh 
, You ſhould be as happy 8s you deſterog 

de, if fortune ſhould ſmile upon you, I ant. 
tain you will recompence me for the loſt Fil 
ſuſtain. We both embraced his Knees, 2000 n 
the with him. We m aſſiſted each 
other in the labours of ſervitude, and 1 wa | 
_ ways delighted when I had done that work whith 
belonged to my fiſter. The end of the year 
length arrived ; our maſter kept his 07d, aal 
gave us our liberty, We returacd to Tell 
| there I found an old friend of my father, way 
- pradtiſed phyſic in that city with fuccels, "th 
lent me ſome money, with which I traf 
Some affairs afterwards called me to 
where I ſerdicd. I have lived here fix years, al | 
I enjoy here the moſt delightful and moſt agree 
eli unity reigns in my f. 
wily, 
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and I would not change my condition for 
drtof-all the Kings in the, world, I have been 
as 0 find out the Armenian merchant, 
w whom Loe every thing, and I have render- 
4 
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wyou ſappoſed it to be. When I ſaw he treat- 
al he mauer with ſo much caſe, I added, Sir, I 

have not yet ſeen your ſtudy. I believe not, for 
lie none at all. When I rook this office, 1 


hs ana 
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and the bockſeller, who purchaſed it, oute 
my account · book. But this gives me no cung 


knowledge. What buſineſs have we wich o 
volumes of law? Almoſt all cafes are hypo 
cal, and out of the general rule. But may il 
that be, Sir, ſaid I, becauſe you put them al 
of the general rule? For in ſhort, why have 
people in the world laws, if they do not mil 


do not know them? If you was but acquaml 


rate, you would not talk in this manner: 
have living books, who are the counſellor, 
ſtudy for us, and take upon themſelves our 

ſtruction. And do not they ſometimes ue 
an themſelves to deceive you, replied 1? Yan 


arts. They have arms, with which they ana 
your equity, it. would be well you had ſame n 
defend it; and not to ſuffer yourſelves wht. 


rr 
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great number of volumes it contained, lein g 
we judges do not puff ourſelves up wi 


uſe of them ? And how can they be uſed tu 
with the courts of juſtice, anfwered the mah 


would do well to guard yourſelves againft this, | 


plaged in the middle of a bartle, Telly wo | 
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As bold as this opinion may be, there ks ith 
raphyſics, 


0 the principles of that, ir is not poſlibls, vi 


nation of free agents; becauſe what bath u 
ited, is not in being, and conſequently can 


be known, which having no properties, cm 


de perceived : God cannot read in the ui. 
is not in it; or ſee in the ſoul a thing whidh's 
not yet exiſting in it: for, till ſhe bath 


mined, che action which ſhe determines , 


not in ber. The foul is be maker of  heriam 


determination : but there are ſome eircumſu 
in which ſhe is ſo irreſolete, that ſhe kn 


on which fide to determine. Sometimes ſhe wif 
even do it, only to mate uſe of her libertyzU 
fuch manner, that God cannot ſee this determi 


nation beforchand, ncither in the action of Qt 


things which depend upon the determination uf 
free agents ? He could foreſce them but in 
_ ways; by conjecture, ' which is irreconeiledl 
with infinite foreknowledge ; or otherwiſe ke 


muſt ſee them as neceſſary effects. which infall> 
follow a cauſe which produces them as infallibly; - 


for the ſoul muſt be free upon this fuppolines; 
and yet in che a@, the would be no more 


than one billiard ball is free to lie ſtill vhen d 
puſhed by another. However, do not d I 


would ſet bounds to the knowledge of God. & 
de makes his creature act 


mind, he knows all that he will to know. 


what favours it greatly. A.ů 


God can foreſee what depends upon the denn 


to his oun 


though | 


5s mw 
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eee ercarvrc-at liberey'to act, or not to act, 


| kisright which he hath to 
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un ke can Tee every thing, he does noi 21 · 
ui make uſc of that power ;/ he commonly. 


that he may leave him à power to merit, or de - 
ment : ir is for this end then, thai he renounces 
upon her, and to 
Snermine her actions. when he wills to 
know any thing he always knows it; becauſc 
im be needs only to will that it happen as he 
ſecs it, and to deter mine his creatures 


| according 
wikis will. Thus it is, that he brings forth 
what ſhall happen, from a number of things 
merely poſſible, by fixing by his decrees, the fu- 
ture determinations of the minds of his crea- 
tures, and depriving them of that power which 
- . ke hath given them to act. or not to act. If he 
- compariſon may be uſcd, with reſpect to what 


i above all compariſon, a monarch is ignorant 


of what his ambaſſador will do in a certain im- 
portant affair; if he would know it, he need 


only” order him to act in ſuch à manner; 


ud he may be aſſured the thing wilt happen as 


he diretts. The Koran, and the books of the 


Jews, conſtantly oppoſe chis doctrine of abſolute 


God appears there throughout 
Ipnoram of the future determination of human 
minds ; and it ſeems that this was the firſt truth 
"Moſes taught mankind. God places Adam in 
4 rerreſtrial paradiſe, upon condition thae be 


4 hould not eat of a certain fruit: an abſurd com- 


mand from a being who knew the future deter- 
mination of the Sul: for in ſhort, could fuck a | 
king make that the condition. of his favour, 
without 
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without rendering it ridicutous ? It is ns if & may 
who knew of the taking of Bagdad, ſhould fey 
to another; I will give you un hendred ton. 
if Bagdad is not taken. Would not this be a. 
ry bad jet ? My dear Rhedi, why fo much g; 
loſopby ? God is whoim-we cannot per. 
 ceive, even in the Indeed we have 6 
| knowlelige of him, bur in his precepts. Hen 
_ immenſe, {pirirual, infince: What his great 
is, we may conclude from our own weakneſs. Al: 
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when he wat arrived at the houſe of her imeas- 


> | 


. vantage of the power of the law. I think this 
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woold never receive her, unleſs her fortune was 


augmented. Her relations run there from all. 
parts, 20 accommodate the matter; and after a 
good deal of diſputing, Soliman agreed to make 
kk foo in-daw a ſaall preſent. "The ceremonies 
of the marriage were finiſhed, they conducted 


the young woman to bed, with a good deal of 
_ violence; but an hour after, this giddy headed 


young man got up in a fury, cut her face in ſe- 

veral-places, and affcriing that ſhe was not a vir- 
gin, ſent her back to her father. Nobody can 
be more confounded than he is at this injury. 


daughter is innocent. Fathers are very unhappy 


to be expoſed to ſuch affronts! If my daughter 
ſhould receive ſuch treatment, I believe 1 ſhould 
dic of grief. Farewel. | 


From the ſeraglio at Fatme, the oth of the 
„„ | 


LETTER IX). 


Is forry for Soliman, and the more, be- 


cauſe this diſtreſs is without remedy, and his 
ſon-in-law hath done no more than taking ad; 


law is very hard, thus to expaſe the honour of 2 


family to the caprice of a madman. It is eaſy 10 


„ 
it 
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of the uncertuiaty of theſe proofs. There ave; 
none even among the Chriſtians, who do n 
gen as chimerical, though they are yikin, 

ly eſtabliſhed in their ſacred books, and 

— ient legiſlator hath made the i Rough 
thou takeſt of the education of thine. May her 


Fatima: may ſhe have ten cunuchs to waich) | 
her : may ſhe be the honour and - 
— feraglio for which 'ſho is decreed: may 

ys have gilded cidlings over her head, und 


| Chalval, 2324 x 


LETT x A xx 


Rica fo lunun, ef ec, 


M other day I was in company. DF 


wile TT was highly pleaſed wid 

problems, . morality, four biſtor 
4 never points in natural philoſo- 
phy. I ſaw fo univerſal a decider ; bis 
33 
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nee lest che ſciences ; talked of the news of the 
des He decided the news of the mes. 4 
ow willing ro etch him, and dad <0 myſelf; 
| abut ger into my ſtrong fort; 1 will tal. 
 eefage- in my own country; I talked to hin 
| of Feria: — 
any of Taceruier and Chardio. Han ! Gaid 1 
, what ways this here ?. He will 
myſt; I from 8 what pant .a> 
r nd he. 


—_—_— 


| Parks, the Bth of the. 
| moon Zilcade, 1215. 


err E R LXXW. 
„ luca . | 


Have heard much talk of a kind of tribunal, 
L called the French academy *. There js not in 
the whole world a tribunal leſs reſpected: for as 
ſoon as it makes a deciſion, the people break its 
_ decrees, and impoſe on it laws which it is obli- 
ged to follow. Some time ſince, in order to fix 
their authority, they publiſhed a code v of their 
decifions. . This babe of ſo many fathers, was 
nearly in its old age when born: and, though le- 


This letter is not only a ſative on the French academy, 
r 


b 
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<Y 


giricanre, a baſtard », who had got into the wah | 


before: him, was very: near ſlifliag him is he 


place im their inceſſant babbling ; and as ſoon mw 


birth, Thoſe who compoſe this uribunal, haw 
ns: other employment but to be continugiipes © 
prating ;  panegyric, of its own accord, take 


they are initiated imo cheir mytteries, this lll | 
of panegyric ſeiaes them, and never more lean 


them. This body hath forty heads, - all. filled 


with figures of metaphors and anticheſes : { 
their mouths hardly ever open but with an d 


It does not yet ſtand firm upon its feet ; for time 


which is irs ſcourge, ſhakes it every moment, and 


deſtroys every thing it doth. Its hands were ſail 
formerly to have been griping ; I ſhall ſay no- 
thing of this, but leave it to be decided by thoſe 
who know more of it than myſelf. Such vaga» 
ries, ©®®, are not to be found in our 
Our genius does not bend us to ſuch odd finge- 


larities ; - boo peo eee | 


cuſtoms and native manners. 


12-8 


| Paris, the 2yth of the 4-2 


moon Zilhage, 1715. 


® The Giftionary of Mc. Furctiere, which he fole from us q 


ho” 


mation; their ears always expect to be firuck 
with cadence and harmony. As to their h 
they are out of the queſtion: theſe people 
ſeem as if they were made to hear, and not to fee, | 


academy, and publiſhed before theirs came out ; for which buf, 


action they cxpelled him. 


+ This is ſuppoſed to allude to Mr. Granicr, anether men- 
ber of the academy, who defrauded an cephan of © kign (an | 


LETT ER | 


moncy ; for CO PE TITER 
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LETTER LXXIV. 


= -  Vsn8x, to Rica, at * 


b dme ago, a man of my acquaintance ſaĩd 
tome, I promiſed to bring you to the beſt hou- 


7 I will cake you now to a great lord, 


who ſupports his dignicy better than any man in 


the kingdom. What do you mean, fir ? is it that 


his behaviour is more polite, more affable than 
in of otvers? No, ſaid he. Oh! I underſtand; 


he takes all opportunities to make every body who 
comes near him, ſenſible of his ſuperiority : if it 


de ſo, I have no buſineſs to go there: I allow him 


his whole demand, and acquieſce in the inferiori- 

ij he condemns me to. Vet I muſt go there, and 
EEG: man, & bobs : be waa © ahecd. of 
buf with ſo mach dignity ; be blowed his noſe 


| © unmercifully; he ſpit with ſo much flegm, and 


, | carrefſed his dogs in a manner ſo offenſive to the 


ee 


company, that I could not but wonder at him. 


1 Ah, faid I to myſelf, if, when I was at the court 
| of Perſia, I behaved fo, I behaved like a great fool 


Ve muſt, Rica, have been naturally very bad, 10 
have practiſed a hundred little inſults towards thoſe 


' Þ people who came every day to ſhow their good- 


will to us. They knew very well our ſuperiority 


+ over them ; and, if they had been ignorant of ir, 


the favours we every day conferred on them, muſt 


* have convinced them of it. Having no neccflity 


d any ching to make ourſclves reſpected, we 
u do render ourſelves beloved: ve were ac- 


Vor. I. O ceſſible 
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ceffible to the meaneRt : amidſt thoſe wilt 
enced the foulitiley of once ; they found lh 


ſouls ſuperior to _ — | 


wants. But when it as necefſary to ſupport 
dignity of our prince in public ceremonies, 
ir was proper to make our nation ' reſpe&talile 
rangers; or laſtly, when in caſes of danpe, 
was neceſſary to animate our ſoldiers, we uſceni 


deſcended; ; recalled all our dignity into our kü 
and it was found r Properly . 


; 7 4 1, 4 — 
Paris, the zoth of the „ 57-5244 Þ_ 
moon 5 175. | | : #4 Ny 


L E T . E R LXRXV... j * nl 4 
£55 £43: 2 $5 T | 49 420 
VsBex * to Raepr, af VENICE.-: 


Muſt needs confeſs to thee, I have not obſervel' 


among the Chriſtians, chat lively perſuaſion of 


their religion, that is to be found among the Mu 


ſulmans. There is hence among them, à gre 
difference between profeſſion and belief, betut 
belief and practice. Religion is leſs à matter of: 
holineſs than of diſpute, in which every body # 


concerned. Courtiers, ſoldiers, even the women: 


oppoſe themſelves againſt it ro the clergy, demand: 


ing from them a proof of what they are determioel 


not to believe. It is nor betauſe they would 


— 2 9 — TE] 


ed 4 bundred times bigher than we bad bells 
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rern they 


wel üs months together ; my opinions ab- 


ir, as my food is light, or ſolid, | ama Spioofiſt, 


When the phyfician is at my bedfide, the confeſſor 
is finds me at his diſpoſal. I know very well 


how to hinder religion from diſtreſſing me, when 


herself to me, and gains me by her promiſes : F. 
am very willing to reGga myſelf to her, and to die 
Ahe hopeful fide. It is a long time fince the 
heilten princes ſer free all the ſlaves in theic 


0 


| Lingdoms ; becauſe, ſay they, Chriſtianity makes 
WU men equal. It is true, this act of religion hath - 
lern very ſerviceable to them. They deſtroyed, 


a Socinian; a- catholic, an atheiſt, or a bigot. 


e. I believe the. immortality. | 


>, "3 :w# „ * g 


f lar in health, but I aflow it to comfort me when 
eck: when 1 have no longer any thing to 
| hope for from another quarter, religion offers 


by this means, the power of the nobility, by which « 


the people in ſubjectĩon to themſelves. 


kept 
R 
ey found it was to their advantage to have ſlaves; 
they allowed of buying and ſelling them; forget-- 
ing thoſe principles of religion, which had ſo 
nuch touched them. What ſhall we call this ?- 
| 02 Truth 
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Truck at one time, error at another. WI 
not we act like Chriſtians ? We ure bers hall 


refuſe ſettlements, and eaſy conqueſts, inp 


climates, amo beer nl \. 


Koran. n to rhe moſt high, * 


hath ſent Haly, his great prophet, from 
it is that I profeſs a religion which 'renders Wl 


preferred to all worldly intereft, and which .f 
eee 1 
ee 
Paris, the 23th of the 1 — „ 2148" 
i ͤ— 2725. — 
174 _— 
La >: 2 - 
LET T E A mn ro 


{4 ©) wot: 


"Yana to bis Friend lutz, 4 Sur ad, 


IN Europe, the laws are very ſevere againſt M. 
murderers. They put them to death, #1 
may ſo ſay, a ſecond time; they are ignomini 


draggged through the ſtreets, marked with inf 'F 
my, and their effects confiſcated. It ſeems tome, } 


Ibben, that theſe are very unjuſt laws. Wbt! 


am loaded with grief, miſery, and contempt, why | | 


\ ſhould ! be reſtrained from putting an end 27 
pains, and be cruelly deprived of a remedy mp 

have in my power ? Why would they have 5 me 
labour for a ſociety of which I conſent no lon 
to be a member ? Why to hold, in ſpite of ny 


* The Mabomctans have no deſire to take vers wala 


would not have water there proper for their purifications. ' 


ul 17 2 
L * " 
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dy n fonnded upon mutual advantage 3 but 
ien ir becomes burthenſome to me, what ſhould 
Mader me from quitting ii ? Life was gizen o me 
#2 favour ; I may then return it, when it is no 
more fo : the cauſe ceaſing the eſſect then ought 
io to ceaſe. Wouida prince deſire that I fhoul! + 
eu ſubjeft; when I reap-none of the advantages 
of fubjeftion ? Can my fellow · citinens aſk this un 
ew! divifioo of their benefir, and my deſpair ? 
il God, contrary to all other benefaQors, con- 


lam obliged to obey the las, whilſt 1 Yue under 
de laws, but when I no longer. live under ahem, - 
tun they Kill bind me ? Bot, dis aid, you diſturb 
the order of providence. God hut united your © - 


foul to your body, and you ſeparate them: you 


then oppoſe his deligns, and · yea refiſt his will. 


What would they ſay by this ? Do I diſturb the 


order of providence, when I alter the modificati- 
ons of matter, and render ſquare a bowl,” which 
the firſt laws of motion, that is to ſay, the laws of 


creation and preſcrvation, have made round? No, 


without doubt: 1 do but uſe therightwhich hath 


dern given me: and. in this ſenſe, Ty 


Sik being G24, that 1 eppole axqGdf ts provi- 


: 


dence. When my foul ſhall be ſeparated from 


i body, will there be lefr order, and leſs regu- 


in the univerſe? Do you believe that this 
new combination would be lefs perfect and leſs 
Grpendent upon the general laws? That the 
d can thereby loſe any thing ? that the works 

03 ; 3 
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of God would be ich great? a enhances iy 
menſe f. Do you think that my body, when.be, If 
ce a blade of graſs, a worm, agrees aut, 
would be changed into a work of nawere be | 
worthy of her ? and that my foul, ding 
from all irs earthy part, would become leſ , 
Theſe ideas, my dear Ibben, have no.other e 
but our pride. We are not at all ene af ane | 
_ linleneſs; and however it may be. we-are.millitg {© 
to be rechoned of. conſequence in the wniverſh, 1 
and to be chere an object of importance. . Nef i 
AORY 0 BEALD EET Es <V NE 
in the world ; what Aal Cap cnc? 1 monk ; 
together, a hundred millions of heads tuch as 
ours, are but one ſmall minute atom, whom Gal + 
aac n 


LETTER LXXVIL» | 


EN „ Ursa. of Pants. 6 4 

| appears 40 me, my dear Utbek, that 168 Þ 

troe Muſſulman misfortunes are not ſo a 
chaftiſemens as warnings. Thoſe are i, 


« "This letter, not in the former editions, ſeems to be added by | 
the author, in anſwer to the former, in W 1 1 


5 % 
F 

— - 

\ 


pe Tn che me of proſperity which ought 10 
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which lead us to expiate opr offca- 


4 32. To what. end does all eur im- 
er ſerve,” but to make us ſec chat me would 
S if > 


OT —— — 
rern 
of preſerving that union is a heuer ſe- 
5 3 „ 
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3 


Rica fo Vanen, of ***, 


14 4 


1 | 
bean. who is iv Spain, wrote to his friend 
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rad Every moldy chit fr Hlews veagmemod,y on 
9 ar co the muſtachio, times 
ſpoctable in dtſelf, and independently of 'any U 
ſequenees; though great benefits have been ſums! 
_ times drawn from ie, for he dere of the ing. 
nnd the honour of the nation, xs hack been mids 
eppear by x famous Portugocſe- general Sid © | 
Eaſt-Indies;- for, being in wam of moe he wit. if 
oF one of his muſtachios, and ſeatto dem¹UHimf 
CREE CDs 
tackio. It is r conddeud, jog 7 i 
and flegmatic people as theſe may be proud; ] 
ſo they are. 1 « aps GY = 
che continent of Spain N Portugal, Sad chaired * 
| hearts greatly elated, if they arc:thoſe who w 
called the Old Chriſtians ; that is to ſay, not ori-- 1 
ginally'deſcended from thoſe, who; in « I's 
centuries were foreed by the inquifition K 
have the ſublime merit to be, as chey ſay,” wen | 4 
with white ſkins. There never was inthe fer 
_— the grand fignior, a ſukans ſo proud t 
her beauty, as the oldeft, great ugly cur bun, 
is of his olive-white complexion, when in l . 
n of nn, Wang — CES CY J { 


2 Juan de Caſtro. 1 441.8 
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aas of ſuch conſequence, fo tom! 
oed cor work for alf the wen- 

| [Blinſelf] 
e "Tee ve ante 
| — when © e hach 6 certale. merit n 
5 when' he can add to the 
T unte been ſpeAing>of, thi of be⸗ 
| WG gb peteror of x'tohg fwore, or hath 
OI of Sis er "the "art "of 'indking 1 
WH” noiſe! on ah i-tubed gufrürre, he 
e more : his honour ih ictereſted in the 
ef tis limbs, He who five ill ten hour 


105 


Phe world, bor erer 


ö acquires exactly one woiety note of re- 
l ——— 
1 de 2etfilires upon a chair Bur hougu 
$ g uche evemics to labour, make 7 ſhow 


* WT ay for her gee lwayria tore. They 
FT wut che firſt men in the world to die hanguiſting 
15 Seviad who hack nor a cod, rauanot pals for 4 
JF glance! They ard in che fit plate tigers, in che 
ene They take great care not agen» 
auer wives co the attacks of a Soldicr difavied = 
ond, or t 2 decrepid magiſtrate: but 
0 ty willdhut chem up with a'fervent novice, who 
cas his eyes down to the earth, or a ro. 

J SWFraiiciſcan, who as devoutly turts them up- 
"Jo ne They allow their wives to appear with 

3 Ui" boſons naked; bur they will not let tacit 
ar cen, left they ſhould be catched by che 
3 __ . 
” | » as 


TY 
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wether an dit books., View 3 A their 1 | 
been made, + © | 


 warikd-they have. made. immenſe diſboveries; and 
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24.7 be great ; they are mapch mars "Oy a 
_—_ = 15 
— nes * 


- — = 
9 — 
* o h - . 1 
.- 7 _— * 4 1 5+ 5 1 
n g I 1 


_ revercnaey | 
fo cently devon, tar eg jd 
hardly Chriſtians... Y Ton; ay mect wich e * 


ane ade, and 


——— — > 
encmy te human reaſon... ' The only good bac of | 
all their books, is that which was wrote to Aw 
the ridiculouſacis ot all the others. In he new |! 


as yet know act, their own contioent: they hunt 
mot et diſcovered. there what they have uh 


nn 6 . E 1 * 


aon to them. hey ſay chat the fun riſes ad: Þ 
a © | © © Lis Bateces, - -- +41 


—_y 
44 j — . 
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0 Park, che ryth of the moon 
W, a7. © 


bessten Erne ©*j 
err te fab, = 


n 

* and deſerted lindb. -I mond not 
oer, to ſte a letter ritten wr Madrid 

[D had trevelied in Franc L be- 

A dns 2 ee — 

* B et ene the = 
| in th amber: Herd u | 


ich mad folks are putz it might at 
than the whole 


' Dovbileſs the:Frenth, extremely | 
| fur up ſorhe madmen in'this 
thoſe who are 


2 


Jr. 


WE Lz7rTEK wem. 
| md Black Eunuch to Uanzx, af Pans. 
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| 4 = ? 14 
due to el. 1 made ber enter the private 2 
"there 1 undrefſcd her, I examined 


Idas eyes of = judge, and che more 1 | 
ber, the more beauties 1 diſcovered. 


Alen modeſty ſeemed to conceal chem from 
9 „ 


of . * 13 

a 2 79 2 
_— 

bk ©, 4 RO» - - C 
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3 l pan. finger ang 
oh, ry eee 
her as the queen of thy. heart. 1, Paid thy | 
Ari: Libr hero om cer re ul 
k. thou poſſeſſeſt greater beauties thay." 
N "Win 
| icaſurg, to ches, 10.figd. at thy, return, , + 
PerGa hach moſt delightful ! and to ſee in cthyds if 

raglio all the graces re- burn, a... 

| — HE OED. 1 


From the ſeraglio of Fare, the xft of :; 
the moon of the aſt Rebiad, 1723. q 
L K T T E R LIKE. | 


vrt e Hao af Venice. = 
10 — 752 ene $6 

n in, Lee 554 298 
ſeen a variety of governmenys. It is f], 
as in. Aſia, where the rules of policy ate ] 
where found the ſame. 1 have often in 
which government is moſt conformable to reaſba(,” 
Ix appears to me, that the moſt perſact e 
nn rang 


= —z. * pr | 1 9 Se -”"— + > þ PY - one XY nm 
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. tyratinical and dreadful. Let the 
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WL aa ich onto wn ina ay which 
SES thcir diſpofirion, is the moſt perfect. 
| _ government. the ſubjecta are as 


* under a ſevere one; rhe firſt is pre- 
{becauſe it is moſt conformable to reaſon, 
ſeverity is a foreign motive. Be af- 
rern puniſhments, more 
ENG ao — — 


| When} Lo 2 country where chaſtiſements are 


dme re 23 much dreaded as in thoſe 


be mild, let it be crud, che puniſh- 


„, gradual; the puniſhment inflicted 
or leſs, 2s the crime is greater or leſs. 
imagination 


conforms itſelf to the manners 


rin which we live : eight days im- 
. or a lighter puniſhment, affect che 
| Wind of an European, brought up under a mild 


as much as the loſs of an arm inti- 


„Ac. Men affix a certain degree 
= ros certain degree of puniſhment, and 


1 


ö 
9 


Lack makes the diſtribution in his own way: a 
Frenchman hall be driven to deſpair at the infa- 
ela puniſhment to which he is condemned, 
0 Vick would not deprive a Turk of his ſleep for 
ee of an hour. Befides, I do not obſerve. 
A policy, juſtice, and equity, are beiter obſcr- 
= 9m Turky, Perfia, or under the Mogul, than 
Ye republics of Holland, Venice, and even in 


id: I do not find that leſs crimes are com- 


n the former countries, or that men inti- 
sy ſevere puniſhments are more ſubmiſ- 
A Wes the laws, I have, on the contrary, re- 


| Vor. I. P marked, 
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marked, a ſ6undation for injuſtice and e 
in the midſt of the very lame ſtates. I hawk conn 

found the prince, who is himſelf the law, le ; 
maſter than in any other tate. I obſerve, that 
theſc times of rigour have always been ancaded 
with tumultuous commotions, in which nodody 
is chief; and that, when once a violent authors 
ty is deſpiſed, there remains no longer fullicica 
bance, and readers it greater. That, id 
fiates, they never make a flight revolt ; andihis 
there never is any interval between m 
and ĩnſurrections. That there is no neceſſity that 
great events ſhould there be prepared for by great 
cauſes : on the contrary, a great revolution hath 
been produced by the leaſt accident, often ala 
unforeſcen by thoſe who effected it, as by thalk 
who ſuffered from it. When Oſman, emperac 
of the Turks, was depoſed, each of thoſe con- 
cerned in that attempt thought nothing, of 


what they effected: they demanded. only, io 


ſupplicani manner, that they might have juilice | 
S | 


I no | 
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w_ Eavey from Peast A in Mvuscorr,. 
2 che aztions in the world, Ulſbet, there 


ä 

4 

0 is not one that hath exceeded tie Tartars, 

agory, r 
1 truly the lord of the univerſe : all 

een made 10 ferve it: it is alike the 

| ade and deſtroyer of empires: in all ages it 

Wed the world marks of its power; in all 
Wit hath been the ſcourge of nations. The 
Have twice conquered China, and to this 
ri ia ſubjeRtion to them. They rule 
Se vaſt countrics which form the empire of the 
Master of Perſia, they fir upon the 
of Cyrus and Guſtaſpes. They have ſub ; 
ey. Under the name of Turks, they 
e immenſe conqueſts in Europe, Afia, . 
| aTAtrica, and they reign over theſe three parts 
_ Ye univerſe., And, to ſpeak of more remote 
fea, it was from them thar iſſued forth ſome of 
| fe people who overturned the Roman empire. 
What are the of Alcxander, in compa- 

| fila to thoſe of Genghiſcan? This victorious 
1 ation hach only wanted hiſtorians, to celebrate 
"the memory of its marvellous achievements. 
What immortal actions have been buried in obli- 

von! What empires founded by ther, of whoſe 
onginal we are ignorant! This warlike nation, 

b | ly takeo up with ber preſent glory, fure of 

P 2 conqueſt 
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conqueſt at all times, never choughe of tht 
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Rica to lasen, af "vols 


Hough the French talk much, 3 ö 
among them a kind of mute derviſes, a 
led Carthuſians. It is ſaid, that they. cut ol 
their tongues at their admitance into. the 
vent ; and it is much 10 be wiſhed, that all hy 
other derviſes would retrench, in the fame ain” 
ner, exery thing that their profeſſion renders ws 
leſa to them. Now I am mentioning thele Ga? 
people, there are ſome much wore remarkally 
than they, and who have = very cxtraordinny 
talent: "Theſe are ſuch as know how to tas 
out ſaying any ching; and who ſupport 2,0 |} 
verſation two hours together, without its U 
poſſihle to diſcover their meaning, to retale what 

they ſay, nay, to retain one word of what they 

have been talking. Theſe kind of people are» 

dored by the women ; but not ſo much as ſome | | 
able talent of ſmiling at proper times, ibi f, 1 
every moment, and who aſſume the grace of ® F* 
pleafing approbation for every thing that cast 
from the ladies. But theſe are high acm 
ed wits, who can diſcover a fine thought in . 
thing, and find out a thouſand little inge 
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1 SD 2nd mott-imperieft of: all beings Juſtice 
J xz celation- of congruity, which: really ſubſiſts 
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» the moſt common diſcourſe, I know 


Wk ace fo happy as 40 introduce imo 


rien things - inanimate, and to 


e their embroidered. coat, their white 
poke, their ſauff-box, their cane, and their 


fer for them. it is 2 good way to- 
J in che ſtreet to make one's {elf heard by: 


Sending of 2 coach, or by the loud thunder of 


{packer at = door : this prologue gives a pre- 


in favour. of the reſt of the diſcourſe : - 


een the introduction is good, it renders all 
Lie folly that follows afterwards ſupportable, but 


a by.good fortune, arrives too late. I can 
we. thee: that (choſe: little talents, which are 


ae of no value with us, are of great uſc here 


whoſe arbo arc fo happy as to poſſeſa them; and © 


c 


. 
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1 Venex fo RueDr, Vines 


y ea 


ee bes God, Rhedi, he muſt neceſſarily - 
*beguſt; if he was not ſuch;-he would be the 


een two things.: this-relation is always the 


.. whatever being conſiders it, whether it be 
I —— or laſtly a man. It is true, 


P:3. W 5 


WT 
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men do not always fee theſe relations 4 


deed, when they do ſec them, they 2 


3 and their intereſt is always what heyy | 


beſt. Juſtice raiſes ber voice, but it is with diſh | | 
fy GC x 


ie is Quai leneceſt tw comme In, and becauſe thay 


thers. It is always with a view to them 
they act: nobody is wicked for nothing; he mah 
have ſume reaſon that determines him; andy? 
reaſon is always a reaſon of intereſt. But: 2 


juſtice, it muſt necefiarily be that he fall 
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that God ſhould ever commit any hel . 
juſtice : from the inſtant that we ſuppoſe he 
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for, as he hath no want of any thing, and'w3] 5 
ſuſſicient in himſelf, he would be the moſt winks 3+. 


whom we have ſo amiable an idea, and who, Fhe 


wruch, which ſhould be concealed even from a 


ſelves. We are ſurrounded by men fironger ds 
we are; they can injure us in a thouſand . 
ot: ago hey gs | 


ed of all beings, becauſe he would be fuck wil” 
out gaining any thing. Thus, though there was 5 
no God, we ought always to love juſtice; chu an, 5 
ve ſhould endeavour to reſemble that being, 8&3 


exiſts, muſt neceflarily be juſt. Though v It 
de free from the yoke of religion, we ought am 
to be ſo from that of equity, This it is, Rho 
that makes me believe that juſtice is eternal, aud 
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, What a ſatisfation to us, 40 
ws hat there js in them, in che heart of all 
. an inward principle which fights in 
or. and ſecures us from their a'tempes ? 
L 3k was not for this, we ſhould be in continusl 
es ſhould paſs by men as by lions, and we 
ul not be aſſured one moment of our goods, 
| Sar, and life. All theſe confiderations make 
| r thoſc doftors, who repreſent God as 
n cxcrciſes his power with tyranny ; | 
a he make bim af in a manner that we ourſelves 
4 », for fear of offending him ; who 
bim with all choſe imperfeftions that be 
gs, and, by their contradictory opi- 
repreſent him as an evil being, by and by 
ag who hates evil, and puniſhes it. When 
= am fearcheth himſelf, what a ſatisſaction is it 
Wake to find that be hatk 2 juſt bear, This 
# as ſevere as it is, muſt delight him : 
| e. bioaſelf a being as much above thoſe 
dee not fuch a coaſciouſoels, as he fees 
= Mnſclf ſuperior to tygers and bears. Yes, Rhe- 
irn furc always to purſuc, iaviolably, 
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Ver hofplal.of the Lin 1 
lids : I had rather have founded chat eu. 


bliſhmemt, if 1+ was prinee, than have gained: 
three battles. In every part of it there 
the hand of 2 great monarch. Ithink that tis 


their country, who only-breathed for its defences. 


and who, till finding the ſame heart, but not thy; | 
bility they are under, of ſacrificing themſeloes +». Þ 5 


gain for their country. What can be more ple 


ing in this retreat, as exact a diſcipline, as-if they: FF 
were in fear of the preſence of an enemy. taking, 
their laſt ſatisfaCtion in. this picture of the s 

duties of religion, and thoſe of the military ut! 
I would have the names of thoſe who die or- 
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Paris, the 5th of the moon - 
of the aſt Gemmadi, 1715. 


the moſt reſpeRable place in the world. Win. 
to ſee afſembled in one place, all the victim ui 


dation of glory and noi, | =_ 
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A a conccit that our empire would be always 


(OLED DER LAXXV. | 


Whit! 19 
3 to Mia za, at Isran an. 


7 knoweſt, Mirza, that ſome of the 
- miniſters of Cha Soliman, had formed a 
0 oblige all the Armenians in Perſia to 
giſt the kingdom, or to embrace Mahometiſm, 


long as ſhe protected theſe infidels in 
Sr boſom, This had finiſhed the Persian great- 


ne i. on this occaſion, blind devotion had been 


to. It is unknown how this affair {ailed. 


S | ee choſe. who made the propoſal, nor thoſe 


; 1 M bejected it, were ſenſible of the conſequences : 


© at, once, all the traders, and very near all the 
eoers in the kingdom, I am certain that the 
© grew Cha- Abbas, would rather have cut off both 
da arms, than have ſigned ſuch an order ; and 
ud have been of opinion, that by thus 
" © fnding to the Mogul, and the other kings of the 


id the office of reaſon and policy, and 
we empire from a greater danger than it 
& are gone though from the loſs of a 

* Þ hide, and of two cities. By baviſhing the Ar- 


d is ſuppoſed, they would have rooted 


ladies, the moſt induſtrious of his ſubjects, he 


1 had given. them half bis dominions. The perſe- 


Ha the Guebres, obliged the u to remove ia 


mulitudes into the Indies; and deprived Perſia 


1 Lahn people, ſo much given to tillage, and who 
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alone, by their induſtry, were in a way 10 get dr 
better of the Aitrility of our lagds.”” There te. 


maincd but one thing more for bigotry to do, | 
that was, to deftroy induſtry ; and then che en- 1 


8 itielf, and with it, as a g 
conſequence, that very religion it wantedie 
render ſo flouriſhing. If we could reaſoh with. 
out prejudice, I know not, Mirza, but it 


of the tolerated 


commonly make e 


ſelves more uſelful to . chan e 
of che eſtabliſhed religion ; becauſe being end [| 


ed from all honours, they can only render thin 


felves conſiderable by their opulence; they we = 


led to acquire it by their induſtry, and to ebene 


the moſt toilſome employmeats in the ſociety, 


Befides, as all religions contain precepts u 
to ſociety, it is good that they ſhould be oblers- 


ed with zeal. Now what is there more capitle | 
of animating this zeal than a muliipliciy'&t | 


religions? They are rivals who never forgive wy 


ching. This jealouſy defcends to individiiilsz 
Each keeps upon his guard, and is cautious of 
doing any thing that may diſkonour his parti, 


and expole it to the contempt and unforgiving. | 


cenſures · of the oppoſite party. Accordingly it 
| hath always been obſerved, that a new ſeR ino: 


duced into the ſtate, hath been the moſt certain 


means of reforming all the abuſes of the old one. 
I fignifics nothing to ſay, that it is not the 
prince's intereſt to permit ſeveral religions in his 


| Kingdom, Though all the ſects in the wol 


were 


* 
good for a ſtate, A dee Ladd 
Tigions in it. It is obſervable, that the members. 


n "YT " 
6 > 
_ a. £8 
my my I 
7 _—_— 
N * 


1 pansSTAN LETTERS. up . 


7 ' 
; : 1 
1 


n a6 4 Sin iS Hh ot 


A 
4 
3 
x 
e 


8 
* 24 * . 
5 q 4.2 
+ I pr * 4 
1 N 
8 
2 * — 


n ee together in it, it would not be any 
: for there is not one which doth 
op ſubmiſſion. 1 acknowledge that hiſtory is 
religious wars : but we muſt take care to 
Serve, it was not the multiplicity of religiong 


| ig yivit which animated chat which thought the 


Wil the power of governing, Ic was (the ſpirit 
o proſe which the Jews contrafted from 


- Mhometans and Chriſtians. It is in horr, che | 


of cachufiaſm, the progreſs of which can 
kk conlidered only as a total eclipſe of human 
en. For indeed if there was nothing of in - 
iy in forcing the conſcience of another, 
were did not ariſe from it any of thoſe 
einen which ſpring from it by thoufands, it 


1 would be folly to adviſe it. He who would have 
} mechange my religion, no doubt, defires me to 
, becauſe he would not change his own if 
Erna forced to it: he yer thinks it ſtrange, that 


11 nor do a thing which he himſelf would not 


&, perhaps, for the empire of the world, 


s, the 26th of the moon of the 
_ Writ Gemmadi, 17135. 
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jr T forms 23 if every family here governed if \ | 
ſeparately. The huſband hath only the Be 2 

day of an avchoriy over bis wiſe che A 
The law imtcrferes in all differences, and you wg, | 

be ſure, that it is always agaipſt a jealous hui 
Nr The f 
| other day I went to the court where juſtice js al bf 
miniſtered. Before I could arrive there, I wasgs. | 
bliged to ſuffer the artacks of a prodigious num 


a deccixful voice. This fight at firſt is divertingty 
nough, but it becomes melancholy, when you ea. 
ter the great halls, where you ſec none bur: pate; + 
ſons whoſe dreſs is even more ſolemn than they | 
cred place, where all the ſecrets of families any. 
revealed, and where the. moſt private 
are brought into open light. Here a modeſt gi 
comes to confeſs the torments of a virginity. 
reſiſtance: ſheis ſo lde proud of her victory tht © 
threatened every moment with an approaching de · F 
feat; and that her father may be no longer igno- - 
rant of her wants, ſhe expoſes them to every bo | ; 
dy. Next comes an impudent wife to publiſh the 1 

infults ſhe hath committed againſt her buſband, | 
es ans Ms —_ 
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1 ſays ſhe is weary of bearing 
the tide of wife, without the enjoyments of one; 
| wen the hidden myſteries of the marriage- 
: ſhe deſires to be put under the inſpection 
ee able artiſta, and by a decree to be re- 
ce rights of virginity. There 
ot fome who dare defy their huſbands, and 
| age them to 2 public trial, which witneſſes 
difficult 2 tris} as diſgracefol u che 
24 a to the huſband who 18 
nA vaſt number of girls, raviſhed or 
. repreſent mankind much worke than 
Mp ace. | This court echoes with love, there no 
n heard but of enraged fathers, abuſed dauvgh- 
0 faithlcfs lovers, and diſcomemed huſbands. 
ur obſcreed here, every child born in 
. is the huſbands : he may have 
god ccaſons to it is not his ; che law be- 
i & for him, and frees him from his ſcruples 
Cod examination. In this tribunal they follow 
_ St majority of voices: but they ſay it hath been 
| nd by experience, that it would be the furer 
nn determine by the minority: and this in- 
| ral exough ; for there are very few juſt reaſon- 
| ns, and all the world agrees that there * 
3 | 
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24 ceſpeR. the day 2 * 
to be more mes than others : -they war bas 
men by way of excellence; for they fecm: whe 
| only made for ſociety. But 1 have obſerved n, 
them, perſons who are not only ſociable, butwls: 
are'themlelves an univerſal ſociety. They mulls + 
ply themſelves in every corner; they people; ina 4 
 taſtant, the four quarters of the town: ab 
men of chis fart, make a greater ſhow than wy 


thouſagd citizens. They might repair, — 


_ of a ſtranger, the devaſtation 

\. Famine. I is a queſtion in the 

he fame body ran be ac cnc inter ts BNR 
places : nent chaps. aggh=dogt 

 ſophers propoſe 2s a doubt. Theſe men men 
ways in haſte, as they have upon their hand- | 


+ bees. You can never put i« out of tlie! Wil 
| bur that it is = part of good breeding * wthhiſl 
public every day, ſeparately, excluſive of the wn 
they mike is general, vis 
meet 2 Rn 
ed as nothing in the rules of their ceremony 
They injure the doors more with knocking 
| them, than the winds and ftorms. == 
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of condolance, 
15 —— The king ac- 
4 fen on any of his ſubjeBts, that 


noe put them to the expence of-a carriage 
Mod with the parry joy Ar laſt they return 
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r Paris, libetey and equaliry re 
— lates it n 
* 3 
from the croud in which he is S 
Jealouſy about rank is unknown here. Tha 
the firſt perſon in Paris, is he who hath wen 
_ horſes to his chariot. A great man @& ke. 
fees the king, who talks with che miniſters, Wh 
all this, hide his idlencfs'by an air of bun. 
. his pleaſures, hs iN 3 
himſelf the happieſt of all mankind. In | 
no perſon is reckoned great, but ſuch e 
Hs thr wencech confers feme pare of hh ; 
their birch, but without intereſt. Kings aft 
. 
always make uſe of the plaineſt tools. 
is the great divinity of the French; the witli i 
is the high prieſt, who offers her many vis 
theſe who attend upon her are not d 
white ; ſometimes the ſacriſicers, and ſomeii 
6 etc GH ; 
with the whole nation. | _ 
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Paris, the gth of the moon of, 
the ad Gemmadi, 1715. s 
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ai ren creawre hath for its 


| — We ſeem to entend our cxift- 


Wt when we can. make it to be remembered by 
this is. a nes life which we. acquire, and 
becomes as precious to us 85 that which we 
Red from heaven. Burt az all men are not 


by fond of life, neither arc they equally ſen- 


TH never che companion of Lavery. | Aka 


i” of glory. This happy delufioa makes a Frenchman 
wah pleaſure and inclination what your iultan 
"es only from his flaves, by continually ſet- 
© ng before their eyes rewards and puniſhments, 
r, among us, the prince is jealous for 
fie honour of the meaneſt of his ſubjects. Thees: 
a for the ſupport of it, the moſt i 
unn; this is the ſacred treaſure of the na- 
tion, 


7 


hw 


6 PERSIAN LIT 
tion, and the only one of which the fanzdgny 


not maſter ; for he could not be ſo e 3 
ing againſt his own intereſt. So U 


ſuljeRt finds himſclf injured in his honour by lis | 


retires to his eme. The 4ifferever üs I: 
French troops and yours is, that the . oli 3 - 
poſed of ves, naturally cowards, 


the fear of death by that of puniſhmem ; wii Y + 
raiſes in the foul a new kind of terror, W fl 
renders them inſenſible: inftead of which A 
_, others preſent themſelres to 1 
light, and baniſh fear, by = ſati«fa&ion Gad _ 


ſuperior to it. But the ſanftuacy of bout, Ws | 
putation. and virtue, ſeems to be ſeared in e 


Bes, and in thoſe ſtates where the word ent 
may be pronounced. At Nome, at Ab, WO 
Lacedzemon, honour was the only paymeit fab } + 
the moſt fignal ſervices. A crown f 
laurel laurel, a ſtatue, or an inſcription, , n ay „ 
| for a batile won, or 2 diy © 


ken. There a man who had 2. | Y 
. He cool not ug; 


pleaſure of Laie boca d ne 3 
koned the number of his ſervices by that of kn J”” 
fellow-citizens. Every man is capable of voy "3+ 
good to another ; but it is being like to God, 0 1 
contribute to the happineſs of a whole , 
22 Bi 


prince, either by an unjuſt preference, or by the 1 
. rere he quits 
— kis court, his 
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nne heart of your Perfiznz, among whom 

| years nnd honours are only derived from 
e the forcreign ? Reputation and 
| Sire there only conidered x» imaginary, 
——— 1 prince, 
ee the public efttem, is never fore 
ener be diflionoured the next day, 
Y St Hick 20-day the genera of an (army; it 
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: ena . 
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T Ba winds of the people, a 3 
ant, which rhey call a point of bonour :- 
& vs properly the charatter of every profellion, 
1 ate remarkable in the men of the ſword; 
4 4 — tri 
© WF excelience.” It will be very difficult to me to 
I | mike thee underſtand what this is, becauſe we 
rata? 2 right idea of it. The French, for- 
1 — 2 than thoſe of this point of o- 
4 20ur: chey regulated the whole conduRt of their 
1 den were fo ſtrict, that they could 
884, without ſuffering what was worſe than death, : 
mw k 8 2 
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I do no: {ay infringe, but vor mY 
leaſt pundtilio of them. When they 
fon to ſeule any difference, they . 
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by duel, which cut off all difficulties. Im m 


trial was made between other parties belides chal 
who were intereſted in the affair. Howlink {6 


ged to enter into the diſpute, and to expoſe 


— uk Such a one always though: high | | 
honoured by the choice, and fo fanecring asf 
tinction : one, who would not have been 2 


culty to run the riſque of his life for him a 
ſand rimes. — 1 
enough contrived ; for if one was more | 
or ſtronger than another, it docs not follow 1 


he had more reaſon on his fide. Therefore the J 4 


ries; but this is ia vain ; honour, which villas | 


= give Four piſtoles 10.2 man to fave him anti 1 


was the word part of it, was, that frequiadyd fl 


ever a perſon might kaow another, be . $ 
perſon in he Ge 115 


reign, rebcls, and will acknowledge no h bs Þ 
hn che Foench 2-0 in. 3 grem: Gee of, ail . 
for theſe laws of honour oblige a well-bred s 


to revenge himſelf when he hach becn affen . 


the ſevereſt penalties when be hach done fo. 1 1 
men follow the laws of honour, they dic upons 1. 
ſcaffold ; if thoſe of juſtice, they are baniſhed 3” 


for ever from the ſociety of men : there 0. 
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ie ©o the people, ſceided' at firſt 
'F a ſhadow of public liberty ; ind, as 
The had an intention to raiſe from the ground 
temple and the idol, be was willing 


| e is wh ws. and flies about the 
1 Grone which is ſupported by the clouds ? How 
| re. I who have learned 
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eee bodies have followed the 
erna affairs : they yielded to 4 
"ah dc&troys every ching. to the corruption of 


» which hath weakened every thing, to 


rere power, which hath overeuracd” all 
. the regent, who wiſhed to render 


Nu, an is fo grear 
4 ae heart of on: holy p 
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an God hack choſen to himfelf, out of Jon 
peur of the earth, ſome. ſouls mere pare hs” 
: n whom be hack Copnenced en N 
| A 
fall upon ſo many rebellious people f Tho Os. # 
mains tell wonders of their firſt Santana, wks fl 
took ſanctnery by thouſands in the frigheful db» 
ſerts of Thebais, and had for their chicks, E 
Anthooy, and Pacomus. If what da Gap of bw 
them be true, their lives were as full of ; oy 
3 thoſe of our moſt ſacred Imaums. They aas. ] 
tie perſon : but they delt aight and day 1 © 
demons; they were cominuully tormented byche 
evil ſpirits ; they found chem in their beds, "wn 
their tables, they never had any place of ee a ® 
from chem. Tf all this be true, vencrable Sine 
ton, it azuſt be acknowledged, that uo F . 
h 
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Lived in worſe company. The more ſenſible ' 
D = (ng drone ang Loot 1 
„ich ſerves ro make us ſcufible of y'Þ 9 
. temptations fals 1 
every chere; our paſſions, repreſented by the i 
never wholly quit us : theſe monſtem 
the heart, thats Wyong of the mind, theſe e 
ally to us, to miſlead vs, 9 even | 
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„ tha the meſſenger of God hath 
san, and precipitated him imo the a- 
ee hath purißed the earth, formerly filled 
1 Fus . 
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eee 
tions, but he carefully begun with iiiuiriqg 


2 which appears ridicu- 
me. If men did not form themſelves in- 
wiocictics, if they avoided and fled from each 
rr 
rb they kept chemſelves ſeparate: but 
1 1 > born all unired to cnc another 3 3 
WS is focicty and the cauſe of ir. The law of 
1 better underſtood in Europe thin ii 
et it mult be acknowledged, that the pul- 
—— 
| 7 of authors, have corrupted all the principles 
1 This la, as it is at preſent, is: @ ſiciencei 
——— they may 
jaſtice, without hurting their own imereſt,. 
| —— —Ä—•— 
ä —— 
ts for .it, by ſeuling the 

| R principles 
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principles of ir, . 


them'! Ihe unlimited power of our ſublime ids 1. 


tant, which hath no rule but þ:{lf, dots wat 
prodoce; more monſters, this baſe ary 
which can make juſtice all inflexible-ark 
is. Ir ſeems, Rhedi, there are two kinds of juf. 
tice entirely different, one which regulates the 


viblaw; another which regulates the differences 


that ariſe. bety cen people and people, which y- 
: asif the law of 


rannizcs'in the law of nations: 
nations was not 2 cipil Jaw, not ĩudeed of a par- 
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| between citinem and citizen, every nation 
— do the ſame berwern themſelves uni u 
nother nation. : In 'this ſecond diſtribution of 


there is ſeldom need of a third to judge between 


them,. becauſe; the ſubjects of their diſputes are 
for the molt part always plain and eaſy to be de · 
_— The iatereſts of the two nations are | 

| 


affars of private perſons, which reigns in the di. 


ticular country, but of the world. I ſhall ins-- 


8 n adminiſter he 


Juſtice, no other maxims ought to be employed 
hut thoſ in the firſt. For nation and nation + 


Z „ „ e . _TCRC___ 
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| kn, ao be willing 
| Inthe law of nations the ſevereſt act of juſtice is. 
war, ſince the effect of it is the deſtruction of ſo- 
_ Unity. Repriſals are of the ſecond degree. 10 
| MFoportion the puniſhment to the offence, is a 
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ſo ſeparate, that nothing more is'neceſ- 
ny bot a ove of juſtice to find it out: they can 
facdly' miſtake the proper cauſe, It is not the 
nick the differences that happen between 
mae perſons, As they live in ſociety, their 
Arent are fo mixed and ſo confounded, and 
there are ſo many. different kinds of chem, that 


Ib neceflary for a third perloꝶ to clear up what 


the covetouſneſs of the parties endeavour to ob- 
re. l here are but two kinds of juſt wars: 
aac which is waged to repulſe the attack of an 


- exemy, the other to ſuccour an ally who is at- 


amacked. It would not be juſtice to enter into a 


nar upon the private quarrel of a prince; unleſs 
111 as to merit che death of 


Thus, a prince ſhould not engage in ce he- 


_ eanſc he bath been refaſcd an honour which vas 


his right, or for any unſuitable demeanour to · 


nn more than a private perſon ought to kill him 


vho refuſes him precedency. The reaſon is this, 
ua declaration of war ought to be an att of juſ- 
te, wherein the ' puniſhment ſhould: always be 
n-pcoportion to the fault, it ſhould be inquired 
vhather che party againſt whom war is declared, 
merits death. For to make war againſt any per- 
to puniſh him with death. 


GEES tribunals could cver avaid ob- 
: SS | ſerving. 
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ſerving. The chird act of juſtice, is to depuly 


a prince of the advantages that he might d N 
from us, always proportioning the punis # 


to the offeace. The fourth act of juſtice which 


ought to be the moſt frequent, is the rem 
tion of the alliance of a people againſt bm 
have reaſon to complain. This puniſhment ans # 
ſwers to that of baniſhment, appointed by county 
of juſtice, to tut off delinquenis from the cons i 
munity. Thus a- prince whoſe alliance we yl 
nounce, is cut off from our ſociety, and is my 


longer one of its members. A greater affront 


cannot be done to a prince, than to renounce 


his alliance, nor a greater hooour than to cu 


tract one with him. There is nothing among 


men, that can be more honourable, or more uſe- 


ful to mankind, than to be always attentive 6 


their preſervation. But that the alliance may be 


binding it. muſt be juſt ; ſo that an alliance cu 


eluded between two nations to oppreſs a third; i 
not lauful, and may be broke without a fault. 
It is not ſuitable to the honour and dignity of s 


prince, 10 ally himſelf to a tyrant. An Egyptian * | 


monarch once remonſtrated to a king of 8am 


upon his cruelty and tyranny, and called uf 
him to amend : as he did not, he ſent him word 
thathe renounced his friendſhip and alliance. Co 
queſt of irſelf gives no right. When a ſocidy' 
ſubſiſts, it is a ſecuriry for peace and for repare* | 
tion of injuries; and if it is deſtroyed, or d 


perſed, it is a monument of tyranny. Treaties 
r 


it they were the dias of eee : 
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F Peng is. rights. They are always lawful, 
ee condirioas of them are ſuch, that, both 
ny preſerve themſelves : without which 
i of the to ſocieties which would periſb,;de- 
el of its natural defence by peace, may ſeck 
rr. For nature, which hath e ſtabliſhed 
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HERE are a great many yellow women 
L rived here, from the kingdom of Viſapour: 
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1 of 2 merchant of Iſpaban treated with me 
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ker; but the — avoided * 
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ſeemed to court mine, as if ſhe would have 

=== 
and that ſhe was deſtined for a more Wliufli 
huſband. 7 confeſs 10 thee, 1 feet « fo 
within myſelf when I thivk of the charms of WM 
beavtiful perſon : 1 fancy I ſce her emering i 
the feragtio of thy brother: I pleaſe myſelf in 
z forcfight of the aſtoniſhment of all his , 
che naughty grief of ſome; the ſilent, yet mate 
mowuraful, diftreſs of others; the malicious pid 
ſure of thoſe who have nothing further to 
for, and the enraged ambition of thoſe who wn! 
have hope. [ am rexvetiing from ans cnt | 
kingdom to another, entirely to change the face 
of the ſecaglio ; what paſſions am I going to pre 
voke ! what: fears and troubles am I preparing? || 
Yer notwithſtanding all this inward diſtreſa. the 
ſhall nor be leſs outward tranquillity : grem ae- 
volutions ſhall, be hid in the bottom of the heart:” 
they thall de confumed with grief, and their 5 
reſtrained : their obedicnce ſhalt be not the feb |} 
east, nor the government leſs ſevere ; thar'milld |} ' 
ere 


ü ⁰» r mon eros 1 = "= 


Hh orc, leſs trouble rhey give Ws = 
fe cabin, abs canals of ſubmiſſion ; lll © KL 
thele form their chains. Exch of hom wah ” 
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1 Tige, hearken to what I am going to ſay to thee. 


x 


F ˙ r a nt os ES. A Bb / / ood 


re pt F 


bath led d, 


The law 


N N 
19 
247 8414 


| n I | : jon a . f 
. 

them long miſunderſtood; and it 

— ha bat | 


rrrrr//ĩ ĩ A DS =—— aprmnditiio r , . , . 0 2 
5 - K - F F . I , 8 4 F l 2 * * N 1 'S \ N 2 "SA ? - . a 4 p . a 4 


3 PERSIAN LETTERS. 201 


thy veer with ſome obſtacle which turns them 


1 Mot them; and the ſecond, which is no more 
l 4 confequence of the "former, is that all bo- 
Ges which move round a center, have a tendence 


wit from it ; becauſe that the farther it is re- 
moved, the more the line which it moves in, ap- 


YZ proaches to a right line. See, divine derviſe, the 


ky of nature ; here are the. fruitful principles, 


from which they draw conlequences which excend 


our fight, 'The knowledge of five, or fix; 
a hath filled their philoſophy full of wonders; 
ad hath enabled them to effect more marvellous 


miracles than all thoſe which are related to us of 


rkaty prophets. For in hare, Lam perſuaded 


i hoco cmobarraicd, if be had been aſked =y 
nin a balance, ail the air which ſurt ounds the 
or to meaſure all the water which falls e- 


rear upon the ſurface of it; and who muſt 


zat have thought more than once, before he could 
told how many leagues ſound travels in an 


| our? What time a ray of light takes up in its 
n the ſun to vs ? How many fathows 
un from hence to Saturn? What is the curve 
| accarding to which 2 ſhip ſhould be cut, to make 
3 Ge beſt ſailer that can poſſibly be? Perhaps if 
dine man bad embellithed the works of 


| title philoſophers with lofty and ſublime expreffi- 


iche bad mized bold figures and myſterious = 


Segorics, he would have compoſcd a noble work, 
al would have been inferior to none except 


| be | * Koran. He. X it t be MEL 
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fo. "The body of foounca is more reſpoltable in 
Face than any where elſe : it is a ſeminary of 
great lords; they fill up the vacancies in the o- 
I ther ſtates. r 
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e the taxes, ſwim in the midſt of treaſures: 


There arc among them few Tamaluſes. Vet they - 
ing this employment from extreme wretch- 
a. , hey arc deſpiſed like dirt. whilſt. they 
re poor ; hen they are rich, theyare well enough 
aftcemed, as they neglect nothing to acquire re- 


1 $c&. At preſcntthey are ĩn a terrible Sin. 
per are going to erect a chamber of jultice, 


bel ſo, becauſe it is to ſtrip them of all weir 


' e r Na 


they are obliged to render a 
re. ſo that they 
are compelled to paſs a very narrow ſtraight, as [ 


" may fay, between their lives and their monty; To 
up ibęir misfortune, there is a, miniſter „ 
kahle for his wit, who bonours them with his 


jokes, and is very merry upon all the deliberati- 


en of che council. They will not always find 
| miniſters diſpoſed to make the people laugh ; and 


20 take it kindly of him, for behaving 


| 85 
Wer daughters, who are a kind of dung by which 
muntainous and barren lands are fattened. I find, 
providence, Ibben, wonderful in her manner of 


0 0 0 Bw oe 


Lited by the fary of was ; den 
D 
raiſe up all the great families by the help of 


wealth. If ſhe granted it ouly to good 
* it would not have been ſuſſicienily diſtin- 
| guiſhed 
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were dreſſed in the ſuminer : they are even 6 
ignorant bow they ſhall dreſs this winter: 2 
above all, ir is nor to be believed how- much K - 
coſts. a huſband 10 put his wife zn the faite 
What ſhould 1 get by giving thee a full 
of their dreſs and ornaments? A new fals 
would deſtroy all my labour, as ir docs” that 
of their wor ks; and before thou hadft receivell | 
my letter, che whole would be changed. A... 
woman' who quits Paris, to go and pa fix } 
months in the country, e 
The fra docs net d the n of bis . 
ther ; ſo ſtrange does the dreſs ſhe was draws in 1 
| appear to him : he imagines it is ſome American | 
who is there repreſemed, or that the painter hal 
a mind to expreſs ſome fancy of his own, Some» 
3 71 
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a gient height, and a fudden revolution makes them | 
and again at once. There was a time when 
64 e lofrincls of them _—_ 
1 the fect occupied he Gite Sitio; the heels 
J ed a kind of pedeſtals, which raiſcd the wo- 
Re ate the air. Who will credit this? The ar- 
* Mut have often been obliged to raiſc, lower, 
* mdealarge the doors, as the dreſs of the women 
I. theſe changes; and the rules of their 
4 = 


Swding to the age of their king. The monarch 
even be able to reader this nation grave, 
3 The would undertake it. The prince commu- 
| mithtes his own ſcotiments to the court, the court 
© whe city, the city to the provinces. The ſoul of 
rreigu is a mold in which all the reſt are 
_ "has * 
dan, the sch of the 
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TE other day1 wrote to thee about 4 
inconſtancy of the French, in their falkis 


ons. Yet it is inconceivable to what 'a 
they are infatuated with them; 


_ every thing by them: they are the rules by which,” | 
they Judge of the tranſactions of other natignay Þ 


whatever is foreign appears to them ridiculowy | 
I confeſs to thee, I know not how to recongle, 


this madneſs for their cuſtoms, with the incon- 


ſtancy with which they are daily changing i 


When I tell thee that they deſpiſe every thing 
hat is foreign, I ſpeak only of rifles ; for, mapa 


importaat occaſions, they ſcem to be diſlidens;o 3 


ven of themſelves, to their own degradation. They: 
are very ready to allow other nations are wilt, 


provided they will allow that they are better duel? 


td: they are quite williag to ſuboit themſeluai i 


the laws of a rival nation, provided French pe 


makers may decide, like legiſlators the ſhape of 


forcign perukes. To them nothing appears; 1 


glorious, as to ſce the taſte of their cooks rey 


from north to ſouth, and the ordonnances of 
tire · women extended through all the toilenes of 
Europe. With theſe noble advantages what dow 
it ſignify to them if their good ſenſe comes WF 


them from abroad, and that they have taken from 


| their neighbours every thing that relates to tha } 


gorernment, political and civil? Who wool 
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ee the ancient laws made by their fr 
nn the general aſſemblies of the nation ; 
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N 
dose ten ages, by laws which were not 
te for chem? If the French had been con- 


in Europe, hould have been go- 


it would not be difficult wo comprehend 


and what is more extraordinary, the Roman laws, 


[IS they bave taken inſtead of them, were 
partly made, and partly digeſted by the emperors 


with their legiſlators. And, that 


| + theft might be complete, and chat all their 


med ſenſe might be derived from others, they 


have adopted all the conſtitutions of the popes, 


md made them 2 new part of their las; a new 


+ Kind of flavery. is chefs haner times, they have, 
is wc, digeſted in writing, ſome ſtatutes of 


mes and provinces ; but they are almoſt all ta- 
ken from the Roman law. This multitude cf 


adopted, and, if I may ſay, naturalized laws, is 
4 Þo great, that it oppreſſes equally juſtice and => 
e. But theſe volumes of laws are 
{ compariſon to that terrible ting 'of 
commentators, and compilers ; a ſet of men as 
© weak, as to the juftneſs of their underſtanding, 
© = they are ſtrong from their number. This 


al: theſe foreign laws have introduced 


F farmalities, whoſe cxcefs is a diſgrace to human 
F reaſon. It would be very difficult to determine 
whether formality hath been more hurtful, when 

; ® got into the law, or when it took place in phy- 
"©: whether it hatlr ravaged more under the 
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